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Moral Education
Engaging, Enlightening, Enabling and Empowering Global Citizens

‘A country’s greatest investment lies in building generations of educated and 
knowledgeable youth.’… ‘To the young men and women of the Emirates, the 

future is yours. You are those who will determine your country’s future’

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

‘Our children face major challenges, and it is our responsibility to prepare and 
protect them. We should not sit back and watch. We should race faster than 

light to ensure that future generations are well prepared to continue achieving 
and progressing.’

“ ”

‘The future belongs to those who can imagine it, design it and execute it. It isn’t 
something you await, but rather create.’“ ”

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum

‘Values are the foundation of a nation’s stability, and the spirit of its laws. 
Without values, a country has no security, stability or continuity.’ “ ”

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
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Moral Education
Moral education seeks to foster in students a set of universal values, which will enable them to peacefully interact and 

connect with people from different cultural and social groups who hold different views and perspectives. It seeks to 

empower them to become active, responsible, local and global citizens. It enables them to develop mutual 

understanding, respect for difference and empathy in order to sustain our cohesive and prosperous society. Through 

dialogue and interaction, students are provided with opportunities to explore different worldviews, to challenge one 

another’s assumptions and attitudes and to develop the knowledge, skills and attitude necessary to think critically, to 

make informed ethical decisions and to act on them in the interests of their society.

Values of the Moral Education Course
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Key Pillars of Learning
The Moral Education course will be experienced by students as they progress through the course, working their way 

through four key pillars of learning. Each of the four pillars is constructed around a series of learning outcomes.

The Individual and 
Community (IC)

Moral Education

Character and 
Morality (CM)

Cultural Studies
(CUS)

Civic Studies
(CIS)

Teaching universal 
ethical values, 

such as fairness, 
caring, honesty, 

resilience, 
tolerance and 

respect.

The development 
of moral thinking 
for individuals as 

active members of 
their families, 

social environment 
and communities 

at large.

Focusing on local 
Emirati heritage, 
archaeology, and 

the importance of 
preserving culture.

Concentrating on 
Emirati history, 

trade, travel, 
governance, as 
well as global 
citizenship.
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Exploratory Questions:

What is traditional storytelling 
and what was it for?
How are traditional stories 
passed from generation to 
generation?
Why are national identities so 
important?
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Unit 3 Discovery of UAE Heritage Through Storytelling

What Do We 
Know about 
Storytelling?

What are the purposes of traditional storytelling?

Lesson 1



Unit 3 Lesson 1 4

1 We hear stories constantly. Every time you tell someone 
about something that happened, you’re telling a story. 
Answer the following questions.
a.	 Why	do	we	listen	to	stories?

b.	 What	can	we	learn	from	stories?

Myth

Generation

Vocabulary
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Maryam	sighed	loudly	and	flopped	back	on	the	sofa.	
“Oh	grandma,	I’m	so	bored...	when	will	the	rain	stop?”	
she	said.	“Soon,	dear,”	replied	Grandma.	Maryam’s	
eyes	scanned	the	room	looking	for	a	distraction.
“Who’s	that	in	the	old	photo,	Grandma?	The	one	by	
the	armchair.”	asked	Maryam.	
“That’s	Khalaf,	my	grandfather,”	said	Grandma,	“your	
great-great-grandfather.”	
“Oh,”	said	Maryam,	sitting	up	to	take	a	closer	look,	
“he	looks...	interesting.”	
“He	was	a	wonderful	man,”	said	Grandma	with	a	sad	
smile.
“Tell	me	about	him,”	said	Maryam.
“He	was	a	Bedouin	sheikh;	the	head	of	his	tribe;	
known	for	his	kindness	and	patience;	and	a	storyteller,	
too.	-	storytelling	is	important	in	Bedouin	culture,”	
explained	Grandma.	
“That’s	why	you	have	such	great	stories,	Grandma...	
You	get	it	from	your	grandfather!”	said	Maryam.
“Perhaps,”	smiled	Grandma,	“I	like	to	think	I’m	a	little	
like	him.”
“And	me?	Am	I	like	him,	do	you	think?”	asked	Maryam.
“Maybe.	You	have	his	kindness	for	sure;	not	his	
patience,	though,”	laughed	Grandma.

A Bedouin Grandfather

2
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Let’s Think Together	 ‘Why	do	
you	think	the	art	of	storytelling	is	
so	important	in	Bedouin	culture?’

Questions for Discussion

	 	Grandma	said	her	grandfather	was	“a	Bedouin	sheikh”.	What	
does	‘Bedouin’	mean?

	 	What	did	Grandma	mean	when	she	said	he	was	the	head	of	
“his	tribe”?	

