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Moral Education
Engaging, Enlightening, Enabling and Empowering Global Citizens

‘A country’s greatest investment lies in building generations of educated and 
knowledgeable youth.’… ‘To the young men and women of the Emirates, the 

future is yours. You are those who will determine your country’s future’

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

‘Our children face major challenges, and it is our responsibility to prepare and 
protect them. We should not sit back and watch. We should race faster than 

light to ensure that future generations are well prepared to continue achieving 
and progressing.’

“ ”

‘The future belongs to those who can imagine it, design it and execute it. It isn’t 
something you await, but rather create.’“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum

‘Values are the foundation of a nation’s stability, and the spirit of its laws. 
Without values, a country has no security, stability or continuity.’ “ ”

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
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Moral Education
Moral education seeks to foster in students a set of universal values, which will enable them to peacefully interact and 

connect with people from different cultural and social groups who hold different views and perspectives. It seeks to 

empower them to become active, responsible, local and global citizens. It enables them to develop mutual 

understanding, respect for difference and empathy in order to sustain our cohesive and prosperous society. Through 

dialogue and interaction, students are provided with opportunities to explore different worldviews, to challenge one 

another’s assumptions and attitudes and to develop the knowledge, skills and attitude necessary to think critically, to 

make informed ethical decisions and to act on them in the interests of their society.

Values of the Moral Education Course
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Key Pillars of Learning
The Moral Education course will be experienced by students as they progress through the course, working their way 

through four key pillars of learning. Each of the four pillars is constructed around a series of learning outcomes.

The Individual and 
Community (IC)

Moral Education

Character and 
Morality (CM)

Cultural Studies
(CUS)

Civic Studies
(CIS)

Teaching universal 
ethical values, 

such as fairness, 
caring, honesty, 

resilience, 
tolerance and 

respect.

The development 
of moral thinking 
for individuals as 

active members of 
their families, 

social environment 
and communities 

at large.

Focusing on local 
Emirati heritage, 
archaeology, and 

the importance of 
preserving culture.

Concentrating on 
Emirati history, 

trade, travel, 
governance, as 
well as global 
citizenship.
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What Can 
Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell 
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Exploratory Questions:

How can we describe artefacts in 
a simple way?

Where do historical artefacts 
come from and what were they 
used for?

What is an archeologist?

What do artefacts tell us about 
our ancestors?
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Unit 3 What Can Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell Us?

We Are 
Detail 

Detectives 
(Part 1)

Can you describe some artefacts?

Lesson 1 
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1 Look at the pictures. Are these things tangible or intangible?

1. Statue

4. Eid festivals

2. Ancient vase

5. Discovery of oil

3. Trip to the museum

6. Date palm tree

Vocabulary

Artefact Tangible

Intangible
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“I have a lovely surprise, little one,” Loubna’s father 
said, handing her a small bag. 
“That looks like a very small surprise,” Loubna 
thought. 
Her father explained there was a clue inside. He told 
Loubna to reach in and touch it. “Don’t peek. What 
does it feel like?”
“It feels hard,” Loubna replied, “and it has a round 
and flat shape, with a rough bumpy texture. Oh, it 
crumbles!” 
“Does it feel familiar?” he asked.
“Yes, it does.” Loubna shook the bag, but it didn’t 
make a lot of noise.
“Okay, now close your eyes and smell inside,” he 
suggested.
“Mmmmm… it’s that yummy cinnamon smell! Just like 
Grandma’s famous cookies.”
“Well, little one, any idea what the surprise is?” asked 
her father.
“We are visiting Grandma!” Loubna said excitedly.
“That’s right,” he said. “What a great little detective 
you are!”

Loubna’s Big Surprise

2
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Let’s think together ‘What can 
you learn from using your senses?’

Questions for Discussion

 What senses did Loubna use?
 How did Loubna discover the surprise?
 Is Loubna a “great little detective”? Why?

Key Fact 
Cinnamon and other ingredients such as semolina and dates have been used in Emirati 
baking since ancient times.
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3 It’s time to use our detective skills.
Guess what’s in the bag?
Choose a note taker so that we can record our great ideas and descriptive words. 

Remember – no peeping inside the bag!

Useful questions to help with our detective 

work:

• What does it feel like?

• What size or shape is it?  

• What kind of texture does it have?

• Does it feel familiar?

• Does it have a smell or a sound?

