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FROM BEOWULF 

I. Comprehension 

Read each of the following questions. Then choose the letter of the best answer. 

1. What do the Danes do to avoid Grendel? 

A. hide beneath their beds 

B. sleep far from the hall 

C. sleep during the day 

D. sail to new lands 

2. Grendel finally shows fear when 

A. he is held fast in Beowulf’s grip 

B. Beowulf first approaches him 

C. Beowulf’s men attack him 

D. he runs back to his den 

3. What do the alliteration and kenning in lines 474–478 of this Old English poem 

help convey? 

A. the supernatural qualities of each opponent 

B. Beowulf’s iron will in battle with Grendel 

C. the fierceness and power of the attack 

D. Grendel’s worthiness as an opponent 

4. Beowulf asks Wiglaf to be the next leader because Wiglaf 

A. defeats the dragon alone 

B. asks to be the Geats’ next leader 

C. stands with Beowulf to fight the dragon 

D. shows more strength than Beowulf does 

5. Which is a universal theme in the epic + 

Beowulf? 

A. Kingdoms survive and prosper through warfare. 

B. There will always be another kingdom to help. 

C. Dragons and monsters await everyone. 

D. A good leader is brave and fearless. 
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II.SELECTED POETRY BY WILLIAM BLAKE 

Diagnostic and Selection Tests 

Comprehension 

Read each of the following questions. Then choose the letter of the best answer. 

1. The speaker’s questions in lines 1–2 and 9–10 suggest that the subject of “The 

Lamb” is the___ 

A. lamb’s home 

B. lamb’s daily life 

C. creator of the lamb 

D. speaker’s lack of faith 

2. Reread lines 5–8 of “The Chimney Sweeper” from “Songs of Innocence”. The 

author symbolizes the loss of innocence in these lines with the___ 

A. speaker’s advice to Tom Dacre 

B. death of the speaker’s mother 

C. description of Tom’s dream 

D. shaving of Tom’s head 

3. Why are the boys in Tom’s dream in “The Chimney Sweeper” from “Songs of 

Innocence” able to play on the green plain? 
A. Their jobs as chimney sweepers are a bad dream. 

B. An Angel unlocks the coffins that trap them. 

C. Play is their reward after their hair is cut. 

D. The boys run away from work. 

4. The boy says that he is alone in lines 1–4 of “The Little Boy Lost” because 
the___ 

A. father walks too fast for the boy to keep up 

B. boy only imagines that his father is present 

C. father wants his son to be a chimney sweeper 

D. boy has chosen to cross a swamp alone 

5. The questions in lines 5–8 of “The Tyger” suggest that the____ 
A. fire makes the tiger destructive 

B. sight of the tiger enlightens people 

C. tiger burns with anger at its creator 

D. tiger is a wild and powerful force 

6. In lines 13–16 of “The Tyger,” the descriptions of furnaces, hammers, chains, 

and anvils create a sense of the____ 

A. creator’s hatred 

B. tiger’s calmness 

C. tiger’s happiness 

D. creator’s strength 
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7. Which phrase best expresses the boy’s unhappiness in lines 1–4 of “The 

Chimney Sweeper” from Songs of Experience ? 

A. “Where are thy father and mother” 
B. “gone up to the church to pray” 
C. “Crying ‘’weep, ’weep’” 
D. “among the snow” 
8. The “howling storm” in line 4 of “The Sick Rose” emphasizes that the worm 

is____ 

A. dangerous 

B. invisible 

C. sleepy 

D. lonely 

9. Compare lines 1–4 of the two poems titled “The Chimney Sweeper.” What idea 

do both poems express? 

