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Part A: Reading Comprehension 
 

Direction: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 

Refer back to the text to check your answers when appropriate. 
 

Free Markets 

   Most economists in the United States seem captivated by spell of the free 

market. Consequently, nothing seems good or normal that does not accord with the 

requirements of the free market. 

 

   A price that is determined by the seller or for that matter, established by 

anyone other than the aggregate of consumers seems pernicious, accordingly, it 

requires a major act of will to think of price – fixing (the determination of prices 

by the seller) as both “normal” and having a valuable economic function.  

 

   In fact, price-fixing is normal in all industrialized societies because the industrial 

system itself provides, as an effortless consequence of its own development, the 

price-fixing that requires, Modern industrial planning requires and rewards great 

size. Hence a comparatively small number of large firms will be competing for the 

same group of consumers. That each large firm will act with consideration of its 

own needs and thus avoid selling its products for more than its competitors charge 

is commonly recognized by advocates of free-markets economic theories. But each 

large firms will also act with full consideration of the needs that it has in common 

with the other large firms competing for the same customers.  

 

   Each large firm will thus avoid significant price cutting, because price cutting 

would be prejudicial to the common interest in a stable demand for products. Most 

economists do not see price-fixing when it occurs because they expect it to be 

brought about by a number of explicit agreements among large firms; it is not. 
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More over those economists who argue that allowing the free market to operate 

without interference is the most efficient method of establishing prices have not 

considered the economies of non-socialist countries other than the United States. 

These economies employ intentional price-fixing usually in an overt fashion.  

 

   Formal price fixing by cartel and informal price fixing by agreements covering 

the members of an industry are common place. Were there something peculiarly 

efficient about the free market and inefficient about price fixing, the countries 

that have avoided the first and used the second would have suffered drastically in 

their economic development. There is no indication that they have. Socialist 

industry also works within a frame work of controlled prices.  

 

   In early 1970’s, the Soviet Union began to give firms and industries some of the 

flexibility in adjusting prices that a more informal evolution has accorded the 

capitalist system. Economists in the United States have hailed the change as a 

return to the free market. But Soviet firms are no more subject to prices 

established by free market over which they exercise little influenced than are 

capitalist firms. 
 

1- The primary purpose of the passage is to: 

a. refute the theory that the free market plays a useful role in the 

development of industrialized societies. 

b. explain the various ways in which industrialized societies can fix in order to 

stabilized the free market 

c. argue that price-fixing, in one form or another, is an inevitable part of and 

benefit to the economy of any industrialized society. 

d. Analysis of free markets in different economies 

 

2- The passage provides information that would answer which of the following 

questions about price-fixing? 

I. What are some of the ways in which prices can be fixed? 

II. For what products is price-fixing likely to be more profitable than the 

operation of the free market? 

III. Is price-fixing more common in socialist industrialized societies or in 

nonsocialist industrialized societies? 

 

a. I only 

b. III only 

c. I and II only 

d. II and III only 
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3- The author’s attitude toward “Most economists in the United States” can 

best be described as 

a. spiteful and envious 

b. scornful and denunciatory 

c. critical and condescending 

d. ambivalent but deferential 

 

4- It can be inferred from the author’s argument that a price fixed by the 

seller “seems pernicious” because 

a. people do not have confidence in large firms 

b. people do not expect the government to regulate prices 

c. most economists believe that consumers as a group should determine 

prices. 

d. Most economists believe that no one group should determine prices. 

 

5- The suggestion in the passage that price-fixing in industrialized societies is 

normal arises from the author’s statement that price-fixing is 

a. a profitable result of economic development 

b. an inevitable result of the industrial system 

c. the result of a number of carefully organized decisions. 

d. a phenomenon best achieved cooperatively by government and industry. 

 

6- According to the author, priced-fixing in nonsocialist countries is often. 

a. accidental but productive 

b. illegal but useful 

c. legal and innovative 

d. intentional and widespread 

 

7- With which of the following statements regarding the behavior of large 

firms in industrialized societies would the author be most likely to agree. 

a. The directors of large firms will continue to anticipate the demand for 

products 

b. The directors of large firms are less interested in achieving a predictable 

level of profit tan in achieving a large profit. 

c. The directors of large firms will strive to reduce the costs of their products. 

d. Many directors of large firms believe that the price charged for products is 

likely to increase annually. 
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8- What is the author's purpose? 