Acting as a detective
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4 Now we are going to reflect on today’s lesson by using 
‘Two Stars and a Wish’. 

For the Two Stars, choose two things you really liked about today’s lesson.

1. 

2. 

For the Wish, choose one thing you still have questions about or would like 

to learn more about in the next lesson. 

1. 

5 Let’s try to make some connections.  Together we can 
solve this mystery!
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Unit 3 What Can Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell Us?

We Are 
Detail 

Detectives 
(Part 2)

Can we learn about our ancestors’ lives by looking 
at artefacts?

Lesson 2 
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1 You are going to be introduced now to a real historical 
artefact. Talk and share ideas with your group about the 
artefact, its origin and 
what it was used for.
Remember to choose a 
note-taker to record the 
ideas from each group’s 
discussion.

Ancient arrowheads

Creative

Inventive

Origin

Vocabulary
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Grandma gave Loubna a warm cuddle and brought 
a shiny tray with cinnamon cookies, a glass of warm 
milk, and a golden mug and… an old pot.
“Grandma! What’s that ugly old thing?”
“Ugly?” asked Grandma. “Look closer… but be careful, 
it’s hot”.
Loubna leaned closer. It was curved, with a round 
bottom and slender neck. There was a small cap on 
an old hinge and big spout that looked like a beak. It 
was beautiful, with swirls, curls and zigzags… but so 
grubby. It smelled familiar.
“What is it, Grandma?”
“It’s my coffee pot, Loubna !”
Loubna was puzzled. Where was the plug? Where did 
the capsules go?
Grandma explained that the pot was once shiny, but 
over the years it had dulled. It used to belong to her 
great grandmother. It was old, but Grandma liked to 
make her coffee the old-fashioned way.
“If this pot could talk, it would tell wonderful stories 
about our family’s history” said Grandma.
 

Loubna’s Visit
to Grandma

2
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Date 
Loubna’s Grandma’s coffee pot came from the early 1800s. At home, look up some 
images of what life was like back then.

Let’s think together ‘Why do 
some people keep old things?’

Questions for Discussion

  Why was Loubna puzzled when Grandma said it was a coffee 
pot?

  Why did Grandma still use the coffee pot?
  Can you imagine one of the stories the coffee pot could tell? 

Tell one of your classmates.
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3 Let’s have a walking debate!
Think about the statement, “We are living in the most creative and inventive 

period there has ever been”

Let’s use a walking debate to vote with our feet! All you have to do is stand in the 

place that best matches how you feel about the statement. Choose your 

position carefully!
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4

5

What have you learned today?
• Can you describe artefacts in a clear and detailed way?

•  Can you figure out where certain artefacts came from and what they were 

used for?

•  Can you say whether people in the past were creative and inventive? 

Artefacts are everywhere - perhaps even in your home. 
Can you think of any?

Think! 
Do you have any artefacts at home or somewhere else that your classmates would find 
interesting?
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Unit 3 What Can Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell Us?

A Visit 
to The 

Museum

How do artefacts show the creativity and 
inventiveness of our ancestors?

Lesson 3 
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1 Let’s find out about one another’s artefacts! Did any of 
your classmates bring anything similar to yours? Does 
anyone have anything you’ve never seen before?

Date:  
The Dubai museum is housed in one of the oldest buildings in the UAE. It dates back 
to 1787 AD, but has only been used as a museum since 1971 AD.

Dubai Museum

History

Museum

Tradition

Vocabulary
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After learning all about Grandma’s coffee pot, Loubna 
wanted to know more about history and culture. 
“Let’s go to the museum”, said Grandma. She knew 
that Loubna would be fascinated by all the artefacts. 
“Oh wow!” Loubna gasped when they entered the 
museum. They wandered in happy silence for hours. 
Loubna’s favourite room was the one with ceramic 
pots and plates made by local people many years ago. 
She wanted to touch the artefacts, but Grandma said 
they were too delicate and precious. “That’s why they 
are behind glass” Grandma explained.
Loubna took out her notebook and sketched some of 
the pots. She loved the patterns. There were swirls, 
twirls, zigzags, and flowers, and some even had 
snakes and other animals on them.
After a few hours, Loubna was ready for a snack. They 
went to the café and talked about what they had 
learned about the history and art of the United Arab 
Emirates.

A Visit to the National 
Museum

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Where 
do museums get their artefacts 
from?’

