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Moral Education
Engaging, Enlightening, Enabling and Empowering Global Citizens

‘A country’s greatest investment lies in building generations of educated and 
knowledgeable youth.’… ‘To the young men and women of the Emirates, the 

future is yours. You are those who will determine your country’s future’

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan 

“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

‘Our children face major challenges, and it is our responsibility to prepare and 
protect them. We should not sit back and watch. We should race faster than 

light to ensure that future generations are well prepared to continue achieving 
and progressing.’

“ ”

‘The future belongs to those who can imagine it, design it and execute it. It isn’t 
something you await, but rather create.’“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum

‘Values are the foundation of a nation’s stability, and the spirit of its laws. 
Without values, a country has no security, stability or continuity.’ “ ”

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan



V

Moral Education
Moral education seeks to foster in students a set of universal values, which will enable them to peacefully interact and 

connect with people from different cultural and social groups who hold different views and perspectives. It seeks to 

empower them to become active, responsible, local and global citizens. It enables them to develop mutual 

understanding, respect for difference and empathy in order to sustain our cohesive and prosperous society. Through 

dialogue and interaction, students are provided with opportunities to explore different worldviews, to challenge one 

another’s assumptions and attitudes and to develop the knowledge, skills and attitude necessary to think critically, to 

make informed ethical decisions and to act on them in the interests of their society.

Values of the Moral Education Course
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Key Pillars of Learning
The Moral Education course will be experienced by students as they progress through the course, working their way 

through four key pillars of learning. Each of the four pillars is constructed around a series of learning outcomes.

The Individual and 
Community (IC)

Moral Education

Character and 
Morality (CM)

Cultural Studies
(CUS)

Civic Studies
(CIS)

Teaching universal 
ethical values, 

such as fairness, 
caring, honesty, 

resilience, 
tolerance and 

respect.

The development 
of moral thinking 
for individuals as 

active members of 
their families, 

social environment 
and communities 

at large.

Focusing on local 
Emirati heritage, 
archaeology, and 

the importance of 
preserving culture.

Concentrating on 
Emirati history, 

trade, travel, 
governance, as 
well as global 
citizenship.
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Exploratory Questions:

What is culture?

How do I recognize culture?

What is a cultural identity?

Which cultures can I identify in 
my community?

Do I understand Emirati culture?
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Unit 3 Understanding UAE 
culture	(part	1)

What is culture? Can you give examples?

Lesson 1 

What Do 
We Mean by 

Culture?
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Culture can take many forms. With your partner, come 
up with a definition of culture.
Culture is: 

Consider the Cultural Iceberg. 

With your partner, identify some 

examples of visible and invisible 

culture. Use the iceberg above. Write 

visible parts on the top of the iceberg 

and invisible parts on the bottom.

Key Fact 
The Cultural Iceberg is a way of explaining the visible and invisible signs of a culture- 
what is obvious (we can see) and what is not so obvious (that which we don’t 
immediately see).

Cultural Iceberg 

Values 

Beliefs 

World View 

Vocabulary

1

The Cultural Iceberg
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Reem’s mother asked her and her brother to go 
over to her grandfather’s with some bread she had 
baked for him. 
“It’s a nice day, so you can walk over to 
Grandfather’s house.”  
Reem took the bread from her mother and headed 
with her brother out into the sunny street. Their 
grandfather lived across town, about 15 minutes’ 
walk for them. 
As they turned at the end of the road, Reem saw 
the large traditional building. She stood and looked 
at its beautiful architecture. She looked up at the 
huge barjeel and thought about how it caught the 
wind and kept them all cool when they went into 
the traditional building. 
Her attention was then turned as she smelled 
the scent of incense emanating from the market. 
As she went across and reached the market, she 
saw a storyteller in a cafe wearing bright clothes. 
His voice was enchanting as he was telling a story 
she heard before from her grandfather. It was a 
beautiful story and Reem smiled as she thought of 
her grandfather telling it. 
Reem was so engrossed by the man’s voice and 
acting that she forgot the time.
And she forgot about the bread for her grandfather!

Bread for Grandfather

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘What 
aspects of visible culture are in 
the story?’ 

Questions for Discussion

 Is family important to Reem? How do you know?
 What is insence?
 What is an oud?
 Is culture important to Reem? How do you know?
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3 With your partner, write an example and a description of 
the two words that the teacher will assign to you.

Match each word to its meaning.

DescriptionExampleCulture word

1.  Things we accept as existing or 

as true.

2.  Things we think are important.

3.  The way we behave.

a. Values

b. Beliefs

c. Behavior

4
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Fill in your personal opinion on the following.

a. My value:

b. My belief:

c. My behavior:

 

5 Based on what you learned today, what do you think 
culture is?

Culture is: 

How well do you understand what was covered today?

