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Moral Education
Engaging, Enlightening, Enabling and Empowering Global Citizens

‘A country’s greatest investment lies in building generations of educated 
and knowledgeable youth.’… ‘To the young men and women of the 

Emirates, the future is yours. You are those who will determine your 
country’s future’

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

‘Our children face major challenges, and it is our responsibility to 
prepare and protect them. We should not sit back and watch. We should 

race faster than light to ensure that future generations are well 
prepared to continue achieving and progressing.’

“ ”

‘The future belongs to those who can imagine it, design it and execute it. 
It isn’t something you await, but rather create.’“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum

‘Values are the foundation of a nation’s stability, and the spirit of its 
laws. Without values, a country has no security, stability or continuity.’ “ ”

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
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Moral Education
Moral education seeks to foster in students a set of universal values, which will enable them to peacefully 

interact and connect with people from different cultural and social groups who hold different views and 

perspectives. It seeks to empower them to become active, responsible, local and global citizens. It enables 

them to develop mutual understanding, respect for difference and empathy in order to sustain our cohesive 

and prosperous society. Through dialogue and interaction, students are provided with opportunities to explore 

different worldviews, to challenge one another’s assumptions and attitudes and to develop the knowledge, 

skills and attitude necessary to think critically, to make informed ethical decisions and to act on them in the 

interests of their society.

Values of the Moral Education Course
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Key Pillars of Learning
The Moral Education course will be experienced by students as they progress through the course, working 

their way through four key pillars of learning. Each of the four pillars is constructed around a series of learning 

outcomes.

The Individual and 
Community (IC)

Moral Education

Character and 
Morality (CM)

Cultural Studies
(CUS)

Civic Studies
(CIS)

Teaching universal 
ethical values, 

such as fairness, 
caring, honesty, 

resilience, 
tolerance and 

respect.

The development 
of moral thinking 
for individuals as 

active members of 
their families, 

social environment 
and communities 

at large.

Focusing on local 
Emirati heritage, 
archaeology, and 

the importance of 
preserving culture.

Concentrating on 
Emirati history, 

trade, travel, 
governance, as 
well as global 
citizenship.
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Cultural StudiesTheme

In what ways did trade, transport and communication shape the 
country as it is today?

Trade,�Travel�and�
Communication’s 

Influence�on�Culture
Lesson 1  The old ways of Trade: Where, How and Why?

Lesson 2 Expansion of Trade Routes

Lesson 3 The Lives  along the Roads and Commercial Cities

Lesson 4 Commercial Routes as Cultural Channels

Lesson 5 Trade and the Openness of the UAE to the World
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What is trade?

How were items moved from place to place to trade?

What was the life of a trader like?

How did the camel impact methods of trade?

Why did cities and ports develop in particular areas instead 
of others?

How did trade impact culture?



Trade, travel and communica-
tion’s influence on culture      Unit 3

3

3Unit

The Old Ways 
of Trade: 

Where, How 
and Why?

Lesson 1

• Discuss and/or write about what life was like 
along the trade routes and in the cities.

Learning�Outcomes

Trade, Travel and Communication’s 
Influence on Culture  
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Fill�the�graph�with�words�that�go�with�‘trade’.

Trade�is:�

1

Vocabulary�

Trade

Import 

Trading partner



5

2
Read�the�story�of�Trade�in�Ancient�Rome
Then�answer�the�questions�that�follow.

Ancient Rome grew from a small town on central Italy’s 
Tiber River into an empire that spread through of continental 
Europe, Britain, much of western Asia, northern Africa and the 
Mediterranean islands. Trade was vital to Ancient Rome. The 
empire cost a vast sum of money to run and trade brought in 
much of that money.
The population of the city of Rome during the 2nd century was 
one million and this large population required all manner of 
things brought back via trade.
The Roman Empire was crisscrossed with trade routes - hence 
the saying “All roads lead to Rome”. There were sea routes that 
covered the Mediterranean and Black Seas and numerous land 
routes using the roads built by the Romans. Trade and moving 
the Roman Army around were the two principal reasons for 
building roads.  
The most important port was Ostia as it was the nearest major 
port to Rome itself.  The Romans did what they could to make sea 
journeys safe – lighthouses were built as were safe harbours and 
docks. 
The Roman Navy did what it could to make the Mediterranean 
Sea safe from pirates.
The Romans imported a whole variety of materials: beef, corn, 
glassware, iron, lead, leather, marble, olive oil, perfumes, 
purple dye, silk, silver, spices, timber, and tin. The main trading 
partners were in Spain, France, the Middle East and North 
Africa.
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a.�  Why�do�you�think�Rome�traded�using�both�sea�and�land�routes?�

b.� ��Imagine�you�are�the�Emperor�of�Ancient�Rome,�would�you�decide�to�trade�with�
the�following�countries�using�land�trade�routes�or�sea�trade�routes?�Explain�
your�reasons�why.
• Spain� � � � �
• France� � � � �
• Turkey� � � � �
• Egypt� � � � �
• Greece

Ostia
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Look at the list of items traded by the Romans in the text. In your group discuss 

which two items you would import. Why did you choose these items? After 

choosing the items nominate an ambassador. Your ambassador will move from 

group to group and answer questions posed by the groups.
• Beef
• Corn 
• Glassware
• Iron
• Lead
• Leather 
• Marble 
• 0live oil
• Perfumes
• Purple dye
• Silk
• Silver
• Spices 
• Timber 
• Tin

Read�the�text�and�complete�the�activity�that�follows.

