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Part I: Reading Comprehension 

Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage to answer 

questions.      Skill: Understanding Characters 

The Kitchen Assistant 

      “Faster, boy!” shouted Chef almost in Jack’s ear. Jack jumped and looked around at 

Chef’s red face. He knew better than to say anything because his boss would just get even 

angrier. 

     “Hurry up with that, whatever it is you’re making,” growled Chef as he returned to his 

cozy chair by the fire. Ever since Jack had arrived at Dragonshadow Castle to work as a 

kitchen assistant, Chef had made him do more and more of the work. He cooked almost 

everything for King Balthazar and his court now, but the king didn’t know it. He thought 

Chef did all the cooking. 

      Jack sighed and kept stirring the huge pot of stew as Chef began to snore. Jack took 

a little taste of the stew and, as always, it was terribly boring. Chef made sure only tiny 

amounts of herbs and spices went into the food. He said the king liked his food that way, 

but Jack suspected that Chef stole the extra spices and sold them. 

       Jack was really tired of always cooking bland food. Suddenly, he had an idea. He 

sneaked over to the shelf and grabbed big handfuls of herbs. While Chef just kept 

snoring, Jack threw the herbs into the pot. Soon the kitchen smelled delicious. 

       When Chef woke up, he sniffed the air and roared, “What have you done? I can tell 

you’ve done something to my recipe!” 
Just then, the royal servants came and grabbed the pot of stew. Chef followed after 

them, still screeching, and pulled Jack along by his ear. “I’ll have the king fire you for 

this,” he snarled. 

        At the king’s table, just as Chef threw Jack to the floor in front of the royal family, 

King Balthazar raised a spoon to his lips. “My gracious goodness!” he said. 

       “I can explain everything,” said Chef, glaring at poor Jack, who had skinned his knee 

on the marble floor. “It is all the fault of this dreadful, disobedient boy. He made the 

stew. I had nothing to do with it. You should fire him immediately.” 
King Balthazar looked at Jack. “Is this true, boy?” 
“Yes, S-s-sire,” Jack stammered, hanging his head. 
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“Very well,” said the king as he rose to his feet. “I agree, I need to do some firing. Chef, 

consider yourself unemployed. Jack, you are the new chef. This is the best stew I’ve ever 

had!” 
1. Which words best describe the character of Chef?  

A. friendly and energetic  

B. helpful and talented  

C. kind and generous  

D. lazy and dishonest 

 

2. Which detail in the story suggests that Jack was serious and hardworking? 

A. He said nothing that would make Chef angry.  

B. He did most of the cooking for the king. 

C. He got really tired of cooking bland stew. 

D. He admitted that he had made the stew. 

 

3. Why did Jack decide to put herbs in the stew?  

A. He wanted to make Chef angry.  

B. He did not want Chef to sell the herbs.  

C. He thought the stew tasted boring.  

D. He wanted the royal servants to smell the stew. 

 

4. How did Jack get what he deserved?  

A. Chef finally realized how hard Jack worked.  

B. King Balthazar found out the herbs.  

C. Jack told the king how Chef made stew.  

D. The king thought Chef stole some spices. 

 

Skill : Sequence of Events 

 

Kayla Become a Superstar 

Directions: Read the story and recall the order in which the events took place below. 

One very beautiful, clear night, a girl named Kayla and her mother were talking and looking 

up in the sky at the stars. Kayla said, "Mom I hate how I look. My hair is so ugly; there's 

never anything to do with it. And my clothes - they're awful!" 

"Well Kayla you need to accept who you are and like it," said Kayla's mother. 

Just then, a shooting star flew past. Kayla saw it and wished that she was a superstar like 

Christina Aguilera. 

 

After Kayla said her wish, her mother said, "Time for bed." 

The next morning Kayla woke up to a man she had never met in her whole life. The man 

kept telling her, "Wake up! Wake up! You need to start early today if you want to sing well 

in your concert tonight!!!" 

Then Kayla said, "What? What concert?" 
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Then it hit her; she had wished on the star and it came true! Kayla looked in the mirror 

and it was Christina Aguilera's face staring back at her. She jumped up and said, "Where 

is everyone? Aren't they supposed to be getting all my make-up and hair ready for me?" 

"Of course," said the man. "They have been waiting for you to get up all morning." 

"Well where are they?" 

"Christina, are you feeling ok? You are acting like someone else." 

"Oh yeah, I am fine." said Kayla. 

 

Kayla got up and started getting all dressed up and ready for the big night. When she was 

done, she had to go to practice for the concert that night. 

Kayla was having blast until she got to rehearsal. First, she had a hard time getting to 

rehearsal because so many annoying people with cameras were shouting at her and telling 

her how great it must be to be a superstar. Then at rehearsals she had a hard time 

getting the dancing moves right. It was a total disaster. 