 1

Understand 
what culture 
is and give 

examples of it.

Lesson Lesson 
Objective I know it I know 

some of it
I am still 
not sure
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Unit 3 Understanding UAE 
culture	(part	1)

Emirati 
Culture 
(Part 1)

What is your own cultural identity? What has 
influenced it?

Lesson 2 
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1 Culture takes many forms. What types of building can 
you see in the picture?

Historical culture 

Customs

Cuisine 

Vocabulary
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Reem was feeling very full. As usual, her mother had 
cooked an amazing meal. And, as usual, Reem had 
eaten as much as she could.
She was thinking of her friend Amanda, from the UK. 
Amanda was coming to visit next month. Reem hoped 
that she would like the food.
“Do you think Amanda will like harees?” Reem asked 
her mother.
“I’m sure she will,” her mother replied. “After all, it is 
popular around the world now. It’s simply wheat and 
some meat. I’m sure they have something similar in 
the UK.”
Reem wasn’t too sure.
“It will be her first time here. I’m worried that she 
won’t like the food.”
“Perhaps we could cook some ghuzi for her,” her 
mother suggested. “That’s very popular with the 
tourists here. They like the mix of nuts, vegetables 
and lamb.”
“She certainly won’t be hungry,” Reem said, smiling. 
“If she’s very hungry,” her mother replied, “we could 
always stuff a camel for her!”
“And we’ll put a dish of hummus on the side, just to 
make her feel extra welcome,” said Reem, laughing.

A Meal for Amanda

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Everybody 
is welcome here.’

Questions for Discussion

  What is Reem’s attitude to food? How do you know?
  Why does Reem’s mother think Amanda will like harees?
  Why does Reem’s mother suggest ghuzi?
  What other traditional UAE food can you identify?

“Everybody is always welcome here, Reem,” her mother 
said. “We always have food for our guests.”
But Reem didn’t want to hear any more about food. 
Well not yet. But maybe later she would consider a 
stuffed camel…
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3 Match each example of Emirati cuisine with 
its description.

THINK! 
Before the 1960s food in the UAE consisted mainly of fish, rice, bread, dates, yoghurt, 
home-grown vegetables and meat from sheep, goats and camels. Why was this the 
case, do you think? 

With your group, consider these questions:
a. How do you feel when you eat food from another culture? Why?
b. How do you think people from other cultures feel when they eat Emirati food?

4 What influences culture and food in particular? Match the 
type of food with the picture and discuss the reasons.

 a
1. Al harees: A mixture of meat, 

wheat and salt which is usually 
cooked in clay pots overnight. It is 
then mashed into a smooth paste.

 b 2. Stuffed camel: A roasted dish that 
is popular at weddings in the UAE.

 c 3. Luqaimat: A traditional dessert in 
the UAE.

 d
4. Al machboos: A dish prepared by 

cooking meat, spices and dried 
lemon, which is then mixed with 
cooked rice.
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What special food do you have in your country? Do you know why it is there?

5 We eat hamburgers and pizzas in China, and we eat 
Hummus in Canada! Why have people’s eating habits 
changed since the 1960s?
How well do you understand what was covered today?

 2
Outline different aspects of 
Emirati culture and identity, 
focusing on food.

Lesson Lesson Objective I know it I know 
some of it

I am still 
not sure

 a 1. Milk and cheese

 b 2. Feta cheese

 c 3. Dried fish

 d 4. Vegetables

4 What influences culture and food in particular? Match the 
type of food with the picture and discuss the reasons.
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Unit 3 Understanding UAE 
culture	(part	1)

Emirati 
Culture (2)

What is your own cultural identity? What has 
influenced it? What are some aspects of your 

cultural identity? Can you explain aspects of Emirati 
culture in general, and your own individual cultural 

identity in particular?

Lesson 3 
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1 Hospitality is a very important part of UAE culture. 
Examine the image below and then discuss with 
the class.

Hospitality 

Protocols  

Vocabulary

Key Fact 
When sitting in an Emirati house it is important that the soles of your feet are not shown 
to anyone. Therefore, it is common to sit cross legged, so as not to offend others.
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Reem’s friend Amanda, from the UK, is coming to 
visit her family. She is worried about how she should 
behave. She wants to make sure she doesn’t offend 
anybody during her visit.
Amanda decided to phone Reem.
“You don’t need to worry too much,” Reem said with a 
laugh. “You’ll be made to feel very welcome. My father 
will greet with a warm Marhaba.”
“Marhaba?”
“That’s a welcome,” Reem explained. “And when you 
walk, he will let you take the lead. That is his way of 
showing that the guest comes first.”
“I feel special already!” Reem sounded excited. “But 
what about the language, you know I don’t speak 
Arabic”
“Oh, that’s easy,” Reem said. “most of the people here 
speak English.  You could also learn few Arabic words!”
“That’s a good idea!”
Amanda began to relax. She was looking forward to 
her visit to the UAE. And she knew that Reem would 
be a good guide to the culture.