Questions for Discussion

  Why did Loubna want to go to the museum?
  Why are the artefacts stored behind glass? 
  Have you ever been to a museum? Tell your classmates what 

you liked most about it.
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3 We are so lucky to have a whole museum to ourselves! 
Behave as though you’re in a real museum. Walk around 
in your class and examine the objects in your museum.

Think!  
Have you noticed any common patterns, symbols and shapes on the artefacts in our 
make-believe museum?

Key Fact 
It is your right, as an individual, to enjoy the arts and traditions of your community and 
benefit from scientific progress. 

Dubai Museum
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4 Let’s explore symbols, patterns and shapes. 

Think!  
Can you think of any symbols, shapes or patterns that represent your culture?

5 Have we achieved what we set out to at the start of this 
lesson? Is there something I still need to work on?

1 2 3 4
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Unit 3 What Can Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell Us?

We Are 
Artists

Were our ancestors great and inventive artists?

Lesson 4 
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1 Let’s revisit what we know.
Can you describe artefacts? Can you figure out where they are from and what 

they were for? Can you tell if your ancestors were creative and inventive?

Think! 
Who is the artist inside me? What would I carve or paint if I had the chance?

Key Fact 
The world’s oldest piece of pottery was found in China and is believed to be over 
20,000 years old!

Symbol

Pattern

Vocabulary
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That evening, Loubna told her father about the 
wonderful things she had seen at the museum. Then 
she remembered her sketches. “Oh, father, let me 
show you!”
Loubna’s father turned the pages of the notebook 
slowly, admiring the intricate designs and patterns 
she had sketched. “Well done, little one,” he said, 
but Loubna frowned. “I tried but I couldn’t get the 
patterns and symbols exactly right,” she said sadly.
“That’s not what matters,” he said tenderly. “We are 
all unique, with our own beautiful works of art inside 
us. Why don’t you use these sketches to create your 
own art?” Loubna smiled broadly and ran to get her 
paints.
Inspired by her father’s words, Loubna painted with 
freedom and passion. She mixed vibrant colours, and 
painted beautiful swirls, flowers and starbursts onto 
her sketches. 
When she showed her father, it took his breath 
away. “I knew there was a great artist inside you, just 
bursting to come out!” he said.

Loubna’s Sketches

2



24

Let’s think together ‘Do you 
think we all have a great artist 
inside us?’

Questions for Discussion

  Why was Loubna disappointed with her sketches?
  What did Loubna’s father mean when he said, “We are all 

unique, with our own beautiful works of art inside us”?
  Did Loubna’s father like her paintings? How do you know?
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3 It’s time to release your inner artist!
Decorate the page with your own style.

Think! 
Why do you think it is more common to see symbols, patterns and shapes than 
portraits or landscapes on artefacts such as ceramics and pottery?
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4 Let’s work as a team to make something beautiful!

5 Let’s take stock of where we are!
Can you describe artefacts?

Can you figure out where they are from and what they were for?

Can you tell if your ancestors were creative and inventive?

Paint tins and brushes
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Unit 3 What Can Artefacts and 
Symbols Tell Us?

We Are 
Archaeologists

What is an archeologist?

Lesson 5 
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1 We learn about the past through the work of 
archaeologists. 
•  Can you remember what an archaeologist does?

• Do you know what an archaeological site is?

•  What sort of tools does an archaeologist use?

Archaeologist

Site

Dig

Evidence

Vocabulary

Think! 
Why do we gather evidence from the past?

Date 
The first recorded archaeological dig in the UAE began in Umm Al Nar (now known as 
Sas Al Nakhel) in 1959 AD.
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When Loubna arrived home, her father greeted her 
eagerly. “At last, you’re here! I want you to meet 
someone. This is Yasmin.” A tall, smiling woman 
appeared at the door. “Hello Loubna,” she said.
“Yasmin is an archaeologist,” said Loubna’s father.
“An arc - key - ol - o - gist?” said Loubna confused.
“Yes,” said Yasmin, “a type of scientist. I study 
artefacts to learn about the past.”
“Yasmin has just completed work on a ‘dig’ on the 
island of Sas Al Nakhel,” said Loubna’s father.
“Your work is to dig?” asked Loubna.
“Well, sort of,” laughed Yasmin, “the places where I 
work are called archaeological sites or digs. They’re 
called digs because that’s what we do... we dig to find 
artefacts. Of course, we have to be carewful so we use 
special tools.”
 “Like what?” asked Loubna.
“Well, we use trowels, tweezers, small brushes - even 
toothbrushes - and tea spoons to dig up artefacts 
and carefully dust them off to see what they are,” 
explained Yasmin.
“That’s so exciting,” said Loubna. 