To inform the readers about the free markets and he is primarily concerned 

with criticizing a point of view 

 

9- According to the author, what is the result of the Soviet Union’s change in 

economic policy in the 1970’s? Cite textual evidences to support your 

answer. 
 

Students have to cite textual evidence to support the following answer; 

Soviet firms have some authority to fix prices. 

 

10- Summarize the text in your own words. 

Students have to mention all the key ideas in their summary using their own 

words.  

 

B: Read the Informational Text and answer the questions that follow: 

 

What’s in Your Cells? 
 

     Living things eat, grow, get rid of waste products and reproduce. All living 

things are made of cells. In even the tiniest unit of any living thing, there is a cell. 

Cells have special structures called organelles. The organelles help cells do the 

work of moving materials around, dividing to make more cells and making proteins 

for the body’s needs. Cells get energy through a process called cellular respiration. 

During this process, cells convert sugar (called glucose) and oxygen into water and 

carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is the gas we breathe out. This whole process 

releases energy for the cell to use. The energy is stored as ATP. The cell keeps 

ATP in storage, like “back up power.” It can be taken out to be used as needed. By 

storing ATP, the cell always has the energy it needs.  

 

   Living things can have just one cell or many. Single-celled 

organisms include things like bacteria, yeast, and some 

types of algae. They do the same things that living things 

do. However, they must do it all within just one cell. Multi-

cellular organisms have billions of cells that work together 

to provide for the organism’s needs. Plant and animal cells 

both have organelles. Some types of organelles are the same in both plant and 

animal cells. Other types of organelles, however, are only found in plant cells or 

animal cells. 
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   All cells have a control center called a nucleus. The nucleus stores a special 

molecule called DNA. The organism’s traits are controlled by the coding found in 

its DNA. All cells have a cell membrane that surrounds the cell to protect it and 

control what goes in or out. Materials can move through the membrane by diffusion 

or osmosis. Diffusion is when materials move in or out of a cell from a place of high 

concentration to one of low concentration. Osmosis is a special kind of diffusion 

that allows water to pass through the membrane. However, in osmosis, many other 

materials are not allow to pass through. Plant cells have an extra layer called a cell 

wall that surrounds each cell’s membrane. The cell wall is much stiffer to help the 

plant’s stems stand up and support leaves and flowers. 

 

   Cytoplasm is a thick gelatin-like fluid that fills the space between a cell’s 

nucleus and its cell membrane. Organelles float in and are supported by the 

cytoplasm. Ribosomes are organelles that make proteins. Lysosomes, which are 

found mostly in animal cells, break apart nutrients. The Golgi apparatus (GOAL-gee 

ap-a-RAT-us) prepares proteins be sent to various parts of the body. Vacuoles are 

like bags of fluid that cells use to store things until they are needed or until they 

can be disposed of. Mitochondria generate energy for the cell. The endoplasmic 

reticulum, or ER, is a system of tubes and passages for transporting materials. 

Chloroplasts, which are found only in plants, allow food to be made using sunlight 

and carbon dioxide. All the organelles work together to make sure that the cells, 

and ultimately the living organism, can do all the things that are necessary for 

survival. 

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage. Don’t forget to 

go back to the passage whenever necessary to find or confirm your answers. 

 

1) Contrast a plant cell with an animal cell. How can you tell them apart? 

A plant cell has a stiffer cell wall. Plant cells have chloroplasts. Lysosomes are 

mostly in animal cells.   

2) List two types of organelles. 

Example of correct answer: lysosomes and Golgi apparatus.  

 

3) Predict what might happen if a cell lost its ability to perform cellular 

respiration. 

It would not get any energy. 

 

4) What are the processes in which materials move through a cell membrane? 

Diffusion and osmosis. 
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5) What is the control center of a cell? 

a- Cellular respiration 

b- The nucleus 

c- Osmosis 

d- Cytoplasm 

 

Part B: Language 
Directions: Do as directed: 

 

A. Write the correct form of the irregular verb in simple past tense.  

1- The moon came (come) out late last night.  