Amanda’s Visit

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Amanda 
began to relax.’

Questions for Discussion

  Why does Amanda feel so worried?
  Does Reem make Amanda feel welcome? How do you know?
  Why does Amanda find Reem’s advice “good to know”?
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3

4

With your group, write a guide to hospitality in the 
Emirati culture.

Question – 
(How do I behave when….?)

Explanation of the custom or 
protocol

(When…, you should….)

THINK! 
Customs and protocols: The expectations that we place on people which are related 
to our cultural norms in given situations. What customs or protocols do you expect 
people to follow in your own culture?

When people visit our home, they expect a certain level 
of hospitality from us. However, we also expect certain 
behaviour from our guests. 

1. With your group, role play how a family from a 
different culture may treat their visitor and how this 
visitor will act during the visit.
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5

3

Explore and 

explain different 

aspects of UAE 

culture, with 

a focus on 

hospitality.

Lesson Lesson 
Objective I know it I know 

some of it
I am still 
not sure

2.  After the role play, try to identify 
four ways visitors should behave.

Visitors should:

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Our cultural expectations are defined by our own history. 
But there are common expectations of hospitality 
customs all over the world. List three of them below:

 
 

How well do you understand what was covered today?
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Unit 3 Understanding UAE 
culture (part 1)

How 
the UAE 

Collectively 
Expresses 

its Cultural 
Identity

Can you conduct a simple cultural mapping?

Lesson 4 
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 UAE          Egypt         USA
  •              •           •

  •             •            •
Germany        United Kingdom       India

1 In groups complete the following activity:

a. Match each flag to the country name.

b. Where do people who live in the UAE come from? 

Cultural diversity 

Cultural mapping 

Expatriate 

Vocabulary

1 2 5 63 4
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“That was an amazing meal!” Amanda sat down on the 
couch. “That was the best haress I have ever eaten, 
shoukran!”
“You are learning arabic already! You said you ate 
haress in England” Reem said, puzzled.
“Yes,” replied Amanda. “But it was never as good as 
that. The flavours are much stronger than in our food.”
“I hope you liked that rutab.” Reem knew that not 
everyone was fond of dates. 
“It was “tayyeb”!”Amanda started laughing. “The 
only fruits I usually eat are apples and oranges 
and bananas. I don’t think I ever saw so much 
food before.”
Amanda glanced at the empty table. It was hard to 
believe it held so much food earlier.
“That’s how we eat here,” Reem explained. 
“Everything on the platter at the same time.”
“We break up our meals,” Amanda said. “Starter and 
main course and then dessert. And I’m sorry I didn’t 
start eating before everyone else. I usually wait for 
someone else to start eating. I didn’t know you were 
waiting for me, ‘Afwan!’ .”
“It’s okay! look at you!. You are getting to know more 
and more Arabic words. By the time you leave you will 
be able to speak so well!” Reem laughed.
“I am so happy about that. ‘Ana Aheb atkallam Arabi’!”  

Best Meal Ever!

2
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Amanda replied.
Amanda was the best guest ever!

Let’s Think Together ‘Amanda 
was the best guest ever.’ Why 
does Reem think that Amanda was 
the best guest ever?

Questions for Discussion

  Why was Reem surprised that Amanda enjoyed the harees so 
much?

 Why did Amanda wait for the other people to eat?
  What did Amanda learn during her stay?
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3 The UAE is a culturally diverse society. It is home 
to people of many different cultures. Complete the 
table below.

4 A cultural map helps us to see the different cultures that 
live in a given area.
Why might this be useful?

Where might you see 
cultural diversity?

How do we recognise 
that people are from 
different cultures?

How do we celebrate 
cultural diversity in 

the UAE?

THINK! 
Cultural diversity means that there is a range of different cultures within the same 
place. People have moved to the UAE for many reasons and they all bring their own 
culture here. 
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Hospitality

Festivals

Music

Food

Symbols

Dress

Country/Culture

5 Based on what you learned today, what do you think 
cultural diversity is? 

Cultural diversity is:

How well do you understand what was covered today?

4

Explore the 
different ways 
that Emirati 

people express 
their cultural 

identity

Lesson Lesson 
Objective I know it I know 

some of it
I am still 
not sure

With your partner, create a cultural map of your area.
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Unit 3 Understanding UAE 
culture (part 1)

Your Cultural 
Identity 

and Mine – 
Our Cultural 

Identity
What is your own cultural identity? What has 

influenced it? 

