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Part A: Reading Comprehension (Story Structure) 

Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage to 

answer questions 1–5.   

Buried Alive  

Jen and Kurt got off the chairlift and skied to the top of the trail for their 

last run of the day. They were both exhausted. Suddenly, they spotted a skier 

slipping past a fence put up by the Ski Patrol. A sign on the fence warned 

DANGER–KEEP OUT! Within minutes, a wave of snow rushed down the mountain 

and covered the skier. There was no sign of him as the snow continued to 

rumble down the slope. “Oh, no,” cried Jen, “I think that skier’s in serious 

trouble.” She reached for her radio and called the Ski Patrol. “Ski Patrol here,” 
her father responded. “Dad, it’s Jen. Kurt and I are standing at the top of 

Meadow Trail. A skier just went down the fenced-off trail. He set off an 

avalanche, and he’s buried!” “I’ll send the rescue team,” said Dad. The team 

arrived within minutes. The rescue dog located the spot where the skier was 

buried. With small metal shovels, the rescue workers dug out the skier as 

quickly as they could. He seemed to be okay as they strapped him into a sled 

and started down the mountain. “Great work, kids,” Dad said proudly.  

  

1. Where does this story take place?  

A. at a hospital                         B. in a classroom   

C. in a forest                             D. on a mountain  



2. What was the problem in this story?   

A. Jen and Kurt were tired.                      B. They could not ski the last run of 

the day.   

C. A skier got buried in an avalanche.   D. The rescue team could not find the 

skier  

3. How did Jen feel when she saw the skier disappear?  

A. excited              B. worried   

C. angry                  D. proud  

  

4. How did the dog help the rescue team?  

The dog located the spot where the skier was buried. 

  

5. What happened to the skier at the end of the story?  

He was rescued.  

 

Reading Comprehension (Author’s Purpose) 

 

Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage to 

answer questions 1–2.   

Tropical Fish Tanks  

Tropical fish tanks take time to set up, and they are not cheap. But they are 

easy to keep up, and they’re fun. Here’s how to get started. First, you have to 

decide on the size of your tank. It is best to begin with a ten-gallon tank. 

That’s big enough for six to eight fish. Next, fill the tank with clean water. 

Water from a sink is fine, but the water has to be clean. You will need to buy a 

small heater to keep the water warm enough for the fish. But the water cannot 

be too warm, and it cannot be too salty. You will need a filter to keep the water 

clean. Fish also need places to sleep and hide. You can buy plants or a little cave 

or even a toy pirate ship at the store. Now your tank is ready. You can pick out 

some fish. Goldfish are always good. Angelfish are pretty, and don’t forget to 

buy a couple of suckers. They help keep the tank clean.  

1. The author wrote this passage to ________________   



A. make you want to get a fish tank   

B. tell a funny story about fish   

C. tell how to start a fish tank  

  

2. What does the author think of fish tanks? 

    A. They are silly.   

B. They are fun to have.   

C. They cost too much money.  

 

 

 

Reading Comprehension (Cause and Effect) 

 

Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage to 

answer questions 1–5.  

Saving Joseph  

On July 6, 1885, Joseph Meister was only nine years old. But his chances of 

reaching ten were almost zero. Joseph had been bitten by a mad dog that had 

rabies. Then and now, rabies could kill you. Joseph’s family lived in a French 

village.  

His mother took him to the city of Paris to see a scientist named Louis Pasteur. 

Pasteur had just found a way to cure rabies, or so he thought. His new cure had 

not been tested yet. Pasteur knew that Joseph could not wait, but Pasteur was 

worried. He was not a doctor. If his “cure” killed the boy, he could go to jail. 

Later, people asked why Pasteur risked everything for a sick little boy. Louis 

Pasteur had been fighting disease his whole life. He thought most diseases 

were caused by germs. Germs are small, unseen creatures. They live in the air 

and water. They grow inside and outside the body. Pasteur had found cures for 

some diseases. His ideas led to many other cures. Pasteur won many prizes, but 

he also knew great sadness. Three of his five children had died of disease. 

Some people think that is what pushed him to fight illnesses. When Pasteur saw 

Joseph, maybe he remembered his own dying children. Pasteur decided to risk 

everything. He gave his new cure to Joseph Meister, and the boy lived. When 

Pasteur died ten years later, his body was placed in the Pasteur Institute in 

Paris. Later, Joseph Meister worked as the caretaker there. Meister died in 



1940 defending the Institute against the German army. Joseph was sixty-four. 

He had lived a full life, thanks to Louis Pasteur.  

  

1. What caused Joseph Meister to get sick in 1885?  

A. He got bit by a dog with rabies.   

B. He visited Paris for the first time.   

C. Pasteur gave him some medicine.   

D. His chances of reaching ten were almost zero.  

2. Joseph’s mother took him to Paris because she 

__________.   

A. knew he had never seen Paris before   

B. thought Pasteur should go to jail   

C. wanted Louis Pasteur to treat him   

D. was going to work at the Pasteur Institute  

   

3. Why was Pasteur worried about helping Joseph?  A. 

His cure was not working on children.   

B. The boy was too young.   

C. The boy’s chances of reaching ten were almost zero.   

D. He could go to jail if the boy died.  

4. What is the most likely reason Pasteur decided to 

treat Joseph?  A. Joseph was only nine years old.   

B. Pasteur was friends with Joseph’s family.   

C. Pasteur thought of his own children who had died.   

D. Pasteur was sure his cure would work.  

5. What effect did Pasteur’s treatment have on 

Joseph?   

