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Part I: Reading Comprehension 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and answer questions 1 and 2. 

Black History Month is unnecessary. In a place and time in which we overwhelmingly elected an 

African-American president, we can and should move to a post-racial approach to education. As 

Detroit Free Press columnist Rochelle Riley wrote in a February 1 column calling for an end to 

Black History Month, "I propose that, for the first time in American history, this country has 

reached a point where we can stop celebrating separately, stop learning separately, stop being 

American separately." 

In addition to being unnecessary, the idea that African-American history should be focused on in a 

given month suggests that it belongs in that month alone. Instead, it is important to incorporate 

African-American history into what is taught every day as American history. It needs to be 

recreated as part of mainstream thought and not as an optional, often irrelevant, side note. We 

should focus efforts on pushing schools to diversify and broaden their curricula. 

There are a number of other reasons to abolish it. First of all, it has become a shallow commercial 

ritual that does not even succeed in its (limited and misguided) goal of focusing for one month on 

a sophisticated, intelligent appraisal of the contributions and experiences of African-Americans 

throughout history. Second, there is a paternalistic flavor to the mandated bestowing of a month in 

which to study African-American history that is overcome if we instead assert the need for a 

comprehensive curriculum. Third, the idea of Black History Month suggests that the knowledge 

imparted in that month is for African-Americans only, rather than for all people. 

1. The author's primary purpose in this passage is to... 

a. Argue that Black History Month should not be so commercial.  

b. Argue that Black History Month should be abolished.  

c. Argue that Black History Month should be maintained.  

d. Suggest that African-American history should be taught in two months rather than just one.  

e. Argue that African-American history is not part of mainstream curriculum. 

2. The writer of the passage mentioned a number of reasons to abolish the idea which he 

introduced, mention two of those reasons: Answers may vary. 

Reason 1. _______________________________________________________________ 

Reason 2. _______________________________________________________________ 
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Literature 

Speech in the Virginia Convention 

1. What rhetorical device is Henry using in the following quotation? 

 “Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? What terms shall we find which have not 

already been exhausted?”  

A. repeated phrases  

B. antithesis of ideas 

 C. rhetorical questions 

 D. parallelism of structure  

 

2. What tone does Henry use to appeal his audience? Answers may vary. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.Which one is an example of antithesis? 

a. What is it that gentlemen wish? 

b. Let it come! I repeat it, Sir, let it come! 

c. Give me liberty, or give me death! 

Adam 

1.  How is Sousa’s attitude toward the birth of his child different than Heinz’s attitude? Use 

three details from the story to support your response. Answers may vary. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Record what you learn about the main character, Heinz Knechtmann, through the methods of 

characterization listed in the first column of the chart. Answers may vary. 

 

 Physical Appearance 
 

 Character’s Thoughts and Feelings 
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Vocabulary 

 

A) Directions: Choose the answer that best explains the meaning of each underlined word.  

 

1) To extenuate means to: 

A) Lessen  

B) Interact with 

C) Worsen 

D) Plot about 

2) What does martial mean? 

A) Warlike 

B) Strong 

C) Purposeful 

D) Persuasive  

3) Insidious means 

A) Insulting 

B) Curious  

C) Ignorant 

D) Stealthy /treacherous 

4) If something is invincible , it is 

A) Original 

B) Unbeatable 

C) Imperfect  

D) Useless 

5) Vigilant means 

A) Disciplined 

B) Organized 

C) Watchful 

D) Quiet  

6) Supinely means 

A) resting peacefully in the open 

B) distributed evenly throughout an area 

C) lying face upward in a helpless 

manner 

D) spread thinly over a wide surface 

7) If something is inviolate, it is 

A) Intact 

B) Grand 

C) Important 

D) Endless  

8) Deference means: 

A) Honor 

B) Disrespect 

C) Disappointment  

D) Respect  

9) Corroborate means: 

A) Rust 

B) Support 

C) Decline 

D) Accept  

10) Subservient means: 

A) Powerful 

B) Servile 

C) Above 

D) Below  

B) Directions: Choose the answer that best completes the sentence or answers the question. 

1. Because it lasts only a short time, a sunset could be described as: 

A) Mystical 

B) Meteorological 

C) Circuitous 

D) Transient 

2. An idea or statement that expresses a universally accepted principle is: 

A) Trite  

B) Bogus    

C) Axiomatic 

D) vitriolic 
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3. Which of the following is another word for self-government? 

A) Subjection 

B) Autonomy 

C) Topography 

D) Sangfroid  

 

4. A baseball bat that is too large for a child could be described as: 

A) Bombastic 

B) Inadvertent 

C) Unwieldy  

D) Tenuous  

 

5. To chain or shackle is to: 

A) Emancipate 

B) Flout 

C) Fetter 

D) Extricate 

 

Language and Grammar 

 

A) Read each sentence. On the line, write the type of sentence it is: simple, compound, 

complex, or compound-complex. 

  

             EXAMPLE If you want to be a writer, follow these tips.  Complex  

 

1. Students who want to become professional writers should read constantly. 

_________________________CX 
 

2. Famous author Gary Paulsen says that writers should read like a wolf eats. 

_________________________CX 
 

3. These suggestions may sound complicated and time-consuming. 

______________________________________S 
 

4. However, editors and readers respect experience and dedication. 

________________________________ S 
 

5. If you can, form a writing club, and review your own work and friends’ work. 

______________________CD CX 
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B) Edit these sentences for parallel structure. (Answers) 

 

 1. Cathy was not only Sarah’s sister, but also her mentor.  

2. If you go to the bookshop, please remember to pick up your books, to buy some stationary, and 

to look for a latest novel.  

3. I spent four hours with Mr. Jonathan, reviewing my project performance, evaluating my targets, 

and discussing my future prospects with the organization.  

4. Mr. Johnson’s speech was imprecise, monotonous, and unnecessary. 

5. John likes hiking, swimming, and taking afternoon naps. 

6. They will not admit their mistake nor will they apologize.  

7. Mrs. Davis need a new sofa, table and lamps for her TV lounge.  

8. Literature classes teach students to analyze texts, think critically, and improve writing skills. 

9. He is man of great talent, ability and high intelligence.  

10. They finally made the decision to go to university and chose a subject.  

11. Every morning of our vacation, it either rained or snowed.  

12. He would rather play in the yard than study in the college. 

 

 

 

 