Lesson 5 
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1 Fill in your identification details in the passport below.

Cultural identity means

Cultural identity

Cultural profile 

Vocabulary

First Name

Date and place of birth

Last Name

Place of Residence

Father’s Name

With your partner consider the following questions.

a. What is an identity? 

b. What is your identity?

c. Where do you have details of your identity?
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It was time for Reem and her brother to bring bread to 
grandfather again and this time Amanda accompanied 
them.
No sooner had they crossed the marketplace when 
they heard “Reem!’ 
They turned around quickly. 
“Grandfather?’ Reem and her brother looked around. 
Amanda turned around as well wondering: “How 
on earth could Reem and her brother find their 
grandfather in this busy marketplace where everyone 
is wearing taubs, ghutras and agals?”
Just then a hand was placed on Reem’s shoulder. 
It was their grandfather! “Come on. I hear you are 
bringing me some bread”.
Reem, her brother, Amanda and Grandfather went to 
his house. 
“It was not easy to see you in the market place, 
Grandfather,” Reem explained. “I wish you could see 
how Amanda was surprised when we found you. For 
her, everyone looked the same with their taub, ghutra 
and agal.” 
“Well what do you expect, Reem? We live in the UAE, 
and the taub, ghutra and agal are part of our cultural 
identity. It is what we wear.”
“Cultural identity?” Reem looked puzzled. “What’s 
that?”

Grandpa, I cannot 
find you!

2
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“It’s how you identify yourself” Grandfather explained.
“You see many things between your own house and my 
house that you wouldn’t see in other places of the 
world, such as the great traditional building, the taub 
ghutra and agal.”“And the man playing the oud and 
singing!”
“Yes, that’s right! Architecture, incense, storytelling, arts  
and our clothes are all part of our cultural identity. But 
there is much more to our culture too.”
Reem thought for a moment. She realized that there 
were things in her culture that she did not always see. 
There was so much to discover.

Let’s Think Together ‘There is 
much more to our culture too.’

Questions for Discussion

  What is a taub?
  What are ghutra and agal? 
  Why Amanda thought that it was hard for Reem and her 

brother to find their grandfather?
 What elements in the story make up Reem’s cultural identity?
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3 Consider your own cultural 
identity. What elements does 
it contain? With your partner, 
complete your cultural passport 
below.

My Cultural identity is :

Customs that I have:

Important symbols:

Food I eat in my culture:

Festivals/Celebrations I enjoy:

Important places to visit:

Clothes I wear:

Famous art:

Other important information:

Key fact 
Cultural identity: What we identify with that is common to all people in a particular 
culture, including ourselves.
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4

5

All kinds of things influence our cultural identity. With 
your group complete the influences table below.

Our cultural identity is an important part of who we are. 
Let us share our culture!

Geography

History/Ancestors

Family

Religion

Language

Education

Nationality

Social relationships
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Consideration for 
Other’s Feelings 
and Cooperation

How can we treat others with thoughtfulness, 
consideration, cooperation and compassion?

Lesson 1	  Circle Time

Lesson 2	 We are Thoughtful

Lesson 3	 We are Good Friends

Lesson 4	 Let’s Work Together

Lesson 5	  We are Great at  
Group Work
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Exploratory Questions:

How can we show 
thoughtfulness and consideration 
towards others?

How might our actions affect 
those around us?

Why is it so important to work 
together in cooperation  
with colleagues? 

How can we work effectively as 
part of a group?
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Unit 4 Consideration for Others’ 
Feelings and Cooperation

Circle Time

How can I show kindness to others?

Lesson 1 
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1 “Three things in human life are important: the first is 
to be kind; the second is to be kind; and the third is to 
be kind.” 
– Henry James - North American author

Read the quote and ask your partner the following questions: 

•  How do you feel when you are kind to someone?

•  How do you feel if someone is unkind to you?

Thoughtful

Feelings

Vocabulary
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Bassam, a Levant boy, has a project to do about the 

Special Olympics. He asks his mother to help him and, 

together, they gather lots of information about athletes of 

determination who have represented their countries and the 

sports that they do. Bassam is so proud. “Thanks for helping 

me, Mum. I’m sure the teacher will be impressed.”

Today the children will present their projects to their 

classmates. But when the time comes to stand in front 

of the class, the teacher says, “Let’s try this another way 

today. I’d like you all to sit in a circle on the floor. Yes, Saeed, 

on the cushions.”

“You know how they say you can hear the sea when you put 

your ear to a shell?’ asks the teacher. “Well, today we are 

all going to sit here and listen to each pupil tell us about 

their project. We are going to show that we are interested in 

hearing what everyone has to say.”

