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Part 1: Reading Comprehension    (15 Marks) 

 

I.A. Directions: Read and understand the statements. Encircle T if it is true 

and F if it is false. (6 Marks) 

 

 (T    F) 1. Parallelism is the use of a word, phrase or sentence more than once for 

emphasis. 

 (T    F) 2.A moral dilemma is the struggle between opposing forces. 

(T    F) 3. When you make a guess based on evidence and your own prior knowledge 

or experience, you are making an inference 

(T    F) 4. A rhyme scheme  is a pattern of end rhymes in a poem. 

(T   F) 5.  A play is a kind of literature that is written to be performed in front of 

an audience. 

I.B  Directions: Read and understand the passages, then answer the 

questions. Encircle the letter of the correct answer. (10 Marks) 

 

Passage1 

Most importantly, though, the highway bypass would have disastrous effects on the 

area’s homeowners. As planned, the new road would cut directly through the middle 



of the Ellwood Acres subdivision. Not only would this send more cars through the 

neighborhood, but these cars would be traveling at much higher speeds, putting 

children at risk. What is more, homeowners would have to deal with the increased 

noise and pollution that would result from such a heavily trafficked road. Finally, 

the new road would cause residential properties to depreciate. This means that 

families who chose to move away would have to sell their homes for far less than 

their current value. 

1) This passage would most likely be found in 

A. an editorial in a local newspaper 

B. a brochure for prospective homeowners in Ellwood Acres 

C. an encyclopedia article about the history of highways 

D. a personal letter from a son to his father 

2) Where in the full article is this paragraph most likely to appear? 

A. near the beginning 

B. near the end 

C. in the middle 

D. it could appear anywhere 

3) As used in the passage, which is the best definition for depreciate? 

A. to diminish in popularity 

B. to decrease in value 

C. to accumulate over time 

D. to improve with age 

4) Which of the following pieces of information, if included, would provide the best 

additional support for the author’s argument as presented in this passage? 

A. In 2008, the author's youngest child was killed by a drunk driver. 

B. Pollution is harmful to the environment. 



C. According to a recent magazine study, white noise (similar to that produced by 

traffic) was rated the number one cause of daytime napping. 

D. In 2011, 

Passage2 

On January 3, 1961, nine days after Christmas, Richard Legg, John Byrnes, and 

Richard McKinley were killed in a remote desert in eastern Idaho. Their deaths 

occurred when a nuclear reactor exploded at a top-secret base in the National 

Reactor Testing Station (NRTS). Official reports state that the explosion and 

subsequent reactor meltdown resulted from the improper retraction of the control 

rod. When questioned about the events that occurred there, officials were very 

reticent. The whole affair, in fact, was not discussed much, and seemed to 

disappear with time. 

In order to grasp the mysterious nature of the NRTS catastrophe, it helps to know 

a bit about how nuclear reactors work. After all, the generation of nuclear energy 

may strike many as an esoteric process. However, given its relative simplicity, the 

way in which the NRTS reactor functions is widely comprehensible. In this 

particular kind of reactor, a cluster of nine-ton uranium fuel rods are positioned 

lengthwise around a central control rod. The reaction begins with the slow removal 

of the control rod, which starts a controlled nuclear reaction and begins to heat 

the water in the reactor. This heat generates steam, which builds pressure inside 

the tank. As pressure builds, the steam looks for a place to escape. The only place 

this steam is able to escape is through the turbine. As it passes through the 

turbine on its way out of the tank, it turns the giant fan blades and produces 

energy. 

On the morning of January 3, after the machine had been shut down for the 

holidays, the three men arrived at the station to restart the reactor. The control 

rod needed to be pulled out only four inches to be reconnected to the automated 

driver. However, records indicate that Byrnes yanked it out 23 inches, over five 

times the distance necessary. In milliseconds the reactor exploded. Legg was 

impaled on the ceiling; he would be discovered last. It took one week and a lead-

shielded crane to remove his body. Even in full protective gear, workers were only 

able to work a minute at a time. The three men are buried in lead-lined coffins 

under concrete in New York, Michigan, and Arlington Cemetery, Virginia. 