	 	Kindness	and	patience	are	valued	qualities	among	Bedouin	
people.	What	other	qualities	do	they	value?
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3

4

There are many different types of stories. How many can 
you name? Can you think of some examples of different 
types of stories?

Read the quote, then answer the questions that follow.

a.	 What	do	stories	tell	us?

b.	 What	does	it	mean	to	say	that	a	story	dies?

c.	 What	does	this	quote	mean?

Story	time

“Stories	have	to	be	told	or	they	die,	and	when	they	die,	we	can’t	remember	who	we	are	or	why	we’re	here.”	

-	Sue	Monk	Kidd,	author
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5 What can we learn from stories? What did we learn from 
the story “A Bedouin Grandfather”?

Grandfather	Khalaf

Storytelling
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Unit 3 Discovery of UAE Heritage Through Storytelling

Traditional 
Storytelling

What different types of stories are there?

Lesson 2
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1 Let’s think again about learning through stories.
a.	 What	different	types	of	stories	are	there?

b.	 What	was	the	story	you	heard	in	the	last	lesson?

c.	 What	was	the	story	about?

 

Moral

Parable

Tribe

Drought

Vocabulary

Getting	ready	for	reading	time
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Maryam	stood	by	the	window,	watching	the	rain	fall		
outside.	“A	penny	for	your	thoughts,”	said	Grandma.	
“I	was	thinking	about	your	grandfather.	You	said	
he	was	known	for	his	generosity	and	kindness...,”	
said	Maryam.
“Yes.”	replied	Grandma,	“Let	me	tell	you	a	story.”	
“Please	do!”	said	Maryam	excitedly,	rushing	to	sit	by	
her	side.
“It	was	one	of	the	harshest	droughts	in	living	memory.	
Bedouin	tribes	throughout	the	land	were	suffering.	
People	were	scared.	The	drought	had	already	wiped	
out	a	neighboring	tribe’s	herd	of	sheep	and	goats.	
They	had	nothing	left.	Even	though	relations	between	
the	tribes	were	not	close,	the	sheikh	of	the	other	
tribe	had	no	choice;	he	came	to	my	grandfather	to	
ask	for	help.	‘Just	some	bread,	some	rice,’	he	asked,	
‘I	beg	you.’	My	grandfather	told	him	to	bring	his	
people.	An	abundant,	lavish	feast	of	goat	meat	and	
rice	and	other	foods	was	laid	before	the	guests.	Then	
he	called	for	dishes	of	dates	and	bowls	of	fresh	camel	
milk	to	be	brought.	Some	of	the	younger	men	within	
my	grandfather’s	tribe	questioned	him:	‘Why	do	you	
do	this?’	they	asked,	‘We	have	barely	enough	for	
ourselves.’	Khalaf	answered	them	calmly:	‘Because	
this	is	who	we	are,’	he	said.	That	night,	just	as	my	

Generosity and 
Kindness

2



12

grandfather	had	finished	his	bite,	the	skies	opened	and	
it	began	to	rain.”
Maryam	was	quiet	for	a	moment.	Then	she	looked	at	
her	grandmother.	“You’re	right,”	she	said,	“he	was	a	
wonderful	man.”

Let’s Think Together	 ‘If	you	were	
in	Khalaf’s	position,	what	would	
you	have	done?	Why?’

Questions for Discussion

	 	How	badly	did	the	drought	affect	the	Bedouin	people?
	 	What	do	you	think	Khalaf	meant	when	he	said:	“Because	this	
is	who	we	are”?	

	 	Why	did	Maryam	say	that	Khalaf	was	“a	wonderful	man”?
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3

4

Now let’s role-play
Decide	who’s	going	to	be	Khalaf	and	who’s	going	to	be	the	sheikh	of	the	other	

tribe.	Everyone	else	will	have	a	role	to	play	too!

Complete the following activity.
a.	 Match	the	type	of	story	with	its	definition.

b.	 Which	type	from	the	above	stories	do	you	prefer,	and	why?

Story Type

1.	 Fable

2.	 Poem	

3.	 Tale

4.	 Nursery	Rhyme

Story Definition

a.	 Pieces	of	writing	that	may	rhyme

b.	 Narrative	story

c.	 Short	story	of	animals	with	a	moral

d.	 Verses	that	are	sung

Role	playing
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5 What lessons can we learn from the story Generosity 
and Kindness? Can stories tell us things to make our 
life better?

Being	kind
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Unit 3 Discovery of UAE Heritage Through Storytelling

Discovering 
UAE 

Heritage 
through 

Storytelling
What can stories teach us about our past?

Lesson 3 
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1 Let’s think again about what we have learned. 
Can you remember the last story you heard? Did it have 
an important lesson? 