In ancient Europe, and more specifically in Rome which was one of the main 
cities of the Silk Road, people used to shop in what was known as forums.  
Forums were meeting places where people from different countries traded 
all kinds of goods and stroke business deals. A forum used to have different 
sections. The main part had shops that sold food, spices, shoes, wool, books, 
etc. Other sections contained barber and blacksmith shops, the meat and 
cattle market and the luxury goods market. The forums used to be so crowded, 
although by pedestrians only, as no carriages were allowed to enter.
To maintain safety and security, the Roman government set weights and 

3

4
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What�I�Know What�I�Want�To�Know What�I�Have�Learned

What�do�you�know�about�your�
country’s�trading�history?�And�what�
would�you�like�to�know?�Complete�the�
KWL�chart�below.�

5

measures around the city and employed 
inspectors to protect buyers from being 
cheated. Can you imagine what would 
have happened if each seller used his own 
measuring tools or weights?
Imagine�you�are�an�Arabian�traveller�
returning�home�from�an�ancient�European�
market�and�role�play�it�describing�your�experience.�

Did you know? Archaeological evidence shows that the history of trade in the Arabian Peninsula dates back as far as 3000 B.C.

Key Fact
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Trade, travel and communica-
tion’s influence on culture      Unit 3 Trade, Travel and Communication’s 
Influence on Culture  3Unit

Expansion of 
Trade Routes

Lesson 2

• Identify where and how overland and sea-trade routes 
and cities developed in the region

• Talk about the various goods that were traded along 
these routes

• Describe ways in which the trade routes were important 
beyond the movement of goods

• Explain, at a simple level, the benefits and potential 
problems of interconnectivity between different peoples.

Learning�Outcomes
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Your�teacher�has�selected�some�items.�Where�did�these�items�come�
from?�How�were�they�transported?1

Vocabulary�

Incense

Silk route   

Network
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2
Read�the�text�below�then�answer�the�questions�that�follow.�

A network of trading routes brought silk, spices and incense to Europe. 

These were known as the Silk, Spice and Incense Routes. The Silk Route 

brought silk from across the Asian continent and connected China to the 

Mediterranean Sea. The Spice Route extended from India to the Western 

world. After reaching either the Indian or the Sri Lankan ports, spices 

were sometimes shipped to East Africa. The Incense Route stretched from 

Mediterranean ports through Northeastern Africa and Arabia to India and 

beyond.

a.�Why�do�you�think�spices�were�important?
b.�What�dangers�do�you�think�the�merchants�might�have�faced�
along�the�routes?
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Read�the�text�and�complete�the�activity�that�follows. 

Frankincense and myrrh 
were highly prized in 
Europe as fragrances, but 
could only be obtained 
from trees growing in 
southern Arabia, Ethiopia, 
and Somalia. 
Arab merchants brought 
these goods to European 
markets by means of camel 
caravans along the Incense Route. 
The Incense Route originally commenced at Shabwah in 
Hadhramaut, the easternmost kingdom of South Arabia, and 
ended at Gaza, Palestine, a port north of the Sinai Peninsula on 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
From there, goods would be transported by sea to Europe. Both 
the camel caravan routes across the deserts of Arabia and the 
ports along the coast of South Arabia were part of a vast trade 
network covering most of the world then known to Greco-
Roman geographers as Arabia Felix.
South Arabian merchants utilized the Incense Route to transport 
not only frankincense and myrrh to Rome, but also spices, gold, 
ivory, pearls, precious stones, and textiles—all of which arrived 
at the local ports from Africa, India, and the Far East.
Both the Nabataeans and the South Arabians grew tremendously 
wealthy through the transport of goods destined for lands 
beyond the Arabian Peninsula.
a.�Write�a�diary�entry�for�a�day�in�the�life�of�a�trader.

3
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Read�the�text�and�answer�the�question�that�follows.
Long-distance trade played a major role 

in the cultural and artistic exchanges 

that took place between the major 

centres of ancient civilization in Europe 

and Asia. The trade routes were used 

to transfer raw materials, foodstuffs, 

and luxury goods from areas with large 

supplies to others where they were in 

short supply. For example, China supplied West Asia and the Mediterranean world 

with silk; Arabia supplied these areas with frankincense and myrrh. Goods were 

transported over long distances— either by pack animals overland or by seagoing 

ships—along the Silk, Spice and Incense Routes. These routes were the main routes 

of contact between the various ancient empires of the Old World. The trade routes 

were the considered to be the communications highways of the ancient world.

Role�play�trading�along�one�of�the�routes.�Which�route�are�you�on?�What�

are�you�trading?�What�cities�are�you�trading�in?

4
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Sketch�the�silk,�spice�and�incense�routes.�Identify�at�least�3�cities�and�
2�ports�along�the�route.�Mark�the�UAE�on
map.�Which�routes�was�the�UAE�on?�

5
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Lesson 3

Learning Outcomes
• Identify where and how overland and sea-trade 

routes and cities developed in the region. 
• Talk about the various goods that were traded along 

these routes. 
• Describe ways in which the trade routes were 

important beyond the movement of goods. 
• Explain, at a simple level, the benefits and 

potential problems of interconnectivity between 
different peoples.  

The Lives along 
the Roads and 

Commercial 
Cities
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Vocabulary

ConvoyMammal

1
Line�up�behind�your�team’s�section�on�the�board.�Encourage�your�
teammates�and�help�them�where�needed.

Economy
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2 Read�the�text�below�and�complete�the�activity.