A. Hard work promises better lives for sweepers. 

B. Some parents force their children to work. 

C. Everyone wants to earn approval from angels. 

D. Angels command people to work hard. 

10. What does the author show his concern for in all of the poems? 

A. illness 

B. religion 

C. innocence 

D. parenthood 

                              II. Unseen Reading Comprehensions:  

In the 16th century, an age of great marine and terrestrial exploration, Ferdinand 

Magellan led the first expedition to sail around the world. As a young Portuguese 

noble, he served the king of Portugal, but he became involved in the quagmire of 

political intrigue at court and lost the king’s favor. After he was dismissed from 

service by the king of Portugal, he offered to serve the future Emperor Charles V of 

Spain. 

A papal decree of 1493 had assigned all land in the New World west of 50 degrees W 

longitude to Spain and all the land east of that line to Portugal. Magellan offered to 

prove that the East Indies fell under Spanish authority. On September 20, 1519, 

Magellan set sail from Spain with five ships. More than a year later, one of these ships 

was exploring the topography of South America in search of a water route across the 

continent. This ship sank, but the remaining four ships searched along the southern 

peninsula of South America. Finally they found the passage they sought near 50 
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degrees S latitude. Magellan named this passage the Strait of All Saints, but today it 

is known as the Strait of Magellan. 

One ship deserted while in this passage and returned to Spain, so fewer sailors were 

privileged to gaze at that first panorama of the Pacific Ocean. Those who remained 

crossed the meridian now known as the International Date Line in the early spring of 

1521 after 98 days on the Pacific Ocean. During those long days at sea, many of 

Magellan’s men died of starvation and disease. 

Later, Magellan became involved in an insular conflict in the Philippines and was killed 

in a tribal battle. Only one ship and 17 sailors under the command of the Basque 

navigator Elcano survived to complete the westward journey to Spain and thus prove 

once and for all that the world is round, with no precipice at the edge. 

1. The 16th century was an age of great ______ exploration. 

A. cosmic 

B. land 

C. mental 

D. common man 

E. None of the above 

2. Magellan lost the favor of the king of Portugal when he became involved in a 

political ________. 

A. entanglement 

B. discussion 

C. negotiation 

D. problem 

E. None of the above 

3. The Pope divided New World lands between Spain and Portugal according to their 

location on one side or the other of an imaginary geographical line 50 degrees west of 

Greenwich that extends in a _________ direction. 

A. north and south 

B. crosswise 

C. easterly 

D. south east 

E. north and west 

4. One of Magellan’s ships explored the _________ of South America for a passage 

across the continent. 

A. coastline 
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B. mountain range 

C. physical features 

D. islands 

E. None of the above 

5. Four of the ships sought a passage along a southern ______. 

A. coast 

B. inland 

C. body of land with water on three sides 

D. border 

E. Answer not available 

6. The passage was found near 50 degrees S of ________. 

A. Greenwich 

B. The equator 

C. Spain 

D. Portugal 

E. Madrid 

7. In the spring of 1521, the ships crossed the _______ now called the International 

Date Line. 

A. imaginary circle passing through the poles 

B. imaginary line parallel to the equator 

C. area 

D. land mass 

E. Answer not available 

 

                       Vocabulary: 

Choose the answer that best explains the meaning of each underlined word.  

1. What is a lair ? 

A. a monster’s trap 

B. a hero’s welcome 

C. a wild animal’s den 

D. the entrance to a cave 

2. To gorge is to 

A. cover fully 

B. eat greedily 

C. laugh loudly 

D. greet happily 

3. A talon is 
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A. a claw 

B. an arm 

C. a fang 

D. an elbow 

4. What does infamous mean? 

A. creating many problems 

B. having a bad reputation 

C. showing a strong will 

D. losing few followers 

5. Something that is loathsome is 

A. disgusting 

B. bubbling 

C. swampy 

D. greedy 

6. An affliction is a 

A. feeling of courage 

B. way of conquering fear 

C. force that causes suffering 

D. journey through darkness 

6. To purge something is to 

A. explain its origin 

B. bring something closer 

C. place similar items near it 

D. get rid of something undesirable 

7. What does livid mean? 

A. drawn into a dark, scary place 

B. discolored from being bruised 

C. protected by loyal followers 

D. living in spite of injuries 

8. To intimidate means to 

 A. show delight 

B. make afraid  

 C. display power  

D. give punishment 

9. Dogged means 

 A. confused 

B. stubborn  

 C. involved 

 D. agreeable  

10. What does formidable mean? 
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 A. protective  

B. fun to explore  

 dreadful C. 