Luqaimat

Nomadic

Vocabulary
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“I	don’t	think	this	rain	will	ever	stop,”	said	Maryam,	
“we’re	stuck	here	forever,	like	prisoners!”	Maryam	
threw	herself	onto	the	sofa.	“And	I’m	hungry	now,”	
she	said.	“Well,”	said	her	Grandma,	clapping	her	hands	
together,	“I	have	just	the	thing	for	that.”	
A	moment	later,	Grandma	appeared	with	a	small	tray	
of	what	appeared	to	be	little	sticky	dumplings.	“Dates	
on	honey	on	top!”	shrieked	Maryam	with	delight;	“My	
favourite!”
“Actually,”	said	Maryam,	munching	away	happily,	
“anything	with	dates	in	it	is	my	favourite.	I	love	
them!”
“Well,”	said	Grandma,	“they’re	part	of	our	heritage	and	
culture.	Perhaps	that’s	why	you	love	them	so	much.”
“Part	of	our	heritage?”	said	Maryam,	“I	don’t	think	so.	
I	just	like	the	taste.	And	anyway,	isn’t	‘heritage’	more	
serious	stuff?”
“Dates	are	serious	stuff,”	laughed	Grandma,	“They	
have	been	an	important	source	of	food	for	our	people	
for	thousands	of	years.	Some	of	our	people	survived	
at	times	on	dates	and	milk.	They	were	especially	
important	for	nomadic	people,	like	my	grandfather,	
who	moved	from	place	to	place	because	dates	last	a	
long	time.	That’s	why	people	used	to	call	date	palm	

My Favourite Fruit

2
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Let’s Think Together	 ‘Are	dates	
really	part	of	the	UAE’s	identity	
and	heritage?’

Questions for Discussion

	 	What	kinds	of	things	did	Maryam	think	‘heritage’	involved?
	 	Why	were	dates	especially	important	for	nomadic	people?
	 	Why	did	some	people	refer	to	date	palm	trees	as	“trees	
of	life”?

trees	‘trees	of	life’.	So,	you	see,	dates	aren’t	just	another	
fruit...	they’re	part	of	our	history.	And,	I	think,	part	of	our	
identity	and	heritage.”
Maryam	turned	the	little	dumpling	around	in	her	fingers.	
“Yes,	I	think	so	too,”	she	said,	“and	now	I	love	them	
even	more!”
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3

Are dates really part of the UAE’s identity and heritage?

a.	 What	could	the	branches	be	used	for?	

b.	 What	could	the	trunk	be	used	for?	

c.	 What	could	the	leaves	be	used	for?

4

Listen to a few sentences and repeat them softly in the 
ear of your partner next in line in the group. The last one 
in line will say the sentences out loud.
a.	 Were	sentences	transmitted	accurately?

Date	Palm	Tree
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5 Now let’s get a taste of Emirati 
food!
Ingredients:

•	 ½	cup	Medjool	dates,	pits	removed

•	 1	cup	walnuts

•	 3	tablespoons	cacao	powder

•	 1	teaspoon	vanilla	extract

•	 ¼	teaspoon	sea	salt

Help	the	teacher	in	placing	dates,	walnuts,	

cocoa	powder,	vanilla	and	salt	in	a	food	

processor.	When	ingredients	are	all	mixed,	roll	

into	little	balls	and	taste.		
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Unit 3 Discovery of UAE Heritage Through Storytelling

The 
Storyteller

How do we tell a story?

Lesson 4 
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1 Let’s match ! Look at this pictures. Can you match the 
object with the correct word?

Ancestor

Heritage

Identity

Vocabulary

c.   Palm Tree

b.   Falcon

a.   Gothra

d.   Incense Stand 

3

2

1

4
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“I	love	your	stories,	Grandma,”	said	Maryam,	“almost	
as	much	as	I	love	your		date	Luqaimat.”	She	popped	
another	one	into	her	mouth.	“Yum!”	she	said.
“Do	you	really	think	you	got	your	talent	for	storytelling	
from	your	grandfather?”	asked	Maryam.

Grandma	shrugged.	“Who	knows?	Maybe.	But	I	think	
there’s	a	passion	for	storytelling	in	all	Emiratis,	don’t	
you?”	she	asked.

“Oh...	I	suppose	you’re	going	to	say	it’s	part	of	our	
identity	and	heritage,”	teased	Maryam.

“You	know	me	too	well,”	laughed	Grandma,	“and	don’t	
you	dare	make	fun	of	me!”

“I’m	just	teasing,	Grandma.	Tell	me,	please,”	said	
Maryam.