There are two types of camels: dromedary camels, which 
have one hump, and Bactrian camels, which have two 
humps.  The two types of camel are found in different parts 
of the world. The dromedary camel, also called the Arabian 
camel, can be found in North Africa and the Middle East. The 
Bactrian camel lives in Central Asia. 
Camels’ humps consist of stored fat, which they can use 

when food and water is scarce. In addition to their humps, 
camels have other ways to adapt to their environment. 
They have a third, clear eyelid that protects their eyes from 
blowing sand. Two rows of long lashes also protect their eyes. 
Sand up the nose can be a problem, but not for camels. They 
can shut their nostrils during sand storms. Humans have 
used camels as a means of transport for thousands of years. 
They can carry about 375 to 600 lbs. (170 to 270 kilograms) 
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on their backs. Domestic camels are often the main source 
of meat, milk and even leather or wool products. Camels 
played a huge role in trade in the Arabian Peninsula. They 
were used particularly in the North which was a meeting 
point for Arab traders and foreigners. The convoys travelled 
across the Arabian Peninsula with silk, soft clothes and 

gems from East Asian countries. The taming of camels in the 
second millennium BC helped to develop and increase the 
commercial traffic on the Arabian Peninsula, it helped move 
more quickly across the vast plains and valleys.

a.��Why�do�you�think�that�camels�earned�the�nickname�
‘ships�of�the�desert’?�

b.�Why�are�camels�so�suitable�to�live�in�deserts?
c.�As�well�as�transporting�goods,�what�else�were�camels�
used�for?

d.�How�would�camels�have�helped�the�development�of�
trade�and�society,�do�you�think?
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3 Research�a�famous�explorer.�Choose�from�Marco�Polo,�Vasco�da�Gama,�
Ahmad�ibn�Fadlan�or�Sulaiman�Al�Mahri.

 Marco Polo: Travels

“By daylight men hear voices, and often you fancy you are listening to the strains of many 
instruments, especially drums, and the clash of arms. For this reason bands of travelers make a 
point of keeping very close together. Before they go to sleep they set up a sign pointing in the 
direction in which they have to travel, and round the necks of all their beasts they fasten little 
bells, so that by listening to the sound they may prevent them from straying off the path.”

Marco Polo

a. Would the life of a sailor be more difficult than someone who 
travelled by land? 

b. What dangers did sailors face?
c. Why did the travellers tie bells around the necks of their animals?
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4

Research�a�famous�explorer.�Choose�from�Marco�
Polo,�Vasco�da�Gama,�Ahmad�ibn�Fadlan,�Ahmad�ibn�
Majid�or�Sulaiman�Al�Mahri.

5

The Silk Road was a trade route that was used by many merchants between 
200 B.C. to 260 C.E. It became known as the Silk Road because the product that 
was most traded on it is Silk from China. Actually, silk became so important to 
the economy of China that they kept the process of how to make silk a secret. 
The Silk Road started the idea of globalization. One of the advantages of the Silk 
Road is that it connected the world. It created a heavily used trade route that 
connected Central Asia, the Mediterranean, China, and Japan. This connectedness 
allowed for the exchange of ideas and technologies. For example, as nomadic 
traders went around the world, they became immune to many diseases. Another 
advantage of the Silk Road is its economic impact on many countries. As the Silk 
Road grew, more people started working as merchants and they started making 
money.  
Industries that supported the merchants on the silk road grew. Hotels, were 
built to house the travellers. Blacksmiths set up workshops along the routes and 
merchants who sold animal feed also set up shops. This economic impact was 
also felt in China. As Chinese silk became more popular among the world, more 
Chinese people started working in the silk industry. In fact, the popularity of silk 
started creating jobs for most Chinese. People that didn’t have jobs could now 
work in the silk industry.

Role�play�the�following�scenario.�You�are�a�merchant�in�a�city�and�a�trader�
has�come�to�visit.�
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Lesson 4

Learning Outcomes
• Discuss and/or write about what life was like on the 

trade routes and in the cities along them.
• Describe, at a simple level, the benefits and potential 

problems of interconnectivity between  
different peoples.

Commercial 
Routes as 
Cultural 
Channels
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1
Work�with�your�partner�to�identify�things�that�were�traded�or�
exchanged�by�travelers�along�trade�routes�excluding�goods�and�
services.

a.�What�do�you�think�was�traded,�besides�silk,�on�the�Silk�Roads?�
b.�How�did�historians�know�that�travelers�and�traders�brought�different�

cultural�items�with�them�when�they�visited�other�countries?

Vocabulary

HistorianCaravanserais
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2 Read�the�text�Be�Our�Guest�and�complete�the�activity�
that�follows.

My name is Mansour. I am the proud owner of a bustling 
caravanserai. I open my guest house to weary travelling 
merchants who are trading along the local Silk Road. I have 
had guests from distant lands such as China and Rome. In the 
comfort of my home they can eat well, rest and prepare for 
the next leg of their journey. 
There are many caravanserai in the region. A dear friend of 
mine owns another caravanserai 40km north, a day’s journey 
from here. Many of my guests exchange goods while here. 
It pleases me greatly to see their transactions even though I 
do not understand their native tongue. Often guests spend a 
couple of days here trading at the local markets. They always 
return in the evening with the camel’s load considerably 
lighter than it had been at breakfast.
At night time the guests settle and share stories, songs, 
ideas and different traditions. Many important friendships 
have been formed under this very roof. I will never forget 
the trader who sang a beautiful sorrow filled song, why even 
the animals in the courtyard stood in silence transfixed by 
him. No two days are the same here in the caravanserai but I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
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Draw�and�colour�a�scene�you�imagine�happening�in�a�caravanserai.
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3

4
Role�play�the�meeting�of�a�Chinese�and�Arab�trader�at�a�city�along�the�
Silk�Route.

Imagine�you�are�a�trader�travelling�a�trade�route.�What�parts�
of�your�culture�would�you�like�to�share�with�someone�from�
a�faraway�land�who�had�never�experienced�the�UAE�culture?
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When�you�hear�a�statement�you�agree�with�move�to�the�left�side�of�
the�room.