An Exciting Visitor!

2
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“Oh, yes,” replied Yasmin, “the best part is examining the 
evidence, like symbols, images and patterns on artefacts; 
they tell when artefacts were made, which tools were used 
to make them and what they were for. Maybe you’d like to 
come on a dig some time?”
Loubna’s eyes open wide. “I would love to,” she beamed.

Let’s think together about the 
statement, ‘Would you like to 
be an archaeologist? Why or why 
not?’

Questions for Discussion

  Is the work of archaeologists important?
  Why do archaeologists have to be very careful during digs? 
  Why would examining the evidence be the best part of being 

an archaeologist?
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3 It’s time to try our hands at archaeology!
We want to have a successful dig, so let’s work together and make a plan!

• Who will use which tools and when?

• How will we ensure that we don’t get in one another’s way?

•  Will we all work on the same 

section at the same time? Why or 

why not?

•  How will we manage our time?

• Who will record our findings?

Think! 
If an archaeologist was to uncover your bedroom in 1000 years time, what would they 
find out about what life is like today?

Dig site
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4 Let’s work as a team to find something really interesting!

Key Fact 
We have been looking a lot at pottery today, but archaeologists examine lots of man-
made objects, such as coins, clothes, tools, buildings and even garbage!

5 What have we unearthed from the past?
• What have you learned today?

• What have you learned about working in groups?

• What do you remember about Yasmin’s visit?

• Did you find anything particularly easy or difficult?

• What was your favourite part of the lesson today? Why?
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Resilience and 
Perseverance

How do the skills of resilience and perseverance 
benefit	a	person?

Lesson 1	  A Good Start

Lesson 2	  Perseverance

Lesson 3	 Resilience

Lesson 4	 What I Find Difficult

Lesson 5	 The Final Version
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Exploratory Questions:

What does it mean to be 
resilient?

What is perseverance?

What do these skills look like in 
everyday life?

Why are resilience and 
perseverance desirable life skills?

How does a person become more 
resilient?

What is feedback?

How can we use feedback to 
further our work?

What is the effect of hard 
work and perseverance on my 
schoolwork?
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Unit 4 Resilience and 
Perseverance

A Good 
Start

Why should we work hard on any task? 

Lesson 1 
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1 Answer these questions about perseverance, and share 
your answers with your classmates.
a.  Has working hard helped you to succeed before? 

b.  Is working hard at a task that you enjoy an easy thing to do? 

c.  When does working hard at something become more difficult? 

Working hard

Positive feedback

Feedback

Negative feedback

Vocabulary

Think! 
What do you work hard at?
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Patrick loves nature! His class was learning about 
butterflies and they had to draw pictures of 
butterflies. 
Patrick chose a tiger swallowtail butterfly. The stripes 
of the butterfly reminded him of a tiger!
Sadly, Patrick made a big mistake–he forgot to look 
very carefully at the butterfly. 
He drew from a picture that he had in his head!

His teacher’s feedback did not surprise him: “You 
drew a nice butterfly. But it did not really resemble 
the tiger swallowtail.” 
Patrick’s teacher explained that feedback from 
different people is very important. So he asked the 
students to give advice to one another about their 

Patrick Draws a 
Butterfly

2
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work. The students shared good ideas with Patrick. 
The wings needed to be bigger. The lines needed to 
be straighter.

Here is the second drawing Patrick made:

In his second drawing, Patrick used straighter lines 
for the wings. And he paid more attention to the 
shape of the butterfly, as his friends had advised.

He was very happy with the progress. But could it 
be even better?

Let’s think together “Feedback 
is very important.” Discuss this 
idea with your classmates.

Questions for Discussion

  How do you think Patrick felt when his teacher gave him 
feedback?

  Do you think the feedback from the other students was useful?
  Why was Patrick “very happy with the progress”?
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3

4 My First Feedback!
Enter the feedback you received for your drawing.

Discuss to create a class agreement.
a.  Why do we give feedback?

b.  What kind of feedback would you like to hear about your work?

c.  How would you feel if you only heard negative comments about your work?

Work with a partner to contribute a sentence that you would like to include in 

the class agreement on giving feedback.