The teacher takes out a very big conch and hands it to 

Bassam. “You go first” she says. “Bassam is going to hold 

this shell while he is telling us all about his project. For as 

long as he is holding the conch, there are five rules that the 

rest of the class must follow.” What rules?” asks Muzna. 

Bassam Presents his 
Project

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Bassam 
put a lot of effort into his project.’ 

Questions for Discussion

  Is it fair for one person to always be the one speaking in class?
  Is the loudest person always the one who is heard?
  Why does the teacher give the conch to Bassam?
  While Bassam is presenting his project, the others in the circle 

must follow five rules. Can you guess what they might be?
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3 Now let’s try Circle Time.
It’s fun to find out new things about 
each other.

4 Every day we might experience many different feelings. 
Some make us feel good but others are uncomfortable 
and we have to deal with.
Put the following words under the correct heading:

happy, miserable, puzzled, worried, proud, embarrassed, thoughtful, kind, 

nervous, excited.

Add any other words you know that describe good or uncomfortable feelings.

Key Fact 
A round is an important part of every Circle Time. Circle Time also always includes at 
least one game!

Good Feelings Uncomfortable Feelings

THINK! 
“I enjoyed Circle Time because…”
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5 Listening to what other people have to say shows that 
you respect their opinion… and their feelings. If you 
listen respectfully to what others have to say, they will 
listen to you too.

Colour the statements that describe good 

listeners in green and the statements that 

describe bad listeners in red.

 looks at the person who is speaking

 concentrates on what the speaker is saying

 fidgets because they’d rather be somewhere else

 shows they are interested by nodding their head

 interrupts the other speaker

 tries to see what’s going on outside

 stays quiet

THINK! 
How does Circle Time help everyone in the class?
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Unit 4 Consideration for Other’s 
Feelings and Cooperation

We Are 
Thoughtful

Do I consider others’ feelings?

Lesson 2 
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We Are 
Thoughtful

1 Why do you think this person feels the way he does? 
What could you do to help to make him happy?

Considerate

Inclusive

Vocabulary

Today I feel sad



43

Bassam can’t wait to get to school today. Once a 
week, the teacher asks the children to tell the class a 
piece of news - whoever has news, that is. 

Bassam usually sits quietly and listens to the other 
children. They might tell the class about a family event 
like a wedding, a new movie they saw at the cinema, 
or an outing to the zoo. But this week is different. 
Today, Bassam has news. Big news!

He raises his hand. “Now your turn, Maitha. What’s 
your news?” the teacher asks. Maitha tells the class 
about the new car her parents bought. “Bo-o-o-ring!” 
shouts Bassam and the other children start to giggle. 
“My news is MUCH more interesting,” he says.

“Now, now,” says the teacher. “You’ll have your turn. 
Let Maitha finish.” “But Mrs. Nuha, I want to tell 
my news NOW.” Bassam complains. “Last night my 
parents told me……….” Enough Bassam!” the teacher 
stops him.

Bassam Has Something 
to Say

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘How do 
you think the teacher’s idea will 
help the children?’

She has had an idea about how she can get the children to 
take turns and listen to each other. “OK children. It’s time 
for recess”.

When the children return to class, they see a circle of 
cushions on the floor. 

Questions for Discussion

  Does Bassam usually behave well when the other children are 
speaking? How do you know?

  How does Maitha feel when Bassam doesn’t let her finish 
her turn?

  Why do you think there is a circle of cushions on the floor?
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3 Let’s help Bassam and his class.

THINK!
Are there ways that we could be more thoughtful, considerate or inclusive at 
school?

1. Someone used 
a marker to scribble 
on Shamsa’s new 

pencil case.

2.Hamda was 
ill yesterday and 

missed school. Her 
friends called to ask 

how she was.

3. Everyone 
laughed when Saif 

tripped and fell as he 
was running for the 

school bus.

4. Someone offered 
to help Dana

get a book from the 
top shelf

How do you think 
the children in each 
of these situations 

felt?
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5 Tell a classmate about a time 
when you felt left out.

Recall a time when you felt that 

everyone else was enjoying an activity 

and you felt that you were not included. 

Tell the story to a classmate and recall 

how it made you feel.

Recall a time 

when someone 

treated you unfairly, even 

though, you were being fair 

to that person. Then tell the 

story to a classmate and 

recall how it made you 

feel.

4 It is not only our friends who we should help.
What could you do to help these people?
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Unit 4 Consideration for Others’ 
Feelings and Cooperation

We Are 
Good 

Friends

How does my behaviour affect others? 

Lesson 3 
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1

Characteristics

Attributes

Vocabulary

Friends make our lives easier.
• Do you agree?