The investigation took nearly two years to complete. Did Byrnes have a dark 

motive? Or was it simply an accident? Did he know how precarious the procedure 

was? Other operators were questioned as to whether they knew the consequences 

of pulling the control rod out so far. They responded, “Of course! We often talked 

about what we would do if we were at a radar station and the Russians came. We’d 

yank it out.” Official reports are oddly ambiguous, but what they do not explain, 

gossip does. Rumors had it that there was tension between the men because Byrnes 

suspected the other two of being involved with his young wife. There is little doubt 

that he, like the other operators, knew exactly what would happen when he yanked 

the control rod. 

1) As used in paragraph 1, which is the best antonym for reticent? 

A. nosy 

B. talkative 

C. reserved 

D. concerned 

2) As used in paragraph 2, which is the best definition for esoteric? 

A. risky or dangerous 

B. highly scientific 

C. kept secret 

D. understood by few 

3) According to the paragraph 2, which of the following is directly responsible for 

energy production? 

A. the turning of the turbine blades 

B. the escape of pressurized steam 

C. the removal of the control rod 

D. the positioning of the uranium fuel rods 

4) Based on information in the passage, it can be inferred that, after the explosion 

and subsequent meltdown, the reactor was 



A. not mentioned in any official documents about the incident 

B. contaminated with toxic elements 

C. completely annihilated 

D. honored as a memorial to the tragic incident 

5) Which of the following literary techniques does the author use in the passage? 

I. hyperbole, characterized by the use of exaggeration for effect 

II. foreshadowing, characterized by the use of hints that depict future events in 

the narrative or story 

III. flashback, characterized by the description of a scene set in a time earlier 

than the main story 

A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 

6) As used in paragraph 4, which is the best synonym for precarious? 

A. slow 

B. difficult 

C. risky 

D. involved 

7) The tone of the author can best be described as 

A. neutral 

B. dejected 

C. sarcastic 

D. ominous 

8) As used in paragraph 5, which is the best synonym for ambiguous? 



A. vague 

B. disturbing 

C. detailed 

D. strange 

9) Based on information in the final paragraph, which of the following statements 

would the author likely agree with? 

A. Official reports about the disaster were detailed and conclusive. 

B. Legg, Byrnes, and McKinley were best friends. 

C. Byrnes deliberately yanked the control rod. 

D. Rumors about the disaster are dubious and uninteresting. 

      

Part II: Language (10Marks) 

A) In each of the following sentences, underline the correct form of the 
modifier in parentheses. 

1. Leah has seen (more, most) of Steven Spielberg’s films than I have. 

2. Which is (more difficult, most difficult) to make, the vegetarian fajitas or the 
stuffed bell peppers? 

3. When choosing a dog, remember that large dogs are (expensiver, more 
expensive) to feed than smaller dogs. 

4. Yesterday felt like the (most hot, hottest) day of the summer. 

5. That is the (most beautiful, beautifullest) pottery I have ever seen. 

6. If the choice is between those two restaurants, I’d rather go to the (nearest, 
nearer) one. 

7. Mauna Loa, located on the island of Hawaii, is the (larger, largest) volcano in the 
world. 

8. Mountain lions are (more common, commoner) in Mexico than in the United 
States. 

9. Both of those plants are pretty, but the peace lily looks (healthier, healthiest). 



10. Out of all of Toni Morrison’s novels, which one is the (more famous, most 
famous)? 

B) Each of the following sentences contains an error in the use of a modifier. 
On the lines provided, rewrite each sentence, correcting the error. 

1. The plot of the movie version is less intriguing than the novel. 

The plot of the movie version is less intriguing than the plot of the novel. 

2. The controls on my new wheelchair are easier to use than my old one. 

The controls on my new wheelchair are easier to use than the controls on my old 
one. 

3. My father has read more Isabel Allende novels than anyone in our family. 

My father has read more Isabel Allende novels than anyone else in our family 

4. Then Tanya made the most wittiest remark. 

Then Tanya made the wittiest remark. 