“Emiratis	have	always	had	a	rich	heritage	of	folklore	
and	poetry.	Years	and	years	ago,	before	people	could	
read	and	write,	stories	lived	only	in	people’s	memories	
and	were	passed	on	from	generation	to	generation.	
In	the	evenings,	families	would	sit	around	the	

Storytellers

2
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Let’s Think Together	 ‘Is	oral	
storytelling	as	important	now	as	it	
was	in	the	past?’

Questions for Discussion

	 	What	does	it	mean	to	say	Emiratis	have	a	“rich	heritage	of	
folklore	and	poetry”?

	 	Why	was	it	important	for	stories	to	be	passed	on	from	
generation	to	generation?

	 	Does	it	really	matter	if	stories	are	forgotten?	

campfire	telling	tales.	They	would	tell	stories	about	their	
ancestors	and	important	events.	It’s	as	if	the	history	
and	identity	of	our	people	were	preserved	within	those	
stories.	And	that’s	why	storytellers	have	always	been	
cherished	in	this	country	-	storytellers	like	your	great-
great	grandfather,”	said	Grandma.

“And	like	you	too,	Grandma,”	said	Maryam,	“You’re	the	
greatest	storyteller	there’s	ever	been!”
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3 Tell the class a story. Make sure your voice goes higher 
and lower, louder and softer. 

4 Now it’s time to play a game. The 
game is called Scared, Angry, Sad 
and Happy. 
1	–	5	=	Scared

6	–	10	=	Angry

11	–	15	=	Sad

16	–	20	=	Happy
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5 Look at the 4 images and choose one to create a story 
about. Use proper pitch and gestures.
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Unit 3 Discovery of UAE Heritage Through Storytelling

Creating 
Our Own 
Stories

Can you create your own story about yourself or 
your family?

Lesson 5 
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1 Now we know all about stories and storytelling. Do you 
remember what stories are for? And what they can teach 
us?

Self-expression

Vocabulary

Learning	from	storytelling
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When	Maryam	awoke,	her	bedroom	was	already	
flooded	in	sunlight.	Her	Grandma	was	standing	by	her	
bed.	“Good	morning,	dear,”	she	said,	“I	thought	you’d	
never	wake!”

Maryam	rubbed	her	eyes	and	sat	up	a	little.	“Oh,	
Grandma,	I	had	the	nicest	dream	ever...	I	dreamt	of	
Grandpa	-	but	he	was	a	young	man	in	my	dream.	He	
was	diving.”	

“Your	grandfather	was	a	pearl	diver...,”	said	Grandma.
“Yes,”	continued	Maryam.	I	was	standing	by	the	shore.	
He	was	on	a	wooden	boat.”

“A	dhow,”	said	Grandma.

“He	waved	to	me	and	I	waved	back.	And	then	he	dived	
into	the	water.	He	seemed	to	be	under	the	water	
for	so	long,	but	then	he	appeared	and	another	man	
pulled	him	into	the	boat.	Later	he	came	ashore	to	me.	
He	opened	my	hand	and	placed	something	inside.	
‘What	it	is,	Grandpa?’	I	asked.	‘It’s	a	pearl...	the	first	of	
the	season,’	he	said.	His	eyes	were	so	kind.	He	knelt	
beside	me	and	we	looked	at	it	together.	‘They	say	
pearls	are	raindrops	filled	with	moonlight	that	have	
fallen	into	the	sea,’	he	said.	I	was	so	happy.”

Maryam’s Story

2
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Grandma	smiled.	“What	a	lovely	story!	And	it’s	your	
story,”	she	said.

Let’s Think Together	 ‘Would	
pearl	diving	be	considered	part	of	
the	UAE’s	heritage?’

Questions for Discussion

	 	What	is	pearl	diving?
	 	When	did	it	happen?	
	 	What	did	Grandma	mean	when	she	said	‘it’s	your	story’	to	
Maryam?
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3

Tell the story that you drew in the previous exercise. 
Make sure to use the proper pitch. 4

Draw a picture of the story you want to tell about one 
aspect of your heritage. Remember to include as much 
detail as you can because this will help you when you are 
sharing your story with the class. 

Student	drawing	his	story	
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5

Student	writing	his	story		

After you visit, or receive the visit of a storyteller, check 
what you liked most about the storytelling experience 
you had:

a.	 The	storyteller’s	clothes	

b.	 Their	voice	pitch									

c.	 The	stories	themselves

d.	 The	morals	of	the	stories

e.	 Their	gestures	and	facial	expressions

DATE 
World	Storytelling	Day	is	celebrated	every	year	on	or	around	March	20.	
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Caring and 
Honesty

Lesson 1	  Caring for Ourselves

Lesson 2	  Caring for Others 

Lesson 3	  Caring for The School 
Environment

Lesson 4	 Being Honest

Lesson 5	  Exploring Honesty Through 
Storytelling

Why are decisions about behaving in a caring and 
honest manner so important? 
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Exploratory Questions:

What does it mean to be caring?