•  Think of 3 ways that your friends 

help you every day?
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Bassam was very excited. Some new neighbours were 
coming to live next door and they had a ten-year-
old boy. Bassam was thrilled. “We’ll be able to play 
together. We’ll have new adventures. I can’t wait to 
meet him,” he thought.
When the new boy moved in, Bassam was eager to get 
to know him. He pleaded with his mother to invite the 
new neighbours over. “Please, Mum, can we have the 
neighbours over for coffee? I’m sure the boy is missing 
his old friends and feeling lonely.” His mother agreed, 
“You are so thoughtful Bassam,” she said.
The next day, the new neighbours came for coffee. 
The boy’s name was Andrew and he appeared to be 
quite shy. “I miss my old friends,” he whispered to 
Bassam. “We used to have so much fun together. And 
I knew that I could always count on them to help me 
when I needed it,” he sighed.
Bassam looked at Andrew. “Don’t worry,” he said. “I 
will be your friend. Do you want to look through my 
games and decide what we’ll play now?” 
For the first time that day, Andrew grinned. “ I think 
that’s a great idea,” he said. 

A New Friend for 
Bassam

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘New friends 
are like new adventures. You never 
know what lessons they will teach 
you’.

Questions for Discussion

  Why was Andrew feeling shy when he met Bassam?
  What do you think Andrew will miss most about his friends?
  Can you say some of the things Andrew will have to do to 

make new friends?



51

3 Friends have many attributes that we admire. Look at 
some of the attributes a good friend might have.
What three things would I look for in a friend?

THINK! 
What three things would I look for in a friend?

Pleasant KindPatient

FriendlyPopular HelpfulConsiderate
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5

How will your classmate feel if….?
•  You tell them you really don’t like their drawing.

•  You offer to help them with some 

difficult homework.

•  You tease them about a mistake 

they made in their homework.

•  You invite them to come to your 

house after school. 

Share a story with the class where you behaved as a good 
friend.

THINK! 
What makes me a good friend?

4
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Unit 4 Consideration For 
Others’ Feelings and 
Cooperation

Let’s Work 
Together

Can you work effectively as a member of a group? 

Lesson 4 
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1

Have you ever heard these old sayings before?
What do they mean?

Co-operation

Collaborative

Vocabulary

A job shared is a job halved Many hands make light work



55

One day, the teacher came into the classroom 
carrying a big box. “What’s in the box? What’s in the 
box,” cried all the children together. 

“The school has decided that the school needs a 
garden,” announced the teacher. “A garden?” asked 
Bassam. “There’s no room for a garden here.”

“What I want to know is, what’s in the box?” said 
the new boy, Andrew. “Gather around and see for 
yourselves,” said the teacher. The children stared at 
the contents of the box. There were small flowerpots 
and some bags of soil. There were little envelopes of 
seeds too. There were paintbrushes and jars of paint. 
There were lovely stencils of different flowers as well.

The teacher explained that some of the local shops 
got together and donated money to the school, and 
the teachers all went out one day after school and 
bought the materials. 

“And now, it’s your turn,” she said. “Each class will 
plant some seeds and place the pots along the 
windows in their classroom. Each class is also going to 
be responsible for a section of the schoolyard wall. We 
will paint our garden,” she said.

The School Gets 
a Garden

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Do you 
think the class will have to co-
operate to make their section of 
the wall beautiful?’

Questions for Discussion

  Can you remember any of the materials that were bought to 
make the garden?

  Would the garden be possible if local shops had not donated 
the money?

  What do you think would have happened if the teachers had 
refused to donate their time to buy the materials?
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3 Building a school and running a restaurant are two tasks 
that cannot be done by one person alone. 
Who has to co-operate to make sure the tasks are fulfilled?

4 Peer teaching is when students collaborate to teach each other. 

In your group, take turns to choose one of the lessons in this book and 

explain it to your classmates.

Remember!

a. Respect what others have to say.

b. Take turns to speak.

c. Answer any questions clearly.

Building a School Running a Restaurant
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THINK! 
Do you believe we have things to learn from our peers? 

5 Let’s work together to make something 
wonderful happen!
Listen to the sounds we make together.

What do you hear?

It takes all of us working 

together to make this 

beautiful sound.

d.  Ask the other members of your 

group to contribute.

e.  Solve any queries before moving on 

to the next subject.
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Unit 4 Consideration for 
Others’ Feelings and 
Cooperation

We Are 
Great at 

Group Work

Do you understand why working together is 
important? 

Lesson 5 
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1

Co-operation

Collaborative

Compromise

Vocabulary

Work in your group to decide where to go this weekend.
Not everyone will be happy. You’ll have to compromise!
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The last time Bassam did a project, he got his Mum 
to help him. The teacher was very impressed with the 
project and Bassam was proud.