When�you�hear�a�statement�you�disagree�with�move�to�the�right�side�of�
the�room.

If�you�are�unsure�go�to�the�middle�of�the�room.

5



Unit 3 Trade, Travel and Communication’s 
Influence on Culture

27

Lesson 5

Learning Outcomes
• Describe ways in which trade routes were important 

beyond the movement of goods.
• Describe, at a simple level, the benefits and 

potential problems of interconnectivity between 
different people.

Trade and the 
Openness of 

the UAE to the 
World 
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1
Divide�your�page�into�two�columns.�Label�the�left�one�the�UAE�and�the�
right�on�Rest�of�the�World.

List�as�many�cities�and�ports�as�you�can�in�the�Rest�of�the�World�column.
Repeat�for�the�UAE�column.

Vocabulary

CulturePort
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2 Read�the�text�below�then�answer�the�questions�that�
follow.

Dubai was traditionally a center for fishing and pearl diving. 
After the Great Depression which was a worldwide economic 
depression that lasted 10 years, along with the development 
of cultured pearls, Dubai’s growth stagnated until the 
discovery of oil in 1966.
Oil revenue from 1969 onwards helped Dubai’s economy 
grow. However, administrators were quick to realize that 
their oil reserves were limited compared to other Middle 
Eastern countries. The future of declining oil production 
prompted them to use oil money to develop Dubai’s 
infrastructure of roads, ports, business centers, educational 
institutes and medical facilities. Their foresight freed Dubai 
from oil revenue dependence and made it into a major 
trading center. In some ways, Dubai is similar to Hong Kong. 
Both are famed for duty-free trade in countless consumer 
goods, from electronics and house wares, to jewelry and 
textiles. Most importantly, each outpost offers access to 
enormous surrounding markets – Hong Kong to China and 
Dubai to Iran. Like Hong Kong, Dubai is a gateway.
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a.�What�would�you�be�worried�about�if�you�were�a�pearl�diver�in�
1929?�Why?

b.�Why�was�it�a�good�idea�to�invest�oil�revenue�in�infrastructure,�
ports,�and�education?

c.� In�what�ways�is�Dubai�similar�to�Hong�Kong?
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3
New�inventions,�artistic�styles,�languages,�and�social�customs,�as�
well�as�goods�and�raw�materials,�were�transmitted�by�people�moving�
from�one�place�to�another�to�conduct�business.�For�example,�the�
Chinese�inventions�of�paper�making,�printing,�gunpowder,�and�the�
compass�came�to�be�known�through�contacts�made�along�the�Silk�
Road.�Although�sometimes�these�contacts�could�involve�conflict�and�
conquest,�overall�trade�enriched�the�world’s�distinct�cultures.�

“May our land remain prosperous forever more, 
While people live happiest embraced in its core.” 

Extract from the ‘Happiest Nation’ written by Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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Write�about�what�you�have�learned�in�this�unit�on�trade,�and�travels�
influence�on�culture.

5

What�I�
Know

What�I�
Want�to�
Know

What�
I�Have�
Learned

4
Present�the�research�of�your�explorer�to�your�
group.
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Character and 
Morality

Theme

How do we work toward peace for ourselves, our community and 
our world?

Peace�and� 
Responsibility

Lesson 1  Conflict Resolution 

Lesson 2 Peer Mediators I

Lesson 3 Peer Mediators II

Lesson 4 Act Responsibly

Lesson 5 Social Responsibility in Practice
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What role do communication and compromise  
play in resolving conflict?

How can you anticipate and prevent conflict?

How can you act in a socially responsible way, respecting both 
yourself and your property?
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Lesson 1

Learning Outcomes
• Show greater understanding of how to solve conflicts 

at home and at school.
• Explain how communication is the key to  

conflict resolution.

Conflict 
Resolution
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Vocabulary

ConflictPeace

1
What�is�peace?�

Think about peace. What does it mean to you? What does it mean to your 
community and to the wider world? How can we participate in creating peace? 
Share your thoughts with the class.

ResolutionCommunication

Dove of peace
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2 Read�the�story�Resolving�Domestic�Conflict.�Then�answer�
the�questions�that�follow.

Watching TV in my house is difficult. We just have one screen 
in the house and everyone has different tastes. My mum likes 
to watch dramas and her favourite program is Samarkand. For 
me it’s so boring – it seems to go on for ages. My dad likes 
comedies. He’s always laughing at programs like Tawaree. 
I just don’t see what’s so funny. My sister loves travel and 
fashion programs; her favourite is Duroob. She likes to 
imagine travelling to lots of exotic destinations and buying 
expensive clothes. I like kids shows. My favourite channel is 
Majid TV, but no-one else in the house likes it. 

You can probably guess how many arguments we used to 
have! One day, my father said, “we need to talk about this 
and come to an agreement”. And we did! So Monday is my 
mother’s night. She gets to watch her favourite dramas then. 
On Tuesday my sister gets to watch her travel programmes 
and on Wednesday my father spends all evening watching 
comedy shows. On Thursday I get to watch cartoons. On all 
the other days we try to find something that everyone likes. 
It’s difficult, but mostly we succeed. 
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a.�What�was�the�conflict�in�the�story?
b.�How�was�it�resolved?
c.� Think�of�another�solution�to�this�conflict.

What’s the most important things to do when trying to resolve a conflict?

Think!

Our TV room
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3
1. There are at least two sides to every conflict.