My work is impressive in Next time, I will focus on  

Key Fact
Bees also work hard, they have to fly 55,000 miles to produce just about half a 
kilogram of honey
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5 Write a question to help you clarify something you did 
not understand in the lesson.

My question:
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Unit 4 Resilience and 
Perseverance

Perseverance

What does it take to finish a project without 
giving up?

Lesson 2 
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Perseverance
1 Don’t give up

Perseverance is:

Tell your classmates about a time when you were going to give up on a task but 

did not. 

How did it feel to complete the task?

Perseverance

Challenge

Trying hard

Vocabulary
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During break times, Patrick and his friends often 
played chasing games.  Patrick didn’t like chasing 
because he thought he wasn’t a very fast runner. But, 
he always played along! 
One day Patrick was being chased by his friend. He 
tripped and had a nasty fall, hurting himself badly. 
When Patrick went home, he told his parents that he 
would never play this game again! Patrick’s parents 
were worried. It wasn’t like Patrick to give up on 
something! 
Patrick’s dad had an idea. 
“When your knees have healed, we could practise 
running outside. With a little practice, you could be 
very fast!” 
Slowly, Patrick stood up and hopped towards the door. 
“What are we waiting for?”
Within days, Patrick’s knees had healed and within 
weeks, Patrick’s training was becoming obvious to 
all his friends.  He was very glad that he hadn’t given 
up. His friends were delighted to have him rejoin 
the game!

Patrick on the Run

2
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Let’s think together ‘Do you think 
Patrick had any other options? Why 
did he choose to persevere instead?’

Questions for Discussion

  Why did Patrick play chasing with his friends, even if he didn’t 
enjoy it?

  What feedback did Patrick receive from his parents?
  What is the moral of the story?
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3 In my group challenge
a. My points of strength in completing the challenge

b. Points that I need to improve

c. Feedback I received 

d.  Does this feedback address the points of strength and the points that I need 

to improve?

Think! 
What advice would you offer somebody who was finding a task challenging? 

4 Let’s Return to our Drawings!
Feedback I received on my drawing:

How I used this feedback

Feedback I gave to my classmate:
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5

Work
Harder Succeed

Challenge Difficulty

Give Up Fail

Connect the Words!

a. My definition of perseverance:

b. Perseverance is important because:

Key Fact 
The creator of Mickey Mouse, Walt Disney showed great determination and 
perseverance in his life. He once said that “Whatever you do, do it well. Do it so well 
that when people see you do it they will want to come back and see you do it again 
and they will want to bring others and show them how well you do what you do.”
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Unit 4 Resilience and 
Perseverance

Resilience

Can you identify some individuals in the UAE who 
have demonstrated remarkable resilience in their 

everyday lives? 

Lesson 3 
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1

Resilient

Making mistakes

Challenge

Vocabulary

My Drawing progress!
1. Feedback from my friend

2. My feelings about my drawings 

What is really good about my 
drawing? What will I work on next?

What is really good about my 
drawing? What will I work on next?
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Patrick was enjoying running with his father. But some 
days he got tired and wanted to give up. 
His father told him about Mohammed Khamis 
Khalaf, the first Emirati to win a gold medal in the 
Paralympics for weightlifting.
Around the mid-nineties, Mohammed’s friends told 
him about the Dubai Club for Special Sports. His coach 
soon noticed that he had a talent for powerlifting. 
He entered the powerlifting Championship in Dubai 
in 1998 and he was placed ninth. Mohammed and his 
coach put together a plan to improve his performance. 
He trained very hard and had the Paralympics in 
Athens as his target. He went on to win a gold medal 
in Athens in 2004.
In the 2016 Paralymics, despite suffering a shoulder 
injury, he went on to lift 220 kg and win the gold 
medal. 
Patrick was very impressed with Mohammed. He 
decided to work harder on his training.

Patrick and Mohammed 
Khalaf

2
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Let’s think together ‘What 
question would you like to ask 
Mohammed’

Questions for Discussion

  What did Patrick’s father do when Patrick felt like giving up? 
  What word would you use to describe the type of person that 

Mohammed is? 
  What made Mohammed succeed?
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3 Examine the photographs below.

a.  What are the people trying to do in 

these photographs?

b. Do you think this is an easy job?

c.  What do you think might be difficult 

about their job?

d.  Why do you think they continue with 

this job?

e. If you could ask one question to anyone in this photograph, what would it be?

Think! 
Can you think of a person who is resilient? Do you know someone who is good at 
coming back from challenging situations?
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4

5

Are you resilient?

