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Part A: Reading Comprehension 

 

1. Read the passage, then answer the question. 

           Naomi Wandered through the busy streets, looking around frantically.  It was 

Saturday, market day.  How would she ever find her little brother in the huge crowd of 

people?  She started to cry.  Then, a young woman standing outside her shop door asked 

Naomi what was wrong.  Naomi told her about her, and the kind woman offered to help 

find him. 

Which sentence best states Naomi's conflict?  

a. Naomi is lost in the crowd.  

b. Naomi is afraid to talk to strangers.  

c. Naomi is crying.  

d. Naomi has lost her brother. 

 

2. Identify the kind of conflict. Put a tick in the correct box. 

 Internal 

Conflict 

External 

Conflict 

Both 

Internal 

and 

External 

conflict 

a. Lance had to decide between going to the party 

and studying for the big test. 

   

b. Cynthia turned around and faced the bully.  "You 

need to leave me alone," she said. 

   

c. Smoke forced the firefighter to find another 

way into the building. 

   

d. Patti tried to calm the frightened dog.  Suddenly, 

it lunged at her, barking and snapping.  Patti 

slowly backed away. 
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e. Derrick hated giving speeches, and his was due 

tomorrow.  Just the thought of standing in front 

of all those people made him feel sick to his 

stomach. 

   

f. Ray had to write a song for the talent show, but 

he could not think of one.  Then, he heard his 

sister's music blaring.  How was he going to write 

anything now? 

   

g. Carroll hated running laps in the Gym class. She 

dreaded it everyday because she always Finished 

last. Vicki, the star of the track team, often 

made fun of her, too. 

   

h. It was dusk, and they were only halfway down the 

mountain.  Ari and Dale walked faster.  Suddenly, 

the sun vanished behind a mountain range and the 

path went dark. 

   

 

 

3. Read the passage, then answer the question. 

Hank Williams was one of the most influential singers and composers in the history of 

Country music.  Born in Alabama in September of 1923, he began performing in his home 

state while still a teenager.  Williams died under mysterious circumstances on January 1, 

1953, two years after one of his most popular songs, "Cold, Cold Heart,"  was released. 

Which event happened last? 

a. "Cold, Cold Heart "was released. 

b. Williams began performing. 

c. Williams died under mysterious circumstances. 

 

4. Read the sample poem.  Then, answer the question. 

On a Warm, sunny beach I sit 

in my mind 

waves crash, gurgle, sigh, slush. 

Suddenly shadows invade my eyes, 

and someone calls my name. 

Once more I am locked in the dungeon of algebra. 

 

What sound devices are used in this poem? 

a. alliteration and onomatopoeia 

b. assonance and onomatopoeia 

c. rhyme and meter 

d. Consonance and rhyme 

 



 

3 | P a g e 
 

 

5. Read each sample poem, and select the type of figurative language being used. 

In this lonely street 

I am a tumbleweed 

Bouncing from nowhere 

To nowhere. 

a. Simile 

b. Metaphor 

 

6. Read each sample poem, and select the type of figurative language being used. 

The clouds jog 

Across the sky, 

Chasing playfully after 

One another. 

a. Personification 

b. Exaggeration 

 

7. Which words in this excerpt tell you that the narrator is going to interrupt the 

sequence of events with a flashback? 

“Between you and me, I feel that listening to complaining and busting dust should earn 

thirty-five dollars per hour. But, I’m remembering being in our attic after my dad died” 

a. “Between you and me” 

b. “should earn” 

c. “I’m remembering” 

d. “after my dad died” 

 

8. Which words tells you the sequence of Benjamin’s actions? 

“Then he gets dizzy and has to sit down; lying down comes moments later after his face 

gets a little pale” 

a. “gets dizzy” 

b. “lying down” 

c. “moments later” 

d. “a little pale” 

 

Part B: Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Write the word from the box that correctly completes each sentence.  

9. Benjamin’s decision to help with today’s job is an ____________. He usually avoids 

work. 

dingy  -  miniscule  -  propriety  -  turmoil  -  vileness  -  aberration 
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10. Fingerprints on the woodwork and stacks of yellowing newspapers on the floor made 

the apartment appear _____________. 

11. The customer lost a ___________ diamond chip from her ring and demanded that 

we sift through the vacuum cleaner bag to try to find it. 

12. Clients trust the cleaners completely. To maintain the relationship, the employees 

need to act with ___________ at all times. 

13. She was in ___________ over whether to accept the unpleasant job or give up the 

money she needed. 

14. The _____________ of the moldy carpet’s odor was even more unbearable after 

we ripped up the carpet. 

 

Circle the word in each group that has the opposite meaning of the boldfaced word. 

15. dingy 

a. curved                       c. quiet 

b. angry                         d. bright 

 

16. miniscule 

a. significant                  c. useless 

b. personal                     d. special 

 

17. propriety 

a. success                      c. honesty 

b. rudeness                    d. sequence 

 

18. turmoil 

a. appearance                  c. distinction 

b. calm                            d. astonishment 

 

19. vileness 

a. backwardness               c. difficulty 

b. pleasantness                d. withered 

 

20. aberration 

a. consistency                  c. assumption 

b. enthusiasm                   d. discussion 

 

 

Choose the answer that best explains the meaning of each underlined word. 

 

21. Something that is miniscule is very _____ 

a. heavy                              c. dull 

b. small                               d. old 
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22. Vileness means ___________ 

a. sadness                        c. cleverness 

b. kindness                       d. unpleasantness 

 

23. What does dingy mean? 

a. sick                              c. dirty 

b. busy                             d. spoiled 

 

24. Propriety means _____________ 

a. the quality of being proper              c. a way to find success 

b. the easiest way to clean                  d. a type of good luck 

 

25. What is turmoil ? 

a. a time of change                           c. the rules of respect 

b. the way to mourn                         d. a state of confusion 

 

 

Part C: Language 

 

Identify the underlined verb(s) in each sentence below as present, past, future, 

present perfect, past perfect, or future perfect. 

 

26. I have begun a biography of Marian Anderson, a famous singer. 

27. Anderson’s life and career fascinate me.  

28. By next Thursday, I will have finished the book. 

29. Some people remember her 1939 performance at the Lincoln Memorial. 

30.That concert attracted a crowd of 75,000. 

 

Look for unnecessary tense shifts in the sentences below. Circle any errors you 

find, and write the correct verb. If a sentence is correct as is, write C. 

 

31. Last year Mrs. Lee chooses a scientist each week and told us about him or her. 

32. Albert Einstein was a physicist, and he had won a Nobel Prize in 1921. 

33. In the 1600s, Isaac Newton studied gravity and explores the laws of motion. 

34. Stephen Hawking has written several books on space and time and will publish 

another one soon. 

35. Jane Goodall, who is born in 1934, has received many awards for her research on 

chimpanzees.  

 

First, label each underlined word as ADJ for adjective or ADV for adverb. Then, 

circle the word(s) it describes. 

 

36. People from Thailand originally lived in southern China. 
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37. Thailand has a rich history of cultural traditions. 

 

Underline the correct adjective or adverb in parentheses. 

38. Tourists enjoy visiting several (real, really) old temples near Bangkok. 

39. They are among the most (brilliantly, brilliant) decorated ones in the world. 

40. The Emerald Buddha Temple is in this (historically, historic) city.  

 

 

 

 

Part D: Writing 

Write a descriptive essay in which you have an introduction, a body, and a 

conclusion on the given topic below. 

Give a tour of one room in your house by describing the most important objects in 

that room. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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Focus Organization Voice Word 

Choice 

Sentence 

Fluency 

Conventions Total 

       

 