The teacher has just given the class another project. 
This time, it’s about The World. The children have to 
choose a country and find out all they can about it. 
“But this time, I want you to do it differently,” says 
the teacher. “ This time I want you to work in groups. 
You can’t ask your parents for help.”
Bassam was a clever student but he always liked 
to work alone. “Oh no!” he thought. But he quickly 
reacted positively. “Now that I have to work within a 
group, I’d better do it with students I enjoy spending 
time with.”
He looked for Andrew and Mona and asked them “Shall 
we work together in one group?”. Delighted, they 
immediately agreed. “Where shall we start?” asked 
Andrew.

That evening, the group meets at Bassam’s house. 
They choose to do their project about Australia. 
Mona’s uncle lives there, so she says she can ask him 
for information about what it’s like to live there. “I’ll 
find out about the flag and a bit of the history too.” 
Bassam loves to draw, so he offers to draw pictures 
of a kangaroo and a koala. “You know, they’re animals 

A Project for Bassam

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Why do 
you think the teacher asked the 
children to work in groups?’

Questions for Discussion

  Do you like working on your own or in a group? Why?
  Why do you think the teacher told the children not to ask their 

parents for help?
  How did Bassam react to the teacher’s request?

that live in Australia ,” he tells the others. Andrew thinks 
for a minute. “My parents bought me a computer recently. 
I can go online and look for information about the food 
they eat there,” he says.
“I wouldn’t be able to do everything myself but, together, 
we are going to do a great project.”
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3

4

When we cooperate on a project, there are many roles to 
be fulfilled.
Match the Roles with the Responsibilities

You and a group of explorers have claimed an 
uninhabited island as your new country. 
You must work together to complete the following tasks:

• Name the country

• Design a flag

• Create five rights & responsibilities that you feel are necessary

Speaker   

Leader   

Recorder   

Time Keeper  

Helper   

Material Manager 

• The person who does all the writing for 
the group.

• The person responsible for getting and 
returning all supplies.

• The person who presents the project. The only 
person who can ask the teacher a question.

• The person who makes sure everyone is doing 
what they should. Encourages everyone to do 
their best.

• The person who makes sure the group will be 
finished on schedule.

• The person who cleans up and fills in any 
other job as required

Group Role Responsibility
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5 Your teacher will divide the class into two teams.
Team A: On a large piece of cardboard, write down all the ways you think a good 

group should behave.

Team B: Write down all the words that describe the characteristics of a good 

group.

Questions to discuss in your group:

• How were decisions made in your group? 

•  Are you all happy with the decisions that were made? Why/Why not? 

• How can you tell if a group is working well together? 

• How do you usually behave when making decisions with others? 

Why is it important to be able to make decisions in a group?
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Parents’
Guide

Grade 3



Grade 3 66

Understanding  The U.A.E culture 
(part 1)Unit 3

Consideration for Other’s Feelings 
and CooperationUnit 4
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Dear Parents/ Guardians

Welcome to a new term, one that we hope will be fruitful and beneficial.

We have decided to teach Moral Education in order to facilitate the 
character development of our students. We aim to introduce them to 
a set of individual and social values, which we hope they will abide by. 
This will enable them to play an effective role in the community and 
create a bright future on both personal and social levels.

Therefore, we hope you will contribute to our efforts by talking to 
your children and discussing with them the topics and lessons of this 
course. 

At the beginning of each unit, you will find a summary of its content 
and intended learning outcomes. We hope you will read the summary 
and learning outcomes and work with your children to complete one 
or more activities from the menu suggested in this unit, thus ensuring 
interaction between the students and their family members. 

Lettre to the Parents/ Guardians
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Objectives of the Unit 

In this unit, students will look at the range of cultures that live and exist in the UAE today. They will 
recognise and give examples of their own culture and how they identify with it and what has influenced 
their own culture. Additionally, they identify various aspects and facets of culture that enable them to 
recognize the variety of specific cultures within the UAE including Emirati culture. 

Understanding The U.A.E Culture (Part 1)

Unit 3

What is culture and why is it important to people?

Theme Cultural Studies
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Exploratory Questions

- What is culture?

- How do I recognize culture?

- What is a cultural identity?

- Which cultures can I identify in my community?

- Do I understand Emirati culture?

Learning Outcomes:

- Explain and give examples of ‘culture’.

- Describe their own cultural identity and talk about what has influenced it.

- Conduct simple cultural mapping.

- Explain how an individual’s cultural identity has many aspects and is influenced in a variety of ways.

- Identify and explain aspects of Emirati culture in general, and their own cultural identity in particular.
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Home activities

Activity 1:

- Invite some friends and family to your home for a traditional cultural evening.