 

She was just beginning to realize that being a superstar wasn't so awesome after all when 

it was time to go on stage in front of everyone. She didn't know what to do. She thought 

fast and looked in the sky but didn't see any shooting star. At that moment the man who 

woke her up this morning said, "You go on in 5, 4,3,2,1. You're on!" 

 

Kayla walked out on stage did know what to do so she started talking to the crowd. She 

started to talk to them about being yourself keeping goals and NEVER wishing you were 

someone else because everyone is perfect in their own way. 

At that moment, she saw a shooting star and wished she was in her own home, wearing her 

own clothes, and back to her own life! Suddenly, she was on her porch with her mom 

talking and looking up in the beautiful sky with the stars shinning bright! 

 

A. Place the events in the correct sequence by using the numbers  1-6: 

 

________ Kayla was woken by a strange man.  

  

________ Kayla told her Mom that she didn't like her hair.  

  

_________ Kayla arrived at the rehearsal.  

   

_________ Kayla was back on her front porch.  

  

_________ Kayla wished upon a star in her back yard.  

  

_________ Kayla looked in the mirror and saw Christina Aguilera's face. 
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Skill: Fact and Opinion 

A Woman Traveler in Asia 

 

        In the 1800s, girls were supposed to live quiet, respectable lives. They were 

generally not allowed to have adventures. But one little girl in France thought that idea 

was silly. She wanted to be like the heroes in novels. This girl, named Alexandra David, 

was born in Paris in 1868. Before she was even 18 she had traveled all over Europe. Then 

at 22 she left for Asia, where she traveled alone. Traveling alone was certainly not a 

respectable thing for a woman to do. 

 

      Alexandra made two trips to India and then went to the Middle East. There she met 

a young man from home named Philippe Neel. She married the young man in 1904 and then 

traveled to Sikkim on her own. At that time, Sikkim was a tiny country near Nepal. (It is 

now part of India.) While she was there, she got to know the crown prince. They became 

friends for life. She also met a young Tibetan monk, whom she later adopted as her son. 

This was a very shocking thing to do. 

 

         Later, Alexandra and her new son traveled to Tibet. No one from Europe was 

allowed to visit Tibet, so Alexandra and her son wore disguises. That was a brave thing for 

her to do. While there, Alexandra learned much about Buddhism. Hardly anyone from the 

West knew anything about it. She became one of the first people from Europe to study 

this religion from Asia. 

 

Later in her life, Alexandra wrote many books to tell the world about her life. When her 

books came out, they upset many people who thought Alexandra was an evil person. She 

did things no woman was supposed to do. But those people were mistaken. Alexandra David 

was a brave, heroic woman. 

 

1. Which sentence from the first paragraph states an opinion?  

    A. “This girl, named Alexandra David, was born in Paris in 1868.” 
         B. “Before she was even 18 she had traveled all over Europe.” 

    C. “Then at 22 she left for Asia, where she traveled alone.” 
    D. But one little girl in France thought that idea was silly. 

 

2. Which is a fact stated in the last paragraph?  

    A. Alexandra wrote many books to tell the world about her life.  

    B. Alexandra was an evil person.  

    C. Alexandra was a brave, heroic woman.  

    D. People were mistaken. 
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Skill: Author’s purpose 
Island of Mystery 

         In the Pacific Ocean, far from any other lands, lies a mysterious place called Easter 

Island. This strange island is covered with many huge statues carved from stone. The 

statues are very old, and no one knows exactly why they were made. They look like odd-

shaped heads, but they are really whole carved bodies. The earth has built up around 

them over time, so the bodies of most of the statues are buried up to their necks. 

1. The author’s purpose in the passage is to __________.  

A. give information about Easter Island  

B.  persuade the reader to visit Easter Island  

C. entertain the reader 

 

Part II: Vocabulary  

Direction: What does the underlined word mean in each sentence below? 

1. The spacecraft exited the planet’s orbit and vanished into the black void. 

A. deep pit 

B. empty space 

C. forgotten area 

D. mysterious place 

 

2. The mayor gave credit and praise to the hardworking employees. 

A. cash  

B. disapproval  

C. fault  

D. recognition 

 

3. The party planner is handling every aspect of the reception, from hiring the 

florist to creating the menu.  

A. condition  

B. mood  

C. element  

D. shape 

 

         4. This flower grows predominantly in shady conditions.  

        A. lastly  

        B. mainly  

        C. occasionally  

        D. rarely 

     5. The tension between the two friends was eased by Jason’s apology.  

       A. closeness  

       B. emotional strain  

       C. the act of stretching  

       D. the state of being calm 
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6. Noah tried to read despite the clamor of the children and barking dogs on the 

playground.  

A. fighting  

B. demands  

C. loud noises  

D. playful sounds 

 

7. The young children clustered around the baby animals in the petting zoo. 

 A. grew up together  

 B. walked in a circle  

 C. gathered into a bunch  

 D. separated from a group 

 

8. Susan gave her departing friend a doleful look.  

A. cheerful  

B. mournful  

C. spirited  

D. threatening 

 

9. After getting the large dog out of the house, Reed coaxed the frightened puppy out 

from underneath the table.  