How can you be more 
independent and care 
for yourself?

How can you care for others?

How can we encourage 
everyone to respect the school 
environment more?

What are the qualities of an 
honest person?

Why are people 
sometimes dishonest?
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Unit 4 Caring and Honesty

Caring for 
Ourselves

What does caring mean and what forms can it take?

Lesson 1 
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1 Look at this image of a family. What do you think it 
means to be ‘caring’? Share your thoughts with a partner.

Caring

Inclusive

Independant

Vocabulary

Caring
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Jack couldn’t wait to meet his friends later in the 
evening. They planned to chase each other in the park. 
It was always great fun!
“You have to stay in this evening,” his father suddenly 
said, “and look after Dim.”
Jack was very disappointed. He didn’t want to have to 
look after his younger brother. That was so boring!
However, Jack knew he had to obey his father. So he 
told his friends that he would not be able to meet 
them that evening.
“What do you want to play?” Jack asked his brother.
“I’m a thief,” Dim said, “and you’re a policeman. You 
have to catch me.”
Jack wondered how much fun his friends were having 
without him. 
“Catch me!” Dim shouted. He ran into the next room.
Jack started running after his brother. He ran slowly. 
He didn’t want to catch his brother too quickly.
But his brother was quick. And his brother was small. 
He could crawl under furniture and run around 
corners. 
Soon they were both laughing loudly as Jack tried to 
catch his brother.
Jack had forgotten about his friends in the park!

The Big Chase

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘Jack knew 
he had to obey his father.’

Questions for Discussion

  Why did Jack feel so disappointed when he was told he had to 
look after his brother?

  Why did Jack run slowly after his brother? What does this tell 
us about Jack?

  Why do you think Jack forgot about his friends in the park?
  Was Jack caring for himself in this story?
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3 Being Kind
“It’s good to care

It’s good to share

A kind word here

A kind word there

A smile can brighten up your day

And make your worries go away.”

In a circle, pass a smile to the person next to you. 

Then discuss how smiling has a positive effect on your mood.

THINK! 
Why is it important to be caring and welcoming?
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4 Look at the pictures, then put a tick in the boxes that 
show an independent action.

DATE 
World Kindness Day: November 13th

5 With your partner, discuss how you can take care 
of yourself.
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Unit 4 Caring and Honesty

Caring for 
Others

How can you show that you care for others, 
especially your friends and family?

Lesson 2
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How can you care for friends and family?

Choice

Decision

Results

Vocabulary

Taking care of friends at school

Thoughts Emotions Words Actions

1
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Jack was excited about trying out his new bow and 
arrow toy. He got it as a present the previous evening. 
However, his mother had said it was too late to play 
outside. He was told he’d have to be patient and wait 
until after school the following day. 
The minutes ticked by slowly in the classroom. Jack 
could hardly wait. He had arranged to meet Alia for a 
game in the garden opposite to his home once school 
had finished. 
After school, he sprinted home as fast as lightning. 
Alia was already waiting for him. The game was going 
well until Jack accidentally shot the arrow too high. 
It flew through the air and accidentally hit their 
neighbour’s window causing it to smash. Just as their 
angry neighbour came out, two children they didn’t 
know came round the corner. The neighbour starting 
shouting at the other children. 
“What will we do?’ whispered Alia. 
Jack thought for a second then said: “Let’s make a 
run for it! The neighbour hasn’t seen us yet and my 
dad will never forgive me if we have to pay for that 
window.”
Alia agreed. They ran off, leaving the other children to 
take the blame.

Jack Makes a Decision

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘They ran 
off, leaving the other children to 
take the blame.’

Questions for Discussion

  What choices did Jack have?
  What decision did he make? 
  What was the result of his decision?
  Do you think Jack cared for others? Why?



45

With your partner, discuss how you’d behave in the 
following situations, think of the choices and decisions. 
Write your decision.

Think 
Why is it so important to think about consequences when making choices / decisions?

3

THINK! 
Why is it so important to think about results when making choices / decisions?

1.  Decision: 

3.  Decision: 4.  Decision: 

2.  Decision: 
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4 Fill each star with an action 
that shows you care for 
yourself, your family, and 
your friends.

5 Come up with three actions you 
can take this week to show that 
you care for others.
• Action 1: Helping a family member

• Action 2: Helping a classmate

• Action 3: Helping a friend

Also think about the results of these actions.

Discuss your actions with your partner.

DATE 
30th July International Day of Friendship.