A. Joseph died ten years later.   

B. Joseph found cures for many diseases.   

C. Joseph became a scientist in Paris.   

D. Joseph was cured and went on to live a full life.  

 

 

 

 



Part B: Vocabulary (Prefixes) 

 

 

Directions: Read the prefix definitions below. Write a definition for 

each word in italics. Then write a sentence using that word.  

  

Prefix  Definition  Example  

re-   again, back   rebuild means to build 

again  

un   - not, opposite of  unclean means not clean; 

the opposite of clean  

Dis-   not, not any, opposite of  disbelieve means to not 

believe  

  

1. Reconsider     means.   Consider again 

______________________________________________________ 

  

2. Unintended    means.  Not intended 

______________________________________________________  

  

3. Discomfort     means. Not comfort 

______________________________________________________ 

  

Write at least one additional word for each prefix. You may use a 

dictionary to help you.   

  

4. re-       answers will vary for example: rewrite 

5. un-     answers will vary for example: untidy 

6. dis-      answers will vary for example: disagree  

 

 

 



    Directions: Read the prefix definitions. Then use the sentences below to 

help you write the definition for the underlined word in each sentence. 

 

1. I lost my homework, so I had to redo it.                 Redo means.   

Do again 

  

2. Mark and Jeremy had unequal apple slices.               Unequal means.   

Not equal 

  

3. Sara sat on the wet bench in discomfort.                  Discomfort 

means.  

Not comfort 

  

4. If you disobey the rules, you will be punished.         Disobey means.   

The opposite of obey  

  

5. The child was unhappy after she broke her toy.         Unhappy  

Means not happy  

 

Directions: Read the prefix definitions above. Then match the word to the 

correct definition. Write the letter of the correct definition next to the word.  

  

1. untie                     4      a. not obey   

  

2. replay                    2     b. play again   

  

3. discomfort           1     c. the opposite of tie  

  

4. disobey                 3    d. the opposite of comfort  

  

Directions: write the meaning for each prefix on the lines below.  

  

1. Re-     again 

2. Un-    not, the opposite   

3. Dis-    not, the opposite   



 

 

  

   

  

  



1. Immature means not mature (My little brother is immature to decide what to 

do.) 

2. Incapable means not capable (I was incapable of holding the heavy bag) 

3. Irrelevant means not relevant (The teacher said that my ideas in the IDP are 

irrelevant to the main title.) 

4. Illiterate means not literate (My grandma is illiterate. She doesn’t know how to 

readr and write.) 

5. Answers will vary for example: independent (Adults are independent. They can 

do their own things alone.) 

6. Answers will vary for example: impossible (It is impossible to finish all this 

work in a short time.) 

7. Answers will vary for example: illegal (It is illegal to bully.) 

8. Answers will vary for example: irregular ( She was behaving in an irregular 

manner.) 

 

Directions: Read the prefix definitions below.  Write a definition for each 

word in italics.  Then write a sentence using that word.  

Prefix   Definition  Example  

non-   

  

not  nonissue means not an issue  

mis  bad, badly, lack wrong, wrongly, 

failure  

  

mispronounce  means  pronounce wrongly  

 



 

 

1. without stopping 

2. informed wrongly 

3. not fiction 

4. not conducting 

5. judge wrongly  

Part C: Grammar (Subjects and Predicates ,Kinds of Sentences, Contractions) 

 

 

Identify the subject and the predicate in the following sentences. 

1. The sun was shining brightly. 

2. The dogs were barking loudly. 



3. The pretty girl was wearing a blue frock. 

4. My younger brother serves in the army. 

5. The man and his wife were working in their garden. 

6. My mother and my aunt are trained classical dancers. 

7. You don’t have to wait for me. 

8. We will no longer tolerate this. 

9. The little tree was covered with needles instead of leaves. 

10. A rich merchant was passing by the shoemaker’s window. 

 

Directions: Identify each sentence as declarative, interrogative, imperative, or 

exclamatory. Circle your choice.  

1) How did Tom happen to injure his thumb?  

    (declarative - exclamatory – imperative - interrogative)                                 

  

2) He got a paper cut in school.  

(declarative - exclamatory – imperative - interrogative)  

                                 

3) Get a bandage for Tom now.  

(declarative - exclamatory – imperative - interrogative)    

                               

4) Oh my gosh, I think Tom really injured himself badly!  

(declarative - exclamatory – imperative - interrogative)   

                               

5) Luckily, he will be alright because it was just a paper cut.  

(declarative - exclamatory – imperative - interrogative)         

                        



Directions: Read each sentence and add the correct punctuation mark. 

Then, label it; imperative, declarative, interrogative or exclamatory.   

Example A: You did an excellent job    Answer: You did an excellent job. 

Declarative   

1. How was your day in school ?                

Interrogative  

2.Do your assignments in class on time .                  

Imperative  

 

3.I’m so excited I passed the test . 

Declarative 

 

4.Walking up that mountain is dangerous .              

Declarative 

5. Who is the most popular singer ?             

Interrogative  

6. You need to get with the program . 

Imperative  

7. He is the leader of the group .               

Declarative 

8. What is your favorite magazine ?  

Interrogative  

 

 



 

1.do not   2. cannot    3. would not   4. we will   5. have not    6. he is    7.is not 

8.she will    9. I am   10. you are   11.I would – I had   12.you will   13. didn’t 

14.they’ll    15. they’d   16. he’d   17. weren’t   18.hasn’t    19.had’t   20.she’s 

21. I’ve   22. we’ve   23. he’ll      24. they’d 
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