I was resilient when:

 

 

I didn’t give up because:

 

 

Role Play 

Look again at the photos in activity 3. In groups, act out a scene that represents 

aspects of these people’s lives.

Character:   

Scene:

 

 

  

Key Fact 
“Resilience is not just building from mistakes, but learning from them” Ruby Mae Baker
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Unit 4 Resilience and 
Perseverance

What I Find 
Difficult

What are personal strengths and how can you use 
them in your everyday lives?

Lesson 4 
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1 Resilience quote
 Read Sheikh Zayed’s (May God 

have mercy on his soul) famous 

quote and discuss what it means 

to you. 

“The desert environment has 

taught us to persevere and be 

patient until the land blossoms”.

Improving atStrength 

Class motto

Vocabulary

Date  
World Positive Thinking Day is celebrated on the 13th of September
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Patrick was getting better at his running. He used 
to be a slow runner, but now he was getting quicker 
every day.
But what about his drawing? He still found it difficult 
to draw his butterfly.

After lots of thought and planning, Patrick created his 
third picture.
Mira, Patrick’s friend, was impressed by his progress 
and advised him that the wings of the butterfly could 

Patrick Returns to his 
Butterfly

2
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be a focus for his 
next drawing. She 
suggested that he 
should remember 
sharp lines when 
creating the wings 
of the butterfly. 
Patrick thought 
carefully, once 
more, and created 
a fourth draft of his 
drawing. 
As you can see, Patrick listened very carefully to his 
friend. He was glad she had given him such good 
advice. He now focused on the shape of the butterfly in 
this drawing. 
He was feeling really proud of the shapes in his picture 
and thought it was time to move to designing the 
patterns on his butterfly.

Let’s think together ‘Did 
Patrick’s perseverance lead to a 
good result?’

Questions for Discussion

  Why was Patrick worried about his drawing?
  Do you think Mira helped him?
  What did Patrick find most difficult about his task?
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3

4

What I find difficult
Each of us has strengths. And each of us finds some things difficult.

  

Returning to my drawing
Feedback I received: 

  

 

  

Think! 
Do you agree with the statement “It is important to recognise both our strengths and 
our weaknesses”?

My Strengths What I find difficult
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5 Work with your classmates to create a class motto. 

Important words to use in our motto:

 

My Team’s Motto:

Our Chosen Class Resilience Motto:

Draw your motto symbol
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Unit 4 Resilience and 
Perseverance

The Final 
Version

What was the impact of  
your hard work on your project? 

How do you feel after all your hard work?

Lesson 5 
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1 What step are you at today in this project?
Circle the step.

Resilience

Perseverance

Vocabulary

I won’t do it

I will do it

Yes, I did it

I can’t do it

I can do it

I want to do it
How do I do it?

I’ll try to do it
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Patrick didn’t give up on his drawing. It was hard work, 
but he wanted to draw a really nice butterfly.

It was time now to 
draw designs for his 
butterfly.

Just like before, he 
planned his work and 
then began to slowly 
and carefully draw 
the designs.

Patrick was so proud of his work. His friends were 
delighted to see Patrick’s butterfly really taking shape 
and they were excited to see the final draft soon! 

Patrick thought that it was time to add colour. It was 
more hard work, but he didn’t mind. Once again, he 
looked carefully at the picture his teacher had given 
him and chose his colours. 

Patrick Completes his 
Butterfly

2
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Patrick was very 
happy with his 
work and he was 
grateful to have 
had really good 
feedback from his 
friends to help him 
along the way. 

Patrick smiled. He had made a lot of progress!

Let’s think together ‘Patrick 
didn’t give up on his drawing.” 
Why do you think Patrick didn’t 
give up? What does this tell us 
about him?’

Questions for Discussion

  What do we learn about Patrick’s attitude to hard work?
  Why do you think Patrick’s friends were “delighted”? 
  Why do you think Patrick smiled at the end of the project?
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3 My reflections
I am proud of my work because

My friends say that my work is 

Here are the skills I used to create my picture: 

• Hard work

• Determination

• Listening to feedback from my friends and acting upon it

• Never giving up

• Thinking hard about my work

• Problem solving

The skill that I am best at is: 

Think! 
I have shown resilience and perseverance during my work on this Art project. Where 
else can I use these skills?
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4

5

My feedback
 says that my work is 

 says that my work is 

This makes me feel 

What’s important to me?
Put the sentences in order of importance for your team:

 Trying my best every day helps me to do well.