 I 
CARE

How can I show that I care?
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Unit 4 Caring and Honesty

Caring for 
The School 

Environment

How can I care for the school environment?

Lesson 3 
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Caring for 
The School 

Environment

1

Environment

Respect 

Appreciate

Vocabulary

As well as taking care of or ourselves and other people, 
we need to take care of places. Consider the following 
questions:

a. Why is it important to take care of our school environment?

b. How can we do this?

The school environment
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Follow Jack on his day at school. Then answer the 
questions that follow.
Jack cycles to school every morning. He enjoys being 
out in the open air.
Every week, Jack and his class take a trip around 
the school grounds to admire and appreciate their 
environment. Jack enjoys the school grounds because 
it has lots of trees and he loves walking among nature.
Today, Jack and his class are planting seeds in the 
garden. He is very excited. Jack can’t wait to see the 
plants grow.
As he walks back to the school building, Jack admires 
the various trees. The leaves are all different colours. 
And he can see some birds hiding in the branches. Jack 
loves his environment.

Jack and His 
Environment

2
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Let’s Think Together ‘To admire 
and appreciate their environment.’

Questions for Discussion

  How does Jack feel when he is outdoors? 
  Why are Jack and his friends planting seeds at school? 
  What does the word ‘environment’ mean?
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3 Schoolyard. It’s time to go 
hunting!
Your teacher will take you on a 
tour around the school. Notice 
any evidence of caring for the 
school environment.

4 Think back to the school tour. How do we show our care 
for the school environment?

School Tour

Caring for our schools
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5 Now, with your group, design a poster to support your 
class pledge. Write a slogan to go with it.

DATE
World Water Day: March 22nd     Earth Hour: Late March     Earth Day: April 22nd

With a partner, discuss some ideas to show respect for and improve the school 

environment.  Share these with the class. 

As a class, choose one idea and make a class pledge to carry it through

Designing a poster
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Unit 4 Caring and Honesty

Being 
Honest

What is the difference between honesty and 
dishonesty?

Lesson 4 
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1 Your choices and decisions have consequences. That’s 
why you must be honest with people.
Close your eyes to think about what being honest means 
to you. Then share your thoughts with your partner.

Share your thoughts

Consequence Honest

Dishonest Pros

Cons

Vocabulary
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Jack finished his homework. And he helped his mother 
tidy the kitchen. And then he read a story to his 
brother, Dim. 
It was now time to play bow and arrow!
It was a lovely sunny evening and Jack couldn’t wait to 
go to the park. 
He phoned his friend Hamid.
“Hi, Hamid! Are you ready to go to the park?”
“I can’t go.” Hamid sounded very sad. “My father 
won’t allow me to play outside this week.”
“Why?”
“Somebody broke my neighbour’s window with an 
arrow last week. The neighbour told my father about 
it. He said the boy looked like me. I told my father that 
I didn’t do it. But he said I have to stay at home every 
evening and think about what I did.”
“Okay.” Jack didn’t know what else to say. “I’ll talk to 
you later.”
He looked through the window at the park. There 
were so many boys out there playing. They were all 
having fun.
But Jack wanted to play with Hamid. 
Jack thought about what he had done. He thought 
about the day he broke his neighbour’s window. He 
thought about Hamid sitting alone in his room.
“Father,” he called out. “I need to tell you something.”

The Broken Window

2



56

Let’s Think Together ‘Father, I 
need to tell you something.’

Questions for Discussion

  What did Jack have to do before he could play? What kind of a 
person is Jack, do you think?

  Why did Hamid feel sad? 
  Why did Jack not know what to say to Hamid?
  How do you think Jack felt when he “thought about what he 

had done”?
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3

4

Your teacher will ask you questions. Try to answer as 
truthfully and honestly as you can. 

What do you do if the cashier 
charges you for only two 
chocolate bars when you 
really bought three? Fill the 
table below. 

Circle Time

At the supermarket

Pros

Cons

Tell the cashier about 
their mistake 

Don’t tell the cashier 
about their mistake 
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5 Look at the following images. Listen to the description 
and discuss what choices could be made. Think about the 
pros and cons of each choice before making a decision.   

3. You don’t listen to your parents’ 
recommendations.

1. You borrow your friend’s toy and 
lose it.

2. At the store, you see a friend 
putting something in his pocket 
without paying for it.

4. You broke your mother’s vase 
by accident while playing in the 
house.
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Unit 4 Caring and Honesty

Exploring 
Honesty 
through 

Storytelling
What is the difference between honesty  

and dishonesty?

Lesson 5 
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1 Think about the differences between an honest 
and a dishonest person. Try to come up with three 
characteristics for each and share them with the class.