5. My dog Ginger is smarter than any dog I know. 

My dog Ginger is smarter than any other dog I know 

6. Liza played more harder than her opponent and eventually won the match. 

Gigi Fernandez played harder than her opponent and eventually won the match. 

7. Marini probably studied longer than anyone in her class. 

Marini probably studied longer than anyone else in her class 

8. I talk to Ella more often than Anne. 

I talk to Ella more often than Anne does.(or ... than I talk to Anne.) 

9. My neighbor’s son, Cameron, is the most calmest toddler I’ve ever met. 

My neighbor’s son, Cameron, is the calmest toddler I’ve ever met. 

10. The kitchen will look so much more cleaner with a fresh coat of paint. 

The kitchen will look so much cleaner with a fresh coat of paint 

C. Edit the following sentences to eliminate illogical comparisons , unclear 

comparisons , and double negatives. 



1.To me American runner Wilma Rudolph was braver than any other athlete. 

2.She was born smaller than most other babies. 

3.Yet her life didn’t hardly begin with happiness. 

4.She must have had more courage than anyone else in her large family. 

5.Is there anyone who wouldn’t not have respected her? 

 

D) Insert an appropriate end mark at the end of each of the following 

sentences.  

1. August Wilson, a leading playwright, won Pulitzer Prizes in 1987 and 1990. 

 2. Please be careful as you step onto the escalator.  

3. Did you do much reading and research before you set up your aquarium?  

4. My older brother, Fernando, has taken several computer engineering classes at 

the community college.  

5. What an incredible poet Anne Sexton is!  

E) Add commas to the following sentences as needed. If a sentence is 

punctuated correctly, write C on the line provided.  

1. Beautiful homes, attractive city squares, and a mild climate are characteristics 

of Savannah, Georgia.  

2. C  

3. Tourists enjoy shopping, visiting historic homes, and sampling Southern cuisine.  

4. Sea Islands’ beaches, Fort Stewart, and the Atlantic Ocean are not far away. 

 5. Other beautiful Southern cities are Charleston, New Orleans, and Beaufort. 

 

 

 

 



 

Part III: VOCABULARY ( 10 marks) 

 

 

Manipulate         paranoia         sublime        oblivious      silhouette          tremulous 

 

 

A. Directions: Write the word from the box that best completes each 

sentence. Use each word only once. 

 1. The painter tried to capture the    sublime  colors of the spectacular sunset. 

 2. Her paranoia made her feel as if she were always being followed. 

 3. My cousin cut out a paper  silhouette that looked like a running horse. 

 4. A potter knows how to  manipulate clay to create symmetrical shapes. 

 5. I was so excited to see my grandfather that I was oblivious to the rain. 

 6.The architect has trouble drawing straight lines because of his tremulous hands. 

 

 

cosmopolitan dissuasion vehemently deference persevere 

B.  Directions:  Write the word from the box that correctly 
completes each sentence. 

 1. Living in a large city gave Maureen a cosmopolitan air. 

 2. The defense lawyer vehemently shouted, “Objection!” 

 3. Jack showed a great deal of deference to all of his teachers. 

 4. Even though it is hot and humid, we will persevere and finish our hike. 

 5. He used every possible means of dissuasion to change her mind. 

 



 

Part D: Writing    (05 marks) 

 

Write a short essay about 150 words on the following : 

“Does the school day start too early?’’ 

While some simply say kids should go to bed earlier in order to be alert during the 

school day, others argue teens require more sleep and need to sleep later to 

function properly. 

Write a convincing argument whether you agree or disagree 
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Persuasive Writing Graphic Organizer  
 
 

Paragraph #1 – Introduction 
 Attention-grabbing beginning -




 Description of issue -




 Opinion Statement -

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph #2 Paragraph #3 Paragraph #4 

Reason #1 – Reason #2 – Reason #3 – 
 
 

 
Evidence to support  Evidence to support  Evidence to support 
(details and examples)  (details and examples)  (details and examples)  

- - -  

- - -  

- - -  

- - -  

- -  - Can you include a rebuttal? 

- - -  

- - -  

- - -   
 

Paragraph #5 – Conclusion 
 Restate opinion -




 Summarize 3 reasons -




 Call to action or closing statement -