 When I come across a challenge it is important that I try to move past it.

 Mistakes help everyone to learn.

 Listening to good feedback helps me to improve

Team statement:
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Parents’
Guide

Grade 2
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What Can Artefacts and Symbols Tell 
Us?Unit	3

Resilience and PerseveranceUnit	4
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Dear Parents/ Guardians

Welcome to a new term, one that we hope will be fruitful and beneficial.

We have decided to teach Moral Education in order to facilitate the 
character development of our students. We aim to introduce them to 
a set of individual and social values, which we hope they will abide by. 
This will enable them to play an effective role in the community and 
create a bright future on both personal and social levels.

Therefore, we hope you will contribute to our efforts by talking to 
your children and discussing with them the topics and lessons of this 
course. 

At the beginning of each unit, you will find a summary of its content 
and intended learning outcomes. We hope you will read the summary 
and learning outcomes and work with your children to complete one 
or more activities from the menu suggested in this unit, thus ensuring 
interaction between the students and their family members.

Lettre to the Parents/ Guardians
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Objectives of the Unit 

The aim of this unit is to help young people develop an understanding and appreciation of their cultural 
and archaeological past.  They will also develop an appreciation for the creativity and inventiveness of 
their ancestors. Students will learn how to understand historical artefacts. 

What Can Artefacts and Symbols Tell Us?

Unit 3

What do historical artefacts tell us about our past?

Theme Cultural Studies

What Can Artefacts and Symbols Tell Us?
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Exploratory Questions

- How can we describe artefacts in a simple way?

- Where do historical artefacts come from and what were they used for?

- What is an archaeologist?

- What do artefacts tell us about our ancestors?

Learning Outcomes:

- Describe the distinguishing features of a variety of artefacts from the past.

- Make a simple presentation about the origin and purpose of an artefact.

- Describe in simple terms the work that archaeologists do. 

- Appreciate that people in the past were as creative and inventive as people today.
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Home activities

Activity 1:

- Each week during this month, the family will visit an elderly relative or neighbour to talk about what 
life was like when they were young. 

- Each family member will prepare a question to ask the elderly person about their daily life at that 
time. The question can be related to everyday activities such as work, cooking or transport. 

- Each family member asks their question in turn. 

- The answers are recorded using drawings or text. Additional questions may be asked to help with 
details. The elderly person may be able to show them photographs of objects from that time. 

- The family members thank the elderly person for their contribution. 

- At the end of the month, all the drawings and descriptions are stuck into a scrapbook. 

- The students show the scrapbook to their classmates and talk to them about how different life was 
years ago.
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Activity 2:

- Seek out some old objects in your home – coins, clothes, jewellery, pottery or books. If old objects 
are not available in the house, give the parents the option of providing pictures even if from the 
internet. 

- Each family member takes one object and draws it. Then they write a label describing the object: its 
shape, what it’s made from and what they think it was used for. 

- Tell the family about each object: where it came from, what it is or was used for, who owns or 
owned it and why you have kept it. 

- Each family member adds to their description with this new information. 

- Create a collage on a large piece of paper with the drawings and descriptions and give it a title: Our 
Family Treasures. 

- The family members discuss which items they think are the most interesting and why.
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Objectives of the Unit 

This unit seeks to motivate the students to explore, through fictional and real-life examples, the 
benefits of acquiring the skills of resilience and perseverance. Through collaboration and team-based 
activities, they will develop the ability to use these skills in their own lives. 

Exploratory Questions

- What does it mean to be resilient?

- What is perseverance?

- What do these skills look like in everyday life?

- Why are resilience and perseverance desirable life skills?

- How does a person become more resilient?

- What is feedback?

- How can we use feedback to further our work?

- What is the effect of hard work and perseverance on my schoolwork?

Resilience and Perseverance

Unit 4

How do the skills of resilience of perseverance benefit a person?

Theme Character and Morality
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Learning Outcomes:

- Discuss what is meant by resilience and perseverance and give examples of individuals and groups 
who have demonstrated these qualities. 

- Identify and talk about their own strengths and understand how these strengths can be used to 
overcome difficulties.

- Undertake a challenging project-based activity and pursue it without giving up.

- Give and receive constructive feedback with peers.

- Recognise the importance of making every effort both at school and in daily life.