Truth

Trust

Vocabulary

DATE 
30th April: World Honesty Day
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Jack was feeling worried. There was big test in class 
today!
Jack had done his homework. He knew the test was 
coming today. 
He thought he probably would do okay in the test. But 
he was still a bit worried.
“At least I did more work than Jamil,” he thought.
Jamil was one of Jack’s classmates. He was very lazy. 
He was always getting into trouble.
Jack looked around to see if Jamil was nervous.
Jamil wasn’t there.
“He’s going to be late for the test,” Jack thought. 
Suddenly, the fire alarm started ringing. Everybody 
jumped up.
Jamil ran into the classroom.
“There’s a fire in the hall,” he shouted. “We all have to 
leave!”
All the students followed the teacher out of the 
classroom. The alarms were ringing everywhere.
“How did you know there was a fire?” Jack asked Jamil.
Jamil started laughing.
“I set off the alarm,” he said. “I had to find some way 
to get out of that test.”
Jack couldn’t believe his ears.
“What happens the next time the alarm goes off?” he 
shouted at Jamil. “We’ll think there’s no fire. 

Fire! Fire!

2
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We could all be hurt.”
“Oh!” Jamil looked sad. “I never thought of that.”

Let’s Think Together Jamil said ‘I 
never thought of that.’ 

Questions for Discussion

  Why do you think Jack felt nervous?
  Do you think Jack cares about Jamil? How do you know?
  In what way was Jamil dishonest?
  Why could Jack not believe his ears? What does this tell us 

about him?
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3 Read the poem about honesty. Then, with your partner, 
discuss the questions that your teacher asks. 

Believe me when I tell you

It really wasn’t me!

I wish I could believe you

But you’ve told untruths before

I was playing in the garden

No-where near the site

The trouble with a liar

Is they’re so hard to believe?

But this time I’m not lying

I promise, hear my plea!

You’ve used up all your promises

They are shallow to my ears

May this be a real lesson learned

To be honest through the years.

It really wasn’t me!
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4 Remember Jamil, the boy who set 
off the fire alarm? Put yourself in 
his shoes. Take the ‘truth seat’ 
and answer questions from that 
character’s point of view.

Jamil in the ‘truth seat’

5 What does this quote mean to you?

THINK!
Do you agree with the statement:
“It is always right to tell the truth even if the truth may hurt someone”. Give reasons 
for your answer.

“Breaking someone’s trust is like crumpling up a piece of paper. You can smooth 

it over but it’s never going to be the same again.”
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Parents’
Guide

Grade 1
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Discovery of UAE Heritage through 
StorytellingUnit 3

Caring and HonestyUnit 4
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Dear Parents/ Guardians

Welcome to a new term, one that we hope will be fruitful and beneficial.

We have decided to teach Moral Education in order to facilitate the 
character development of our students. We aim to introduce them to 
a set of individual and social values, which we hope they will abide by. 
This will enable them to play an effective role in the community and 
create a bright future on both personal and social levels.

Therefore, we hope you will contribute to our efforts by talking to 
your children and discussing with them the topics and lessons of this 
course. 

At the beginning of each unit, you will find a summary of its content 
and intended learning outcomes. We hope you will read the summary 
and learning outcomes and work with your children to complete one 
or more activities from the menu suggested in this unit, thus ensuring 
interaction between the students and their family members.

Lettre to the Parents/ Guardians
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Objectives of the Unit 

The aim of this unit is to introduce students to the rich storytelling heritage of the UAE. Students will 
learn about the different forms of storytelling and how these stories are handed down from generation 
to generation, hence preserving the heritage of the UAE. The aim is to foster an appreciation for the 
value of our national identity. Students will get an opportunity to engage in imaginative play and 
creative activities towards creating their own stories.

Discovery of UAE Heritage through Storytelling

Unit 3

What does our tradition of storytelling tell us about the heritage and culture 
of the UAE?

Theme Cultural Studies
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Exploratory Questions

- What is traditional storytelling and what was it for?

- How are traditional stories passed from generation to generation?

- Why are national identities so important?

Learning Outcomes

- Identify different forms of traditional storytelling.

- Talk about the entertainment and also functional purposes of storytelling.

- Understand the significance of how stories handed down from generation to generation inform our 
knowledge of the past.

- Create and tell stories about themselves and their families.

- Show an awareness of the value of shared and national identities.

- Show appreciation of others’ stories.
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Home activities

Activity 1: Cooking Activity

- Invite your child to prepare easy Arabian sweets using dates.

- Ingredients:

• ½ cup Medjool dates, pits removed

• 1 cup walnuts

• 3 tablespoons cacao powder

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

• ¼ teaspoon sea salt

- Place dates, walnuts, cocoa powder, vanilla and salt in a food processor. Pulse on high speed until 
smooth. Remove mixture from food processor and roll into little balls. Serve.