A. chased  

B. ordered  

C. persuaded  

D. trapped 

 

10. The radio was a technological innovation at the turn of the twentieth century.  

A. transition  

B. inspiration  

C. something new  

D. something altered 

Part III: Vocabulary Strategies 

A. Directions: Write the prefix (de - or trans -) to make the word match its 

definition. 

 

1.____port = to carry from one place to another 

 

2.____ tach = to separate 

 

3.____ stroy= to break,  damage, or end something 

 

4.____ late = to change from one language to another 
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B. Directions: Fill in the blank with the correct suffix from the box to make the 

word that matches each description. 

 
1. A person who act on a stage is an act___. 

 

2. Someone who works in a library is a librar___. 

 

3. Things that are alike are simil___. 

 

4. A woman who studies science is a scient___. 

 

5. A man who works on a farm is a farm___. 

 

6. Someone who lives in your neighborhood is resid___. 

 

Part IV: Language  

A. Directions: Read the sentences below and choose the correct answer. 

 

1. What is the simple subject of the following sentence? 

The people elected a governor. 

      a. people 

      b. governor 

      c. elected 

      d.The  

 

2. What is the complete predicate of the following sentence? 

The spring brought warmer weather. 

      a. The spring 

      b. brought 

      c. spring 

       d. brought warmer weather 

 

3. What part of the sentence is the underlined words? 

The new baby has my old room. 

       a. Complete subject 

         b. Simple subject 

         c. Complete Predicate 

         d. Simple Predicate 
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4. What part of the sentence is the underlined words? 

We decorated the room with wallpaper. 

        a. Complete subject 

        b. Simple subject 

        c. Complete Predicate 

        d. Simple Predicate 

 

5.  What part of the sentence is the underlined words? 

My mother sings to the baby at night. 

       a. Complete subject 

       b. Simple subject 

       c. Complete Predicate 

       d. Simple Predicate 

 

B. Directions: Read the sentences below and choose the correct answer. 

 

1. Which of the underlined words is a common noun in the sentence below? 

Megan and Tonya found just the movie they were looking for. 

A. Megan  

B. Tonya  

C. movie 

 

2. Which of the underlined words is a proper noun in the sentence below?  

The librarian, Ms. Steinberg, can help you find a book about astronomy. 

A. librarian  

B. Ms. Steinberg  

C. book 

 

3. Which of the underlined words is an abstract noun in the sentence below? Emilio 

noticed the beauty of the painting in the Modern Art Museum. 

A. Emilio  

B. beauty  

C. Modern Art Museum 

 

4. Which of the underlined words is a concrete noun in the sentence below? 

The soldier demonstrated bravery, honor, and loyalty. 

A. soldier  

B. bravery  

C. honor 

 

      5. Which of the underlined words is a collective noun in the sentence below?  

         The sixth-grade class took a field trip to the museum in Tallahassee.  
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          A. class  

          B. field trip  

          C. museum 

 

C.Directions: Choose the words that correctly complete the sentences below. 

 

1. The ________ met to discuss their upcoming class projects.  

     A. teacheres  

     B. teachers  

     C. teacher’s 

 

2. In a strange turn of events, we saw two _____ chase the cat!  

     A. mice  

     B. mices  

     C. mouses 

3. The ______ laughter filled the house.  

A. children’s  

B. childrens’  
C. childrens’s 

 

4.The _______dressing room is downstairs 

A. men’s 

B. mens 

C. mens’ 
 

D. Read the sentences below and choose the correct type of sentence. 

1.  I lost my wallet at the concert. 

a. Interrogative 

b. Declarative 

c. Imperative 

d. Exclamatory 

 

2. Oh, I lost my wallet at the concert! 

a. Interrogative 

b. Declarative 

c. Imperative 

d. Exclamatory 

 

3. Please leave your boots at the door. 

a. Interrogative 

b. Declarative 

c. Imperative 

d. Exclamatory 
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4. Are you ready to go? 

a. Interrogative 

b. Declarative 

c. Imperative 

d. Exclamatory 

Part IV: Writing  

Directions: Choose one of the following topics 

 

1. You are going to write a story a time when your parent told you to donate one of 

your favorite toys with a child in need, what would it be? Why?  

Think about one of your favorite things that you would donate and why.  

             Here are some questions to help you think about and plan your story:  

           • What did you donate?  
           • Why did you select this particular item to donate?  
           • What do you think happened as a result of the donation?  
           • Did this experience change the way you feel about helping others in need? 

 

2. You are going to write a story about how you stood up to a bully to defend one of 

your fellow classmates. How did this person respond to your act of kindness?  

Here are some questions to help you think about and plan your story:  

• Who was the person that you stood up for?  
• Why did you decide to defend this person?  
• What happened as a result of the experience?  
• How did your classmate respond to your assistance?  

• Did this experience change the way you feel about bullying? 
  

________________________________ 
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