D. quick-thinking 

11. What does invincible mean? 

A. incapable of being beaten  

 B. having the skills to fight 

 C. capable of harming others 

 D. desirous of finding the truth 

12. Animate means to 

 A. write 

 B. think 

 C. laugh 

D. inspire  

 

                           Grammar  

 

A) On the line provided in each of the following sentences, write the form of the 

modifier in parentheses that will correctly complete the sentence 

 

Q1. That hurricane was the _worst____ one to hit the Florida coast in over thirty 

years. (bad) 

2. The second game of the tournament was __more exciting _______than the first. 

(exciting) 

3. After much deliberation, Mom chose the __most practical______of the two cars. ( 

practical) 

4. Reiko responded _more enthusiastically_ to my offer than Carmen did. 

(enthusiastically) 

5. My younger brother can dribble the basketball __better __than I can. (well) 

 

Q2. Rewrite the following sentences to add the commas where it is necessary; 

1. The test was brief, consisting of only six questions. 

2. Each question, however, was a complicated problem testing algebra , geometry, 

or number theory. 

3. Miguel wants to swim at the beach, and Sonia will read a book 

4. I worry about his common sense , and am relying on you to guide him. 

5. Unfortunately, the tennis star missed the ball. 

6. To help her with math, Diane hired a tutor.   

 

 



8 

 

 

Q3.Correct the errors in the use of the apostrophes in the following sentences 

1. How many y ‘s in mystery? 

2. The license plate had three 6s’. 
3. After a day’s rest, Carmen went back to work. 

4. Did you read about Hercules’s labors? 

5. At the poetry reading, we heard several poets’ works.  

Q4. On the line provided decide which of the following groups of words are 

run-on sentences, or sentences Fragment  

 

Run on1. School in Munich was too rigid and boring for young Einstein he did 

not do well. 

Run on 2. However, young Einstein showed a talent for mathematics, at the age 

of 12, he taught himself Euclidean geometry. 

 

Run on_3. After finishing secondary school, he entered the Federal Polytechnic 

Academy in Switzerland, he did not like the teaching methods there. 

 

__Frag.4. The academy frustrated him he could learn in a way that interested 

him. 

  Run on 5. Einstein chose to educate himself, he missed classes often and spent 

the time studying physics on his own. 

 

__Frag_6. His professors had low opinions of him he graduated anyway in 

1900. 

__Frag_7. In 1905, published a paper on physics the University of Zürich 

awarded him a Ph.D.for this work. 

 

Run on_8. In the same year he published four more papers that presented new 

thoughts on the nature of light and other important concepts. 

 

_Frag. 9. Physicists resisted his ideas at first eventually his general theory of 

relativity was confirmed through observation. 

 

_Frag_10. Einstein achieved international recognition, in 1921 received the 

Nobel Prize in physics.     

 

Writing  

Write a short persuasive essay about the following topic 
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“Most of the car accidents are caused by recklessness drivers”, write your opinion 

about this situation, and how can people avoid it. 

 

Answers Vary  


	1. The 16th century was an age of great ______ exploration.
	2. Magellan lost the favor of the king of Portugal when he became involved in a political ________.
	3. The Pope divided New World lands between Spain and Portugal according to their location on one side or the other of an imaginary geographical line 50 degrees west of Greenwich that extends in a _________ direction.
	4. One of Magellan’s ships explored the _________ of South America for a passage across the continent.
	5. Four of the ships sought a passage along a southern ______.
	6. The passage was found near 50 degrees S of ________.
	7. In the spring of 1521, the ships crossed the _______ now called the International Date Line.
	D. living in spite of injuries