Story time
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Activity 2: Storytelling using family photos

Encourage your child to examine some family photos. Flip through the photos with your child and take 
turns telling stories about what you see. Alternatively, print out or show your child a picture of an 
event from your childhood or life before he/she was born and ask him/her to make up a story using 
clues in the photo.

Activity 3: Life stories

Encourage your child to tell their life story in 10 photos or less. Print out a number of photos and ask 
your child to pick 10 photos or less to put in chronological order to tell the story of their life. Include 
some photos of major milestones including birthdays, first day of school and other significant events. 
After putting the life story together, ask your child to tell you the story picture by picture.
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Objectives of the Unit

In this unit, students will be introduced to the values of being caring and honest.

The lessons focusing on being caring will require students to reflect on their own behaviour towards, 
and appreciation of, their friends, family and school environment. The lessons focusing on being honest 
will require students to make independent decisions about their own behaviour and to think about 
how it affects those around them. In making decisions, students will be taught that all decisions have 
consequences.

Caring and Honesty

Unit 4

Why are decisions about behaving in a caring and honest
manner so important? 

Theme Character and Morality
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Exploratory Questions

- What does it mean to be caring?

- How can you be more independent and care for yourself?

- How can you care for others?

- How can we encourage everyone to respect the school environment more?

- What are the qualities of an honest person?

- Why are people sometimes dishonest?

Learning Outcomes

- Understand what caring means and that it can take many different forms.

- Describe how they care for themselves.

- Demonstrate the ways in which they care for others, focusing on friends and family.

- Explain how they can care for the school environment.

- Explain the difference between honesty and dishonesty.

- Use a wide vocabulary to express their feelings objectively, without blaming others and without 
hurting the feelings of someone else.
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Home activities

Activity 1: Theme ‘Being Caring’

Ask your child to draw a picture or write a couple of sentences on a piece of paper reflecting  
the following:.

• What are some of the things your family does that show you are cared for?

• What do you do to show your family that you can be independent and care for yourself?

• Is there anything else you could do at home?

• How can you show your friends that you care about them and about their feelings?

Collect your drawings / sentences and with your family’s permission, bring them to school to discuss 
with your classmates.
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Activity 2: Theme ‘Being Honest’

- As a family, discuss honesty versus dishonesty. Below are some questions to stimulate discussion:.

• What are the benefits of being honest?

• Think of something that is special to you. How would you feel if you lost it?

• How would you feel if someone found it and returned it to you?

• If you found a wallet on the street, how might the owner feel if you kept it?

• How do you think you would feel if you kept it?

Now….

- Take a piece of paper and ask your child to crumple it up (not tear it, just crumple).

- Then ask them to open it up and try to smooth it out as best they can..

-  Tell your child that breaking someone’s trust (being dishonest) is like 
crumpling up a piece of paper. You can smooth it over but it’s never 
going to be the same again.

“Honesty is always the best policy”
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Glossary

Ancestor: Someone from a long time ago that someone else is descended 
from; a family member from the past.

Appreciate: To understand the importance of someone/something.

Caring: Looking after others, to be kind.

Choice: A selected course of action from two or more options.

Cons: Disadvantages.

Consequence: A result of someone’s decision or action.

Decision: Making your mind up to choose a certain course of action.

Dishonest: When you do not speak the truth. A dishonest person lies, 
cheats or steals.

Drought: A prolonged period of time when there is no rain.

Environment: Everything in the world around us that affects all life on 
earth; including the air, water, plants, animals and humans.

Generation: People born and living at about the same time.

Heritage: All the customs, traditions, beliefs, creations and 
accomplishments that are part of a group or nation’s history.

Honest: When you speak the truth and behave appropriately. An honest 
person does not lie, cheat or steal.

Identity: The characteristics or customs that make a group of people 
who they are.

Inclusive: To involve others, to invite others to play.
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Independent: To do tasks by yourself.

Luqaimat: A popular dessert in the Arab world.

Moral: Related to what is right and what is wrong in how a person acts.

Myth: A story that is not true even though some people believe it.

Nomadic: Relating to nomads, who were people who moved from one 
place to another instead of living in just one location.

Parable: A story that contains a moral or a lesson.

Pros: Advantages.

Respect: Thinking good things about a person. Show you care about 
others’ feelings.

Results: The effects of an action.

Self-expression: Showing your feelings, thoughts, or ideas in writing, 
art, music or dance.

Tribe: A society or community that includes families and relatives that 
share common customs.

Trust: Belief in someone’s honesty.

Truth: Facts as they are or as they happened in reality.
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