2- Jessica lost (lose) her first tooth this morning.  

3- My entire family caught (catch) the flu last winter.  

4- The employees did (do) a lot of work today. 

 

B. Choose “have”, “has” then write the correct form of the verb to show 

Present Perfect Tense: 

1- (Have/Has) you chosen (to choose) a name for your new baby?  

2- All the money (have/has) been stolen (to steal) from the bank.  

3- If the enemy sinks another battleship, they will (have/has) sunk (to sink) five 

of them today.  

4- By the time we arrive in Mexico, we will (have/has) driven (to drive) 800 miles 

total. 

 

C. Rewrite the following sentences by making the necessary corrections: 

1. The students did not completed their project. 

The students did not complete their project. 

2. William Shakespeare have many famous writings. 

William Shakespeare has many famous writings. 

3. The two kids gone to play. 

The two kids went to play. 

4. Our school chosen the student's council. 

Our school chose the student's council. 

 

D. Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees with the subject: 

1. Either my brother or my friend (is, are) coming to the meeting. 
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2. The dog or the cats (is, are) outside. 

3. Either my shoes or your coat (is, are) always on the floor. 

4. Benito (doesn't, don't) know the answer. 

E. Rewrite each sentence below correcting each error in parallelism: 

1. We debated between two options immigration had given us: going back to 

Nicaragua or to stay in the US with no hope of ever going back. 

We debated between two options immigration had given us: going back to 

Nicaragua or staying in the US with no hope of ever going back. 

 

2. The house sitter lost the keys, neglected the dogs, and she also trashed the 

kitchen. 

The house sitter lost the keys, neglected the dogs, and trashed the kitchen. 

3. Miranda’s flowers are neither red, nor are they orange. 

Miranda’s flowers are neither red nor orange. 

 

4. Andrew was both an industrious student, and he was also an excellent athlete. 

Andrew was both an industrious student and an excellent athlete. 

F. Rewrite the following sentence using the active voice: 

1. We are taught grammar by Ms. Sullivan. 

Ms. Sullivan teaches us grammar. 

2. He was praised by the teacher. 

The teacher praised him. 

3. The town was destroyed by an earthquake. 

An earthquake destroyed the town. 

4. By whom were you taught French? 

Who taught you French? 

 

G. Rewrite the following sentences using the passive voice: 

 

1. They/somebody killed the snake with a stick. 

The snake was killed with a stick.  

2. The people welcomed the minister.  

The minister was welcomed by the people. 

3. They found him guilty of murder.  

He was found guilty of murder. 



 8 

4. John Mathews built this house in 1991. 

This house was built by John Mathews in 1991. 

Part C: Vocabulary 

 

A. fill in the blanks with the correct word. The meaning of the text should 

stay the same: 
 

1. The cave contained many prehistoric____________. 

A- droll                    B- gait                          C-artifacts 

  

2. He___________ a book of poems. 

A- presumed             B- compiled                     C- refuted  

    

3. The ruler generous donation was a great_______ to the charity's fund-raising 

campaign. 

        A-boon                   B- disadvantage                         C-anguished  
 
 

B. Figure out the meaning of each bold word by using the context clues in the 

sentence:  
 

4. The mass exodus from the cities for the beaches and the mountains on most 

summer weekends. 

 

A. gushes  

B. fluxes 

C. hides  

 

5. The author's right to royalties shall subsist for the term of the copyright. 

A. expire 

B. exist 

C. refuse  

 

6. He is content with the normalcy and does not like change.  

 

A. status quo 

B. abnormality 

C. anomaly 
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C. Use the following words in meaningful sentences: 

 

 7. neurological:  

Answers will vary. 

 

8. opaque: 

Answers will vary. 

D. Choose the correct synonym for each of the following words: 
 

1. exodus:            a. emigration      b. slapdash           c. recent 

 

2. morose:            a. latent             b. doleful              c. cheerful 

 

3. paramount:       a. opaque            b. foremost          c. plus  
 

E: Choose the correct antonyms for each of the following words: 
 

1. reprimand:      a. conformity          b. enduring          c. praise 

 

2. prattle:           a. speak concisely   b. annihilated      c. fetid 

 

3. freedom:          a. rebut                 b. servitude         c. liability  
          

  