2. Conflict can be eliminated completely.

3. It is not possible for everyone to win in a conflict.

4. Conflict can be constructive as well as destructive.

5. It is possible to learn how to handle conflict well.

6. Conflict is a normal part of life.

4
Look�at�an�image�of�conflict.�With�your�partner,�discuss�
these�questions:

• Where is conflict happening in the picture?
• Who is involved?
• What do you think is the source or cause of the conflict?
• How do you think the people involved feel?

• How are they expressing those feelings?

Now�resolve�this�conflict�to�have�three�different�results:

a.�Both�sides�lose
b.�One�side�wins,�the�other�loses
c.� Both�sides�win.

What�is�conflict?�Discuss�the�statements�below�with�your�partner.�
Decide�whether�each�one�is�true�or�false.

True False
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Read�the�statements�below.�Choose�one�and�use�the�five�lines�below�to�
write�your�answer.�

• Peace is possible.
• Communication is the key to conflict resolution.
• There does not have to be a loser when a conflict is resolved.
• I can learn how to resolve conflicts.

5

Conflict



Unit 4 Peace and 
Responsibility

41

Lesson 2

Learning Outcomes
• Show greater understanding of how to solve conflicts 

at home and at school.
• Explain how communication is the key to 

conflict resolution. 
• Demonstrate, independently, how to achieve a 

compromise.
• Identify signs of an impending conflict, and take 

measures to pre-empt it.

Peer 
Mediators I
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1
How�can�we�respond�to�conflict?
Share�your�thoughts�with�the�class.

a.�What�is�conflict?
b.�How�do�people�feel�during�conflict?
c.�How�do�people�act�during�conflict?
d.�What�is�the�key�to�resolving�conflict?

Compromise

Concession

Active listening

Vocabulary

Although building is more difficult than destroying, peace more difficult than war and convincing 
more difficult than imposing, these three ways are more enduring. 

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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2 Read�the�text�about�Conflict�Resolution�Styles,�then�
answer�the�questions�that�follow.

There are many different ways of dealing with conflict. 
Turtles, for example, avoid conflict. They hide in their shells 
avoiding the situation or postponing a decision. Bears 
accommodate difference. Relationships matter so much to 
them that they sometimes forget about their own needs to 
allow others to win. Sharks are competitive. They confront 
and enforce. They often win at the expense of others. Foxes 
compromise. They give and take to find a middle of the road 
solution. Owls collaborate with others to try to achieve 
fair outcomes. We can understand these styles better with 
a concrete example. Imagine you’re playing tennis. Your 
opponent hits the ball close to the line. You think it’s out. 
Your opponent thinks it’s in. If you’re a turtle or a teddy bear, 
you’ll agree with your opponent. If you’re a shark, you’ll try to 
intimidate your opponent until he agrees with you. If you’re a 
fox, you’ll ask your opponent to replay the point. But if you’re 
an owl, you’ll try to get to the root of the problem. You might 
ask any onlookers if they saw where the ball landed. If all the 
people you ask say the ball was in, you’ll give the point to 
your opponent.
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a.�Which�style�do�you�think�is�the�least�helpful?
b.�Which�style�is�the�most�helpful?
c.�Which�style�is�most�common?

Can you think of anyone you know who is definitely one of these styles?

THINK
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3 Now�let’s�practice�active�listening�through�a�short�role�play.�You�will�
either�be�a�character�in�a�conflict�or�an�independent�listener.�

Your teacher will explain the details of the conflict.

Your job is to explain your side of 
the story, explain how you feel and 
say what you would like to happen.

Your job is to listen to each 
character without judgement. Pay 
attention to the facts, their feelings 
and what they want.

Characters

Independent�
listeners

Roles�and�Duties

Listening is an art that requires attention over talent, spirit over ego and others over self. 
Dean Jackson

There is an International Day of Listening that happens in late September.

Did you know? 
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Choose�one�of�these�statements.�Then�use�the�five�lines�below�to�write�
your�answer.

a. In a conflict, listening is as important as clearly explaining your side.
b. Compromises allow both sides to win, but there is something that must 

be given up.
c. “When I am involved in a conflict, I usually behave like a [insert 

conflict style].” 

What�is�a�compromise?�How�does�
it�happen?�See�if�you�can�come�up�
with�a�compromise�to�settle�the�
conflict�from�the�previous�activity.

a.�Have�you�ever�had�to�make�a�
compromise?

b.�What�happens�if�you�can’t�reach�
a�compromise?

c.�What�is�a�concession?
d.�What�concessions�have�you�had�to�make�in�the�past?
e.�What�happens�if�you�do�not�make�a�concession?

5

4
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Lesson 3

Learning Outcomes
• Show greater understanding of how to solve conflicts 

at home and at school.
• Explain how communication is the key to conflict 

resolution.
• Demonstrate, independently, how to achieve a 

compromise.
• Identify signs of an impending conflict, and take 

measures to pre-empt it.

Peer 
Mediators II
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Vocabulary

PerformConflict resolution

1
Have�you�ever�heard�of�Mahatma�Ghandi?�Read�the�short�text�about�
Mahatma�Ghandi:�A�Promoter�of�Peace�then�participate�in�the� 
class�discussion.

ResponsibilityReview

Mahatma Ghandi, born on October 2, 1869, is one of the most well-known 
promoters of peace in history.  He was the leader of the Indian Independence 
movement against British Rule. He convinced Indians to fight for their rights in a 
unique way: non-violence. India and the rest of the world remember him fondly as 
Gandhiji or Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma means 'great-souled'. 

a.�What�are�some�signs�that�conflict�may�happen?
b.�How�can�we�prevent�conflict�from�occurring?

Ghandi’s birthday is celebrated annually as International Day of Non-Violence.