75

Home activities

Activity 1:

Conversations with your child surrounding this theme will greatly support the concepts explored in 
this unit. Through home and school settings, it is hoped that the students will gain awareness of the 
key learning surrounding the skills of resilience and perseverance. The following points are central to 
this unit: 

1. Building resilience is like building a muscle; it gets stronger every time we use it. 

2. Being resilient takes courage and it involves persevering with tasks if they get difficult 

3. Perseverance is about setting goals and working hard with determination to achieve them.

Possible activities to support and extend the learning of this unit: 

a. Ask your child to name their strengths and discuss with them some of the many successes they 
have experienced to date. Ask them to consider their own strengths and to make a list of these 
personal strengths. 

b. Read and enjoy the story ‘The Girl Who Never Made a Mistake’ by Mark Pett and Gary Rubinstein. 
This story focuses on the importance of everyone making mistakes to learn. Following this, you 
may like to discuss with your child how good learning opportunities can arise from identifying 
when mistakes have been made.
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c. Consider the positive mindset of resilient individuals by drawing up a list of statements that a 
resilient person might say. For example, mistakes help me to learn, I like to challenge myself, I 
try very hard to do well. You may like to play a game with child whereby you call out a sentence 
that requires a resilient response. Your child is invited to consider the resilient perspective, for 
example 

I can’t do Maths (I’m going to try hard and see if I can improve) 

I made a big mistake (I will see if I can learn from this mistake). 

d. You may engage in a conversation with your child about times where they have displayed the 
characteristics of resilience or perseverance. You may begin with traits such as being brave, 
admitting a mistake, moving forward from a mistake, setting a goal and achieving it, taking a risk 
etc. You may commend your child for showing these characteristics and naming them as signs 
of personal strength.
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Archaeologist: Someone who studies bones, tools and other remains of 
ancient people to find out about what life was like for them.

Artefact: An object, usually one of historical or cultural interest, made 
by a human being.

Balanced diet: A diet consisting of a variety of different types of food 
and providing adequate amounts of the nutrients necessary for  
good health.

Challenge: A task that requires effort and perseverance to  
complete successfully.

Chronological: Involving time, particularly the passing of time; the order 
that things occur over time.

Class motto: Set of ideas and values that guide your decisions and 
actions.

Collage: An artwork that comprises different objects and pictures 
placed together to create a new picture.

Creative: Being able to make new and original things.

Culture: The shared identity of a state, community or nation, including 
its stories, values, customs, traditions and arts.

Dairy: containing or made from milk.

Dallah: A traditional pot used to brew Arabic coffee.

Decipher: To work out the meaning of a symbol or code.

Dhow: An Arabian boat or sailing vessel, used in pearl fishing.

Glossary
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Diet: The kinds of food that a person habitually eats.

Dig: The effort to carefully uncover and remove artefacts in an 
archeological site.

Emotion: A strong feeling.

Evidence: Something that proves that something else exists or is 
genuine and true.

Feedback: Information about a person’s performance on a task.

Heart rate: The speed at which the heart beats.

Heritage: The shared history of a state, community or nation, including 
its beliefs, stories, traditions and values.

History: Past events.

Improving at: To make positive changes that aim to enhance 
performance in a given area.

Inventive: Being able to think of new ideas or new processes.

Inventor: A person who creates or builds something new and original.

Making mistakes: The natural occurrence of making an error.

Museum: A place where interesting objects are on display for people  
to see.

Negative feedback: Negative words made about a person’s work that 
do not help the person to make changes to improve their work.

Object: Something that can be seen and touched, but is not living.
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Origin: Where something comes from or begins.

Oryx: Animal with two big horns from the antelope family.

Pattern: A recurring form or design used for decoration.

Perseverance: Doing something despite difficulty with the view to 
achieving success.

Positive feedback: Positive words that recognize a person’s effort and 
work related to a task. These positive words often act as a motivator for 
the person to continue applying good effort.

Resilience: The ability to to go back to positive feelings after  
difficult times.

Responsible: Able to make the right decisions.

Share: Tell someone else about something.

Site: An archaeological site is a place where evidence of ancient life has 
been found.

Strength: An area or skill that a person often enjoys and experiences 
success in.

Supportive: Providing help, assistance, or encouragement.

Symbol: Something that represents an idea or quality.

Tradition: Customs and beliefs passed on from parents to children.

Trying hard: Applying effort and determination to a task or situation.

Working hard: Applying hard work and effort to a task.
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