- Before the event, the family does some research on the food to be served and the student makes 
notes.

- The family prepares the food together.

- When the guests arrive and have been served the food, the student shares the information about 
its history with them.

- When the meal is finished, family members take turns to explain the aspects of their culture that 
are important to them – the festivals celebrated, the customs practised, the food eaten and important 
stories from their culture.

- A family member or guest is invited to relate one of the traditional stories.

- The student may share this story with their classmates.
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Activity 2:

- Organise a family outing: a cultural tour of your neighbourhood or community.

- The family goes for a long walk or drives around the neighbourhood. 

- During the outing, the family identifies different communities that live in the locality. The student 
takes note of cultural evidence of other cultures. They also take note of aspects of Emirati culture 
that they recognise.

- When they return home, the student draws a rough map of the area and marks on it the evidence 
of other cultures and Emirati culture noticed during the outing.

- The student discusses the map with the rest of the family.
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Objectives of the Unit 

The aim of this unit is to show the value and importance of being thoughtful and considerate towards 
others, while also recognising how behaviour can impact upon another person’s feelings. It aims, too, 
to teach nature of friendship and how working together cooperatively benefits everyone ultimately.

Consideration for Other’s Feelings and 
Cooperation

Unit 4

How can we treat others with consideration and compassion?

Theme Character and Morality
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Exploratory Questions

- How can we show thoughtfulness and consideration towards others?

- How might our actions affect those around us?

- Why is it so important to work together in cooperation with colleagues? 

- How can we work effectively as part of a group?

Learning Outcomes:

- Act in ways that demonstrate they know what it means to be thoughtful and show consideration 
for others.

- Show a greater understanding of how their actions affect the feelings of others around them.

- Understand why cooperative working is important and how group activities should be conducted.

- Work effectively as a member of a group.
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Home activities

Activity 1:

- Use Circle Time at the end of the day.

- All family members sit on cushions in a circle on the floor. Ask the student to explain to everyone in 
the family how Circle Time works, the Five Rules of Circle Time and the Speaking Object.

- Let the youngest member of the family choose a Speaking Object, for example a toy or a ball.

- First, use Circle Time and the Speaking Object to allow everyone to say one thing about how their 
day went. After their turn, each person passes the Speaking Object to the person on their left. On 
the next round, each person tells about something that made them sad during the day. Finally, 
everyone tells about something that made them happy. 
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Activity 2:

- Plan a project together.

- Gather the family around a table and plan a project for the family to do together. It can be something 
like helping an elderly neighbour, doing research on a subject everyone is interested in or planning 
how to redecorate a room in the home.

- First, assign roles for each family member to take for the project; for example, the Leader, the 
Materials Manager, the Time Keeper and the Helper. The student should take the role of Recorder. 

- The student should record all the decisions made and the tasks to be carried out by each person. 
The Leader should make sure that everyone carries out the tasks allocated to them and encourage 
them as they carry out the project.

- When the project has been completed, the student should record how it went, if it was successful 
and how it might have been improved.

- The student may share their findings with their classmates.
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Attributes: An inherent part of someone or something.

Beliefs: Things we accept as existing or as true.

Characteristics: The typical qualities and features that belong to someone.

Co-operation: Working together towards a shared aim to achieve the 
same result.

Co-operation: Working together towards a shared aim to achieve the 
same result.

Collaborative: Done by several people all working together.

Collaborative: Done by several people all working together.

Compromise: An agreement made between two people or groups in 
which each side gives up some of the things they want so that all sides 
are happy at the end.

Considerate: Always thinking of other people’s wishes and feelings; being 
careful not to upset or hurt others.

Cuisine: The style or method of cooking in a particular country, region, or 
place.

Cultural diversity: A range of different cultures in a place.

Cultural iceberg: An image that represents the visible and invisible 
aspects of culture. We see the iceberg that is above the water line, but we 
often don’t consider what is below the water line. Culture is considered 
the same way.

Cultural identity: The cultures that someone identifies with.

Glossary
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Cultural mapping: A simple way to show aspects of someone’s culture.

Cultural profile: A way of recording the important aspects of culture that 
we identify with.

Customs: Practices that people in a given place have the habit to do.

Expatriate: A person who leaves the country of his parents and lives in 
another country for work or education.

Feelings: How someone responds emotionally.

Historical culture: Culture as it was practised in the past.

Hospitality: Our welcome for someone to our home or country.

Inclusive: Ensuring that no one feels left out.

Protocols: The expectations that we place on people which are related to 
our cultural norms in given situations.

Thoughtful: Showing consideration for the needs of other people.

Values: Things we think are important.

World view: The way we see and understand the world around us.
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