DATE
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2 Read�the�story�about�Resolving�a�Classroom�Conflict�then�
answer�the�questions�that�follow.

Brian hated English class so he always tried to disrupt the 
teacher’s lessons. Raja sat beside Brian. He loved English. 
Brian’s bad behavior made him very angry. He would insult 
Brian, telling him that he was lazy and stupid. He would get 
so angry that he would lose track of what was happening 
in class himself. But Brian just laughed. Eventually he just 
stopped talking to Brian, but Brian was so loud that Raja 
couldn’t concentrate on the class. One day, Raja noticed 
that some other students were getting tired of Brian’s antics 
too. One day after class Raja got together with some of the 
others. They all agreed something needed to be done. The 
next day they confronted Brian as a group. This time he 
listened. After a while he admitted that the reason he acted 
like he did was because his English was poor and he felt lost 
in class. After the confrontation he decided to take extra 
English lessons. 
In a few weeks, he was speaking English better than Raja.
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a.�How�did�Raja�respond�at�first�to�the�conflict?�Was�it�successful?
b.�How�did�Raja�and�his�classmates�ultimately�resolve�the�conflict?
c.� Do�you�think�the�resolution�will�last?

How would you deal with this problem if you encountered it?

THINK!

Raja and Brian in class
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3

4

Using�the�knowledge�you�have�learned�about�conflict�resolving�styles,�
compromise�and�concessions,�write�a�short�drama�with�your�group.

Be�creative,�tell�a�story�and,�most�of�all,�have�fun!

Use�this�checklist�to�guide�you:

• The�drama�can�be�set�at�home�or�school.
• Try�to�have�each�character�displaying�a�different�style�of�conflict�

resolution.
• Try�to�make�it�so�that�the�signs�of�conflict�can�be�seen�and�a�conflict�

arises.
• Be�sure�that�the�characters�reach�a�compromise�and�resolve�the�

conflict�in�the�end.

It’s�time�to�perform!�Perform�your�play�for�your�classmates�and�receive�
feedback,�and�watch�your�classmates’�plays�and�give�feedback.

Our Performance
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5
Choose�one�of�these�questions�and�use�the�five�lines�below�to�write�your�
answer.

a.�What�steps�will�you�take�next�time�you�are�involved�in�a�conflict?
b.�Did�you�enjoy�the�plays�today�and�why?
c.� Do�you�think�each�person�has�a�responsibility�to�learn�and�practice�

conflict�resolution?
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Peace and 
Responsibility4

Lesson 4

Learning Outcomes

• Recognize the consequences of actions.
• Describe how to show social responsibility.

Act 
Responsibly
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1
What�does�being�responsible�mean?�Share�your�opinion�with�your�
classmates.�

Then work with your partner to create a list entitled ‘Characteristics of 
a responsible person’. Fill in the most valuable characteristics into the 
following table:

Vocabulary

IrresponsibleResponsible

Consequence

1

5

Characteristics�of�a�responsible�person

2

3

4
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2 Read�the�story�Afif’s�Responsibilities�and�answer�the�
questions�that�follow.

Being responsible includes learning how to take care of 
yourself and others, as well as managing personal belongings, 
a school life, a home, and eventually a job.  A responsible 
person can be counted on to do what they’ve promised to do, 
whether at home, at school or at work. 

Adults are responsible for their children. They provide them 
with proper education, they make them healthy food, and 
they make sure that they have clean clothes and go to bed at 
the right time. Responsible adults fulfill their duties and their 
children live happy, healthy lives. 

Kids have responsibilities too. They have to work hard in 
school, and often they have to do chores at home. 

Afif’s chore was to water his mother’s indoor plants. For 
the first month he did this twice a week, but then began to 
forget to do it. He used to always tell his mother “I’ll do it 
later,” and then go back to playing videogames. 

In a few months, his mother’s plants had withered and died.  
She was very angry and didn’t let Afif play videogames for 
a month!
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How do you think Afif’s mother felt when she saw that her plants had all died?

THINK!

Did�Afif�behave�
irresponsibly?

Question Answer/Justify

Did�he�expect�the�
consequences�of� 
his�actions?

Why�did�he�behave�
the�way�he�did?
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3 We all have responsibilities in our lives. We have responsibilities 
to ourselves and other people. Take a moment to think about your 
responsibilities. Then use your creativity to illustrate them on a poster.
Follow the steps below to create your ‘responsibility portrait’.

• Draw an outline of your body or your head and shoulders in the 
centre of the page. Inside this outline write your responsibilities  
to yourself.

• Fill in each of these five areas using pictures or words.

Step�1

Step�6

• Draw another outline around this. Within this space you will draw, 
write your responsibilities to your family.Step�2

• Draw another outline around this. Within it, write your 
responsibilities to your friends.Step�3�

• Draw another outline around this. Within this space you will draw, 
write and illustrate your responsibilities to your school community.

• Draw another outline around this. Within it, write your 
responsibilities to your community and world.

Step�4

Step�5
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4

5

Look�at�the�two�pictures�below.�With�your�group�talk�about�the�
consequences�of�assuming�or�not�assuming�responsibilities.�Think�about�
consequences�for�yourself,�your�family�and�friends,�your�community.�

Choose�one�of�these�questions�and�use�the�five�lines�below�to�write�your�
answer.

a. What are some of the responsibilities in your life that you enjoy?
b. What are some of the responsibilities in your life that you find difficult 

to fulfil?
c. What are some of the consequences when you are irresponsible with 

your actions?
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Peace and 
Responsibility4

Lesson 5

Learning Outcomes

•  Describe how to show social responsibility.
•  Take care of themselves and their property.

Social 
Responsibility 

In Practice



Unit 4 Lesson 5 60

1 Look�at�the�image�below�and�discuss�with�your�class.�

Think about ways you contribute positively to your society and the planet.  
Share your opinion with your classmates.

Social responsibility

Action

Volunteer

Vocabulary
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2 Read�the�story�The�Lost�Wallet�and�answer�the�questions�
that�follow.

Shady and Ruba were in the shopping mall with their mothers 
one day when they saw something on the ground. It was a 
wallet! Ruba picked it up. Inside there were credit cards, ID, 
and 800 Dirham. “Someone must have lost this. You’ll have 
to take it to the security desk” said Shady. “He’ll be able to 
track down the owner and return the wallet.” Ruba turned to 
her friend: “I could do that, but imagine what we could buy 
with 800 Dirham. We could buy really cool sneakers. 
She was really excited. “The person who owns this probably 
doesn’t need the money so much. We could just take it. I’m 
sure someone else will find the wallet and return the cards 
and ID. What’s the problem?” Shady shook his head: “The 
problem is that it’s dishonest. What if you lost your wallet? 
Would you like people to take your money?” “Well, no, I 
suppose not” replied Ruba reluctantly. The kids took the 
wallet to security desk. While they were there, the man who 
lost his wallet arrived. When he saw that the children had his 
wallet, he was so delighted.  He thanked the children over 
and over again. Shady and Ruba were so proud that they had 
done the right thing.
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a.�Would�keeping�the�wallet�have�been�socially�responsible?

b.�How�was�giving�the�wallet�to�security�desk�an�example�of� 
social�responsibility?

c.�How�do�you�think�the�kids�would�have�felt�if�they�had�kept� 
the�wallet?

What else could the kids have done to enact social responsibility?

THINK!
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3
Now�let’s�think�reflectively�about�our�skills,�attitudes�and�actions.

Take time to think about the following statements and answer the questions about 
yourself honestly. 
Read each statement carefully and give yourself a number corresponding to the 
answers below.

Statements

I�take�care�of�my�property

I�consider�myself�a�
responsible�person

I�like�to�win�arguments

I�am�good�at�making�
decisions

I�take�care�of�school�
property

My�friends�and�family� 
trust�me

I�help�at�home

I�volunteer�in�my�school�or�
in�my�community

I�am�good�at�identifying� 
my�feelings

I�am�good�at�
communicating�my�feelings

Most�of� 
the�time

Sometimes NeverAlways
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4

5

Let’s�think�about�local�issues.�What�are�some�issues�that�you�consider�a�
problem�in�your�local�community?�You’re�going�to�create�an�Action�Plan�
for�Social�Responsibility.

Include the following criteria:
Our hope: What change do you wish to make? Why? 
How we will do it:  What practical steps will you need to take? Who will you 

need to contact? What materials will you need to get? 
Positive outcomes: Who will benefit? How? How will it benefit you?

Choose�one�of�the�questions�below.�You�have�20�minutes�to�write�an�
answer�taking�into�account�the�quote�below.�

• How will what you have learned in this unit affect your behaviour 
from now on?

• What are some ways that you will enact your social responsibility?
• Where would you like to see more peace in this world?

 UN International Volunteer Day – December 5th 

DATE

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you 
can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can. 

 John Wesley

Peace at home, Peace in the world 
Mustafa Kemal
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Parents’
Guide

Grade 4
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The Impact of Trade, Travel and  
Communications on the Emirati Culture 
(part 1)

Unit 3

Peace and ResponsibilityUnit 4
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Dear Parents/ Guardians

Welcome to a new term, one that we hope will be fruitful and 
beneficial.

We have decided to teach Moral Education in order to 
facilitate the character development of our students. We aim 
to introduce them to a set of individual and social values, 
which we hope they will abide by. This will enable them to 
play an effective role in the community and create a bright 
future on both personal and social levels.

Therefore, we hope you will contribute to our efforts by talking 
to your children and discussing with them the topics and 
lessons of this course. 

At the beginning of each unit, you will find a summary of its 
content and intended learning outcomes. We hope you will 
read the summary and learning outcomes and work with your 
children to complete one or more activities from the menu 
suggested in this unit, thus ensuring interaction between the 
students and their family members.

Lettre to the Parents/ Guardians
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The Impact of Trade, Travel and  
Communications on the Emirati Culture (part 1)

Unit 3

In�what�ways�did�trade,�transport�and�communication�shape�the�country�
as�it�is�today?

Objectives�of�the�Unit�

This unit aims to explore the historical development of trade routes, centres and 
commercial cities in the Gulf region in addition to goods and innovations transported 
through the first land and sea routes, and the ways by which they were exported.

Students will examine how trade methods have opened the way for the exchange of art, 
music, religions, languages, literature, philosophies, political ideologies and technological 
developments between different regions of the world. 

They will also explore the lives of traders and others along the roads and commercial cities.
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Exploratory�Questions:

• What is trade?

• How were items moved from place to place to trade?

• What was the life of a trader like?

• How did the camel impact methods of trade?

• Why did cities and ports develop in particular areas instead of others?

• How did trade impact culture?

Learning�Outcomes:

• Identify where and how overland and sea-trade routes developed in the region.

• Talk about the various goods that were traded along these routes.

• Describe ways in which trade routes were important beyond the movement of goods.

• Discuss and/or write about what life was like on the trade routes and in the cities 
along them.

• Describe, at a simple level, the benefits and potential problems of interconnectivity 
between different peoples. 



Home�Activities

Activity�1�
Each family member collects three items from the house: a toy, a piece of clothing and 
some packaged food.

• Family members take it in turns to read the label on one of their items.

• Together they identify what country each of the items came from.

• The student writes a list of all the different trade partners that are identified, along with 
details of the products.

The student shares the list with their family and together they try to locate the trade 
partners on a map of the world.

Activity�2
Family members research a UAE airline and the student writes a list of the destinations it 
flies to – countries and cities. This research may be done in a library or online.

The student shares the list with the family and draws lines linking the UAE with some of 
the destinations on a map of the world.



Activity�3
The family invite an older relative or neighbour to their home for a meal.

• After the meal, the older person is invited to share their earliest memories of ships or 
camels.

• Younger members of the family discuss their experience of these modes of transport.

• The student writes a short essay comparing the experiences of the older and younger 
generations.

• The student shares their essay with their classmates.

Activity�4
The family sit down to discuss how people can be affected by exposure to different 
cultures. 

• Each family member contributes to writing a list of good effects of such exposure.

• They also make a list of possible bad effects.

• The family tries to identify ways to hold onto their own values when they are surrounded 
by other cultures and their values.

• The student makes notes during the discussion.

• The student shares their family’s suggestions with their classmates.
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Peace and Responsibility 
Unit 4

How�do�we�work�towards��peace�for�ourselves,�our�community�and�our�
world?

Objectives�of�the�Unit�

This unit teaches students to be efficient in their relationships at home, school and in the 
community by keeping peace (conflict resolution) and taking responsibility. One of the key 
concepts covered in this unit is peace, particularly: treating others amicably and without 
tension, having positive ideas people, being in harmony with others, and ending conflict and 
aggression. It also covers how to be a responsible person, encompassing how to be 
trustworthy and dependable.



Grade 4 74

Exploratory�Questions:

• What role do communication and compromise play in resolving conflict?

• How can you anticipate and prevent conflict?

• How can you act in a socially responsible way, respecting both yourself and your 
property?

Learning�Outcomes:

• Show a greater understanding of how to solve conflicts at home and at school

• Explain how communication is the key to conflict resolution

• Demonstrate, independently, how to achieve a compromise

• Identify signs of an impending conflict, and take measures to pre-empt it

• Recognize the consequences of actions

• Describe how to show social responsibility

• Take care of themselves and their property



Home�Activities

Activity�1�
The family sits together to discuss conflict and peace. 

The student talks about the images of conflict and peace they encountered in Lesson 1. 

Together, the family find more images of conflict and images of peace. These can be found 
in photographs, magazines, and newspapers or online.

Family members take turns to discuss each image of conflict, trying to identify what is 
happening and what may have caused the conflict. 

The family discusses how the people in the images are feeling and how they are expressing 
their feelings.

The student suggests different ways each conflict might be resolved.

Family members discuss each of the images of peace and the role of communication in 
achieving peace.

The student chooses one image of conflict and one image of peace to write about and share 
with their classmates.

Activity�2
The family members sit in a circle on cushions on the floor for an exercise on Active 
Listening.

• One family member speaks for one to two minutes about something that happened to 
them that day. They should include a lot of detail: names of people they met, things that 
they did, places they went and how they travelled there. The other family members 
listening without interrupting. The person who spoke then nominates someone to 
summarise what they have said.

• The nominated person gives a summary of what the first person spoke about.

• The student comments on whether the summary is a true reflection of what was said.

• The exercise is repeated, but this time the person talks about how they feel about what 
happened to them.

• Then the speaker nominates someone to summarise their feelings.



• The nominated person gives a summary of the speaker’s feelings.

• The family discusses the role of Active Listening in helping to resolve conflicts in 
everyday situations between friends and family members.\

Activity�3
Family members compile a list of household responsibilities, for example clearing the table 
after a meal, watering house plants, putting out the rubbish etc..

Each family member is assigned one responsibility that is within their capabilities for a 
week.

The student considers each of the responsibilities and the consequences if the person 
assigned the responsibility does not fulfil it.

The student explains the consequences to the other family members.
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Action: Something that is done.

Active listening: Completely concentrating on what someone is saying to you.

Caravanserais: Roadside inn where travelers could rest and recover from the day’s 
journey.

Communication: Act or process of sharing or passing ideas, thought or feelings to 
another person.

Compromise: A way of resolving a dispute in which person accepts less than what they 
wanted at the beginning in order to reach agreement.

Concession: Something given up or accepted in order to end a conflict or disagreement.

Conflict: Disagreement resulting in struggle or argument.

Conflict resolution: The process in which two or more people or groups reach an 
agreement or resolve a conflict between them.

Consequence: Something that happens as a result of something else.

Convoy: A group of vehicles or ships that travel together for protection.

Culture: The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a particular people or society.

Economy: Pertaining to the production, distribution, and use of income, wealth, and 
commodities.

Historian: A person who studies historical events and writes about them.

Import: To bring in goods, commodities and workers from a foreign country.

Incense: An aromatic material, which releases fragrant smoke when burned.

Irresponsible: Not responsible.

 Glossary
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Network: A group or system of interconnected people or things.

Peace: Calm and quiet state where there is no conflict.

Perform: To do something that usually requires some skill or knowledge.

Port: A town or city with a harbour or access to navigable water where ships load or 
unload.

Resolution: The solution or answer to a problem or conflict.

Responsibility: A task or a duty that a person is meant or required to do.

Responsible: Able to be trusted to do the correct thing or the expected thing.

Review: An inspection or consideration of something so as to give an opinion.

Silk route: An ancient route between China and the Mediterranean.

Social responsibility: Responsibility or obligation towards the society you live in.

Trade: The buying, selling or exchanging of goods or services.

Trading partner: Is a region or country that buys goods from or sells goods to another 
region or country.

Volunteer: Someone who does something without obligation or pay.
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